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Plea for her Right. 
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A REPLY toanAnfſwer, 
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Apainſt WitliaM BEST "andothers. 
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The maine points of our preſent differences 
arehandled: And che principall cauſes of 
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our troubles declared, y 
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Proove all things ; hold faſt that which is good, 


Plal.xr 9. 128, 
; | Teſtceme all thy precepts, concerning all things, to WA right; and 
1 hate every falſe way. 


333 
T3] 


At AMSTERDAM, 


Printed by lohn Frederickſz Stam , pn ena, Wy A 
Church, at the figne ofthe Hope, dl I CXX: FE 


in og 2 nw of 
| EN * E4 OE v2 
— OO 


EE þ 9.00 
bo a FL > > "P $ 
£2» % ”” % 
2% : ER - 
z 2 F/ 8... 1, if a v 


PY 
- om 


g* 
ws, 
4 


® *. jo 4's 4 S 1 3s. 2 nd wi 14 . *, 
©: - h went W. Ws by he 
_ Ts a i EB "TE 


wWBRID 
86... 
UNIVERSITY 


SF IAC'Y 


OO dong cet £ 
PT A TAG A RPM AC IAU 


—_— 


# 


A Forec-Speach 
To the Chriſtian Reader. 
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MS. dath? I make no quettrion( Well. 


9) affeitioned Reader) but thou 
*\erk haſt before this time, peraſed 
A Ez Ye M*.PagetrBooke,and hattthere 
kene many words tending to his. owne: juſtification, and 
ur conderanation. Now the: thing that Liball deftireout- 


- 


% 


7 requeſt of thee, is, that thou wilthaue the patience, 


bread over this nay Anſwer to it::. And when chou-hatt 
fioully ſtudied , pondered and examined , by cheun- 
mug rule of Gads Word, all that both parties haue ſaid 
athe whole caraige of this baſines ; judge then, as God 
all gvethee underſtanding, Wiihing thee by rhe way 
remember, what tolly and fhamecit1s for any, (as Sa- 
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ime be brave ih, 


anon * ſayth) 76 an{\ter' (ar give ſentence of )& mwter \g.12. 
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of all , ro informe thee off ; and that is touching rhe 


There are ſome things , which I thinke neceſlary firſt 


reaſons, why I haue ſet forth this Treatiſe : Alſo, why in 
the manner it is. F< 


For the firſt , to let paſſe the many #nſoltations and ex. 
clamatipns , which I haue ſuffred at ſome particular meng 
handes , fince his writing came forth, as if every thing 
were true that he hath ſer downe againſt me.Tam ofteby 
name particularly called upon, and ſingled out to defend | 


our ſuf Complaint made againſt him. Beſides accuſed 
of committing many wntruths , ſaunders, lies, with other 


crimes, little lefſe then blaſphemy : and this not againſt 


himſelt alone, but Magiſtrates, Miniſters, yeaall Retox. 
med Churches. If L ſhould therefore under theſe heayj 
charges , ſay nothing ; would not moſt men hence cor 
clude, that I am guiltie: And ſo through my filence, I 
ſhould (which 1 dare not doe) diſhonour God , betray 
the truth, and let goe my owne innocency. Ty 
Moreover I conceive. that it lay upon me (chow 
the meaneſt of my Brethren) to reply; conſfidenng th 


| the Booke of Complaints was ſet forth chiefly by my 


meanes. Now my conſcience for my part beares me 
witnes,that I did the thing, out of love towards God, hi 
truth and people; and not (as is falſely ſuggeſted) © 
contention and a peeuiſh mind, And I was thereto moo- 
ved the ſooner ; 1. becauſe the ſame was in many mens 
hands already,and ſo rather publicke then private.a.We 
had waited almoſt a quarter of a yeare foranſwer, but 
could not obtaine it, although 4", Pager was ſpokenut- 
to,many times about it. 3. It was given out , thatic 

had writen 1 2 or 15 ſheets of paper againſt us,and intel 
ded ſhortly fo acquaint the world therewith : when 


report was brought unto me, I thought it requilite - 
| Y 


ting the copies by me) immediately to publiſhthem: 
that ſo (ſeeing hee would publikely write in confutation 
thereof ) men might truely underſtand , what our parti- 
cular grieveances were, And theſe cauſes of great and 
regard, led me to doe, what I did. Of which more 
spoken in another place. Laſtly whereas I haue had 
accafion , to fir many times in our Conſe#fory, Hence I 
J have taken a more ful and certaine knowledge of our 
J common Fccleſia#icall affaires, I mean, obſerved the un- 
freenes of our Congregation , and her ſubjeCtion'to the 
rower of the C/a/#,and in this regard,as I know'my ſelf, 
F thebetter able to giveteſtimony of the truth in the mat- 
ters betwixt us: ſo I thinke my ſelt che more called to 
feake what I truely may , in the juſt defence of my felt 
IF adothers, 
'Y Forthe mariner of this writing: Whoſoever ſhall con- 
© fder, either the ſubject here treated off; or the pexſons 
mom it chiefly reſpeCteth, will (I thinke) confefſe, that 
1} there lay a neceffity upon mee, to uſe the beſt meanes I 
[JJ could, to haue it done unto ſome effectuall purpoſe. 
[Y Buttor my part, I muſt confefle, {and fo I would haue 
y 
$ 


Umen,in all places to know) that 1 am not in my ſelfof 
tte abilitic, ro compoſe a worke of this nature. And 
lirefore thorow my entreatie and defire, others (more 
ale) have taken ſome paines for me herein: both 1n ſee- 
wo learned Authours, as alfo ſetting them downe 
atheplaces as they ſtand : On whole fidelity, ſkill and 
w I haue preſumed the publiſhing of them to the 
wid: having this confidence in the perſon , or perſons, 
Wtthey will itand to juſtify all the allegations , accot- 
tothe end and uſe here produced. And if juſt occa- 
be offered, it may be they will adde ſome thing 
Wrethercunto, | " F- 


(1.3 As for 


_ Asforthetruth of the matter ,this LoW## under my 
owne hand. And touſe here M*, Pagets words , forthe 
teſtimony of thu truth , I aw not ojhamed {0 ſuffer that re. 
prouch, which ſome (ay upan me. Theugh 1 vave already bewe 
ſmiten on theright 6becke , Je I amready 19 turne the ether 
alſo , rather then ta forſake rhis erat , Which 1 iudge to beef 
great importance. Tea if I Were cait upon my death hed,re. 
dy to deliver up my ſeule in the hangs of the Lord, 1 ſhauld 
among my laſt words , profe(ſe before men and Angels , that 
tbe things bere pleaded for by me , arc the holy procepts of the 
eternal Gad. 

The realon why I haue not followed him, ſteppe by 
ſteppe throughout his Booke , but haue principally ipſ- 
ſted upon two. points, viz, prowiſeuera Baptiſmee:, andthe 
dae power of the Church , is, becauſe on thelg dependall 
our differences: Forit it be true. (4s.it is here prooved, 
to be molt true) that it is untawfull to baptile any 10- 


fants , whoſe Parents (one ax lealt) are not members of 

any vible Church. And that every particular C 

gation, is independent, and way . Yea ought to prac 
all fo 


Ecclehiaſticall Government, other Gods ſpiritual 
ordinances , in, and of it ſelt immediately from Chriſt: 
Thenit will follow , that our former proze# is. certai 

true againſt him : And ſo much (the premiſes 
is by himſelfacknowledged ; for thus hee ſayth:: If #4 
Church be deprived of that liberty and panes, Which Chriſt 
bath grvenit , &c. If the Elders be deprived of theis pover 
in Government.; for the good of the Church : If I have (#bit- 
aed,the Church under the undae power of the Claſ{ts, &6 If 
theſe., and the like aſſertions intheir Booke he tx ue , 1hews 
there cauſe 10 complaine of the miſerable ſavery and hondeye 
of this Church,and of Tyrannicall government, T, hen ts there 
cauſe , to commend and preferre the liberty,and. freaaome:, J 

: 


the Erowniſts , Which are not ſubief? unto the fowbtr of any 
\ Claſſu or Synod, te. | {2-4 
Nor to trouble then the Reader, with unneceſla 
dſcourſes; Iam well contcted,in this rojoyne iſſue wit 
him , that ſoall wiſe and judicious Readers, ftudions of 
the truth , by this meanes , may the ſooner perceive 
where the fault is, and cenſure it accordingly. 
Touching M:. Pagers perſon, I hope all men ſhall ſee, 
by the care which I haue had, to way all bitternes,and 
unreverend ſpeaches,; (howbeit often provoked toit) 
that I beare no ill will againſt him; truely I doe not : For 
the Lord is a witnes to niy conſcience, I ly not, thatT 
wiſh his good , many wayes, and ſhall be glad to heare 
thatthe Lord, before his changing,doe give him repen. 
tance for the evills, which hee hath committed againſt 
the Congregation ; and other good Servants of God, 
Howſoever , my hope is, that his finne herein hath bene 


: 
, 


of ignorance, atd ſo God for his Sornes lake will pardon 


t to him, 

So for the Claffis , they are men whom I much reye, 
rence, and worſhip God with ny ſoule, for the gifts and 
graces, which appeare in them: Cade for 
their aſſuming unto themſelves authority over our Con, 
gregation:'T his may mind gives me,is their fayling,and it 
cannot by Gods Word be juſtified. Beſides wee ate a 
peopte of another Nation, whoſe language they know 
Not,at leaft moſt of them;and therefore to me it ſeemes 
ſtrange , that they (hould undertake the care and charge 
ot us; being in this regard moſt unfic for.it. Iamperſwa- 
ced, put afide this laſt age, there will not be tound an 
example of the like praCtile anywhere, ſince the Apoltles 
Laos, 


To draw unto a concluſion, the thing that I chiefly 
ayme 
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aymeat, is, that the Churches of God hereafter, may 
keepe & practiſe the ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt, and nor 
under a pretence to haue things better , then the Zoydi 
oWne inititutions , to give place unto the ſinfull deviſes of 
men. Let us conſider Moyles words: Te ſha/ obſerve 10 dee 
4 the Lord your God hath commaunded you : Tou ſhall not 
rurne aſide , ro the right hand, or tothe lefr, When worldl 
Princes.make any ſtatutes ; their ſubjects are care 
ſtrictly to doe them , withour putting thereto, ought of 
their owne, How much more, &c. 

And as for any anſwer that ſhall be made unto this 
Treatiſe;this I ſball defire in it, 1. that all by-matters be 
layd aſide,and the truth followed in love, without gibes, 
reproaches, bitternes, &c.things unbeſeeming the Saints 
of God. 2, That Scriptere-proefes be brought , for the 
matters in cotroverlſy betwixt us.To 75eLaW,and to thete. 

ftimony, All Scriptare (faith Paul) # given by inſpirationef 
God, aud is profitable for doitrine, for reproofe, for correfion, 
for in(trut}ion in righteouſnes. 3. 1doe wiſh that whatſoe- 
ver ſhall be writen, may be done tothe glory of God, as 
of ſincerity, and for the truths ſake. | 
In ſhort, I ſuppoſe, few will take it amiſſe, that T have 
now anſwered for my ſelf, conſidering how often he hath 
called upon me for it ; Where « his warrant ? where # hi 
proofe? &c. And ſeldome aml1 named, but am charged 
with /5:ne, ſlanndering , and thelike. Beſides it is given 
out, that hee profefleth a marvelous deſire, to ſee his 
Booke anſwered before hee dies. Now as hee ſhall haue 
his content herein , ſo God grant, that hee make that. 
good ule of it, as hee ought; and I wiſh hee may. | 
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A Reply to an Anſwer, made of M*. ToHN 
PAGET , againſt W1iLLIAM BEST 
and others. 


Wherein the ſaid WILLIAM BEsT cleares 
himſelf of the imputations laid upon him, and makes 
it evidentunto all men , that the cauſe and ground 
of our preſent troubles , hath chiefly proceeded « 
through M*, PaGETS unjuſt dealing with his 
people, P 


SECTION I. 


Cari Hat M', PaGeT might the eaſter perſwade Anſwer 19. 
Wy, the Reader to be on his {ide,and to thinke his caſe right che Prefact 
Ay, and good: hee ſceketh in the Preface of his Booke, to 
ET diſgrace exceedingly the publiſhy of the juſt complaint, 
14;nit his unjust doings, And this hee doth two wayes : Firſt in 
aicming that #ce ſought helpe of the Browniſts. Secondly that hee 1s 
« imple perſon, one of the leait underiFanding among the Subſcri= 


143 


ANSWER. 
Fl T is untrue that I ſought any helpe of them : For I never 


ſpake toany of themabout the tbing , but onely ro the Prin« 
A ers 
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ter : And it was nothing but this , viz.-that hee thould make & tir; c 
Page ar.ſwer ble (0: i1he copy: whereas theretore hee infinuateth thar t 
the Browniſt were ch'et agents inthe wo kt; and encou agca me and 
others ag at him, This is not ſo : For to my knowledge, not 1 
of them , were made acquainted with the thing, untill 1 rought it | 1 
to the prelle. And the reaſon why I made uſe of him, it was notbe. Þ 6 
cauſe of his Religion , but becauſe hee was an Engliih Printer, and © : 
therctorerhe more fit (as I thought) to be imployed. 
Butwndeed 4 ſimple man may ealily geſle, tor what end,anduſe I { 
| hee names theſe men ; hee doth it (much hike Sanb«llirs deviſe Þ c 
Nob. 6.1 Z. apainſt Nehemiah) to have matte! for an evill Yeport, and that hee p 
might reproach m+, Hee knew well , theſe people are hated of the &| ;; 
world,and ſpoken in many places badly oft; and therefore doubted 
not , but moſt men would give ſentence wholy on his fide , when | » 
they ſhould heare that his oppoſites ſ9r-94: be!pe of th:p1, Andthat 
which I here fay, 1 ſay it on good ground ; For whenloever in his Þ { 
harſh and pafſionate writing, hee goeth about (as often hee doth) 0 
to make us vile iathe eycs of al} men , hee compares us with the I : 
B-owniſts, not prooving againſt us any fnne, but concludeth wee F t: 
doe evill , whenloever in any thing wee accord with them, Many F} C 
inſtances I could give for proofe hereof ; as for example un pag.b. F h 
« ſeeking rodilcredit many of us,about the Lords Supper, hee tellsus tr 
exr plauſible ſpeaches and pretences of reverence toit , are ſuch wthe | of 
Browniſts will ay, Soin another place,charging us with pretended | y 
reverence to the Claſe and Synods, Hee faith re Brownijts them” Mm 
Pag.84. fſelyes will ſeeme ro grve a4 wch, Apaine to reproach ſome ofthe 
Brethren for certaine exerciſes which they ufed privately in thei F th 
families ; wee are told that the 1hing 15 wo [- , rhen that which the | ty 
Brownists doe, VVhen wee complaine againſt him for depriving } D 
a of much heavenly meanes of eaiſicanion ; Hee an{wereth that ue Y el, 
ſame may be found in ſuch as Mr. Amſworth, Ar, lohnſon, 41" ,K0- g2 
Pao.12y, #1fonw and Mr, [acob, Now is not this fine reafoning , and well } t;; 
* The lik beſeeming 4 Teacher in Iſrael! *: in truth as very a S19pi4ci.an as bee Þ | 
wOgaey _ makes mee to be; yetT ſuppoſe I would not write, to ſo {mall 8 pur- 
ro Mir Daven. poſe : For in my underſtanding hee reafoneth to this efle : The 
wjcrwace  Tefuits and other Popilh Prieſts teach ſundry untruths ; 14", Fag® 
his julgement teacherh many things as they doe : therefore 4s. Pager tea 


08-405" many untruths, If this argument will not pale in Schooles , ther 
cet 


Pag. 10F. 


FOR HER RIGHT, 3 
certainly a great part of /4*, Pagets Booke, wants, as truth, ſoart 
00, | 

2. For his reputing me to have the /ea#t nnderifanding among 
the complaiuants : I little eſtecme thereof ; for indeed I know my 
Talent this way 1s very {mall , yer I _ God forit; and doe de- 
fire to itproove the fame unto his glory ; and wiſh from my heart, 
that as ſr. Paget hath received a greater meaſure of good gifts , ſo 
hee would hereafter labour to put them to a better uſe ; and not 
leeke by his witt and learning , to diſcountenance the truth , and 
countenance errour , to the diſhonour of Gods great Name , the 
venerall griet of many good people, and tothe hardning of finners 
in their perverſe and crooked wayes. Hee knowes well enough 
werc it is written , V10 whomſoever much tu piven , of bins ſhall be 
Mui) YreqnHirvea, 

2. It doth not well become a man of M4*, Pagers place and = 
ſeſhon , to upbraid any with their ſimphcity , and meanneſle of 1 Cor-T-27 
WRITES fl . rhirhe foalith Att-4-13 

eitts ; contidering how the Lord many times chooſeth rhe fooliſh 


IJ. 
tings of 11e world, to bring OTEAT rhings thereby ro paſle. And rpc 


Luk.12.48 


DO 
truely for mine owne part, as weake as I am, yet I rruſt through 


Chriſt to be able to defend our juſt cafe undertaken againſt him, PH. 4+13- 
howloever I know my {elf in diverſe reſpets many wayes inte- 
riour unto him, And therefore I doe entreat him to lay boaſtin | 
alide ; and not glory in the flejþ : but ro tollow the truth in love, T Rangs 20 
without calumniations and evill ſpeaches , that ſo our controverſy nh 

may the better and ſooner be ended. 

4. But if I am fo ignorant, as hee reports me to be,how came it 

then to paſſe,that hee and others made an Officer of me ? the Scrip- 

tures torbid thar one of the leaſt underſtanding ſhould be made a AA.6.3- 
Deacon in any Church of God. Certaiply therefore when I was ; 7;.3.8.9 
tected , either you «Mr. Pager dealt not well with the Congre- Rom, 12.8. 
pztion , in not dehorting them from the ation ; by ſhewing unto 
tem my great unfitnes ; or otherwiſe you have now out of ſome 
i! will, taken up this thing of purpoſe againſt me , in hope by the 
dilabling of me, to honour the more your ſelf,and your owne bad- 

OVINPS DY It, | 

F.Such will impartially read your Booke,may plainly perceive,- 
that there is in you a very ill property : that is, in not-carying your | 


kltmore meckely,and gently, towards him, whom you judge to be 


Z {hl 


» Cor.11. 
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the weakeſt of many. Pauls praQtiſe was otherwiſe, hee never 
ſhewed himſelf (that wee can read) froward , violent and bitterin 
ſpeaches unto weake and fimple men, It was not hismannerto 
gibe , {coffe and gird at them , and to publiſh abroad unto others 
their infirmities, of ſet purpoſe to exaſperate them, and to make 
them contemwptible. The more infirme any member is, in our na. 
turall bodies, the more ſoftly wee handle it, But have you Mr, Pa 
ger dealt fo with ne ? (ſpeake out.) You ſay, / ans fraple, I pray 
what meanes haye you uſed to make me wiſer? Have you hitherto 
taken any. particular courſe for my bettering ? Saveing of latein- 
deed , you have fent forth into the world many untruths apainſt 
mee. It your ſimple and weake people {hall find fuch hard dealing 
at your hands, what may the ſtronger and wiſer ex{pet. Well ma 
I fay in another mans words, /s 1/25 the long ſuſfermg ſpirit of meck- 
nes , in ſeeking to recover the lo5?, 

6. Ite Mr. Paget dare take my teſtimony , I doe aſſure him, 
there are many that wonder at his great overtight ; how heecould 
without bluſhing , mention the Browniſts in this thing ; as thinking 
co advantage his caſe any way by it. Contidering what a chief 
agent, hee hath bene unto ſome , which were ſome times of them: 
not onely to ſer their aiſcontented hamonrs upon ſcandalous enter 
priſes ; but to gather up himſelf, all the perfonall fayling which hee 
could find out amorg them, ard afterwards under other mens 
names, to publiſh it in print , whereby to make them odious, Oh 
me thinkes ſ{ceing hee knew himſelt faulty this way , hee ſhould 
have bene therewith ſo dcepely aftcRed, as (in the words of an- 
other) faid ; As 1 have dere, ſo hath God requited me, Indeed wee 
read in Scripture , that the Lord many timcs puniſteth menin the 
ſame kind ard manner wherein they have offended *.But I perceive 
A", Paget lcokes upon others, otherwiſe then on himſelf, and 
thinkes his neighbours may not take the liberty , to rcturrethat 
backe unto him, which hee ſends abroad. 

But to lcave him inthe midſt of his owne thoughts ; I doe de- 
fire thee (good Reader) totake notice , how greatly hee hath abu- 
ſed thee, and many others, by a falfe report,in ſaying that the Brow 
miſts were ſpeciall Atheurs in the worke, chief agents, ſetters of 8 # 
Worke , encouragers of 18 againſt him, Whereas (1 ſpeake itinal 
good conſcience) that not one of thew,to my knowledge 000 

08) 
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rreated the Printer (as I faid before) to ſer it out in a pood order, 
and no other aſſiſtance was there ſought , either From lim. or any 
other of them, | 
ME. Paget promileth his Readers in the firſt page ofhis Pre- 
face , to give ſome light unto them , for the better decerning and jug- 
ging of the differences between 4, Now truely if this be his beſt light, 
I hope the Godly wiſe will take heed how to follow it. For in truth 
the /17ht which bee here ſets up , is much like unto a falſelatterne, 
which il] diſpoſed people hang out on ſome cleft or high place , of 
urpolſe to cauſe the Mariners to miſle the haven, and to runne 
their Veſlells on the rocks. Much better therefore hee had done, if 


hee had followed the Apoſtles precept;that is, Nor have put a ſtum- gg, x4.13, 


bling vlocke , or an occaſion to fall in his brothers way, For (uch a 
praQiſe diſpleaſeth God , and bringeth alwayes at laſt ſorrow and 
{hame unto the doer ofit, 


SECTION II. 


4 & Ouching the matter conteyned in his Booke , my anſwer to 
it (if God will) ſhall be thus : Firſt I will ſhew how inju- 
rioully hee hath dealt with me in particular, Secondly proovye,that 
the things which hee maintaineth againſt us,are unlawfull. 

Inthe 92 page of his Booke hee proclames me to be a manthat 
have given preat offence, and am become an evill example unto many, 
by the open violation of the Sabbath in mine owne houſe , and by re= 
ſorting unto the aſſembly of the Remons#trants , and have bene aamo- 
mſhed by him in the name of the Elder ſhip , and have juſtly deſeryca 
farther Cenſare, 


ANSWER 


JF T is a note (as God noteth it by Ezechiel) of an w»fai1>full 

ſheapheard , that hee ſeckes not that which was loſt : How di- 
rely this note appeareth in 241”, Paget, may be ſcene here, and els 
where in writing, For howbeit kee bath ſet mee , and others forth 
before all men , for heynors offendours , moſt ſinſull walkers , deſer- 
Fers of Church Cenſures , & 6, notwithſtanding to this day he bath 
WF A 3 not 
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meddle with our matters, or helped us at any time, either by word 
or writing. Indeed when I brought the copies to the preſſe, I en- 


7 
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not performed 4 brothers dnety , much lefle 4 Paitonrs towards 

2 18.15 any pays in uſing meeke and Chriſtian meanes, to bri us, if wee 

Lev. 9.17 goe aſtray , in to the right way againe. If an earthly 5 (hould 

Prov, 25.9. tell openly his childrens faulrs abroad, but neyer at home mention 

them unto them, hee would be (and juſtly roo) greatly condemned 

forit. Then how much more is A4*.; Faget to do : 

that did not endeavour to make his people to ſee their faults , until] 

they did fee them our. in print under his hand, Hee canteach us,that 

it is our duety 0 advertiſc him of his defetts and negletts in private; 

Pag.94. but itſeemes hee takes not the care which he ſhould, to practiſe his 

owne doarine. The which thing makes his caſe the worſe, for to 

Jam,4. ule, him that knoweth to doe good, and aoth ut not, to hins #t is finne, That 

is, his offence is the greater, and anſwerablero it (without true re- 

Luk12-47 pentance) will his punithment be. Our dealing with him hath bene 

otherwiſe ; for wee brought nothing forth publikely againſt him, 

| before wee bad uſed other meanes for his recovery : Yea till wee 

Mch.1.9. found the wonnd incurable, & he in his courles incorrigible,ſo farre 

I ſay from giving us any hope of amendement,as that hee deprived 

us quite of all powerto meddle any turther with him,and ante 

us, not much unlike the old Iewes, { have loved ſtrangers, and after 
them 1 will goe. 

I known pag. 15. hee beareth the Reader in hand,as if wee had 

not ſhewed his {tnnes unto him out of the Word of God; and hence 

abuſeth a ſaying in /96, Burt many can teſtity rhe contrary ,towt, 

that his ſinnes have bene ſhewed to him out of the word of God (I 

ſay) many times,6c by many perſons,& not Brethren onely, but our 

Elders too,privately and openly; as is to be feene inthe Records of 

our Church , where they doe proteſt both againſt his doeings and 

the Claſhs alſo. But faith hee , {1 am not convinced of my erronr. Fo 

may any offendor fay,although his lies and vanitics ſhould be never 

ſo ſoundly refuted. Ir is reported of one eAn.:x4g9744, that hee at- 


Jer. 2.25. 


firmed , that the ſnow was black ; and when it was alledged , that 


the ſence, the eye , the ſight, judged it to be white : hee anſwered, 
Cic, wm Luis jt qid nor as much 4s (eeme white to him , becauſe hee knew that the 
cull. _ water of which it was concealed # black. Men might ſay what they 
Wo4- li apainſt him , but they could not fatisty him, nor folve his reaſon. 


If 4, Paget were not overmuch conceited touching his opinions 


in queſtion, I am per{waded bee would leave them : For (uffi- , 


cient 


” 5 ie, 
EB A 
7 ES Or 
_ 
IH 4 


FOR HER RIGHT. p 


cient bath bene faid for bis convition-therein., 

2. For my gooing to the Aſſembly of the RemonFRrants , It is 
true, 1 have bene there; and 44, Pager afterwards had alittle ſpeach 
with me about it But no word of God, to my remembrance, did 
hee then alledge , tro convince * my conſcience of the unlawfullnes, xs , g 
ofthe thing. Moreover hee [hould have done well,to have told his ,j4. 7 
Readers , what my anſwer was at the ſametime unto bim, I ſpake 2 Tim.3, 
as hee knowes) tothis effet: /f I goe a#troy , it is through your 16.17% 
occaſion, in caiFing ſtumbling blocks * dayly in my way, ſo Mmany.and *Mat.1$.6 
great, that my ſpirits 15 even broken within me : For your cararges 
are (0 evill againſt us , m ſeeking to hinder ws from the benefit of good 
Muiſters , that I cannot live under yours with any comfort. What 
rcliefe my poore diſtreſſed ſoule then had of him, I ſhall never for- 
oet: For I may ſay (and that truely) as /ob did in the like cafe;hee 
was 4 miſerable comforter , a Phyſician of no value, The mooving Job 16, 2.5 
of his lips was fo farre from — my grief, that on the con- 
trary , hee heaped up words againſt me to encreaſe mine afflition, 

Ia the reading of this accuſation , it comes to my mind, what I have 
ſometimes ſeene in the Country where I lived , viz. many poore 

ſheepe , even forced to runne into deſerts, hedpes, briars, through 

the impatience & rage of ſome feirce 8 froward Shepheards;either 

in ſetting their dogs on them , or running in themſelves furioufly 

amongſt them : be which folly and indiſcretion had they not 

ſhewe, none of their flocke would have gone aſtray, The appli- 
cation of this , I referre to /4®, Paget. Ler him con(ider of it, rake 
adviſe,aud ſpeake his mind; and if hee pleaſe compare with it /erem. 
b1, 

3. If to reſort to the Aſſembly of the Remon#tsants be ſo hey- 
nous an offence before the Lord , that it deſerveth as hee faith rhe 
Cenſrre of the Church ; how then comes it to paſle , that bee deales 
inthis thing ſo badly with others ? Hee is a member of the Claflis, 
and hath therein (according to his owne doQtrine) equal] authority 
with the reſt over the Dnrcy Church here in Amſterdam, Now it 
s well knowne to him, and fuch as fitt with him, that many of the 
Dutch memb-1 5 doe reſort frequently. unto the Aſſembly of the Re- 
monſtrants, Notwithſtanding doth 4", Paget tell them of their 
gen wickednefie , exhort his fellow Preſbyters to admoniſh them 
for it, and to cut them of from the Church,except they is pi 
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eruth is , as farre as I can underſtand , hee is quite dumbe this way 


and ſtirres not at all in it,and therefore it is certaine,that that which 


hee here brings in againſt me, is cither done-wout of ſome dif; 


Rion unto my perfon , or els hee [hewes great awpartiality , to. ſay 


the beſt of it, But it ſeemes hee is not carefnll to have his mini 


like a g/afe, in which all may behold their pony ; burrather to the 


| ſpiders web , which holdeth the leſſer Fiyes,bur lets the greater paſlle 
through at their pleaſure. And hereI may well returne backe un« 


fouler himſelf into the fame fault. 
4. Whereas bee intimateth that hee in the name of the Elder. 
ſhip hath admoniſhcd me for the open violation of the Sabbath, T 
defire the Reader to take knowledge , that no ſuch thing was ever 
done by him ; neither did 1 know , that either hee, or the Elders, 
bad any ſuch thing againſt me , till I ſaw the accuſation out in print, 
And what I here fay , 1*. Page: knowes it to be true , although 
with bis pen bee hath writea otherwiſe. Hee complains agaialt 
Ar, Davenport in pag. 4.2. for want. of foncere and plaine dealing, 
And why ? beats 

words, But what cauſe haye I to complaine againſt him , for wants 
of plaine and ſincere dealing , for publiiiing againſt me many uns 
truths. Notwithſtanding I will not bid him,as bee doth me, to awa* 
ken his froLen and benummed conſcience , (tor I have better learned 
x Pet. 3.9. Chriſt, then to render evill for evill) onely in all ſingleneſle of 
heart, as before the Lord , I doe entreat him , totake more heed 
hereafter unto his words, and that the Law of 1141h * may be in his 
mouth , and that bee will ſpeake it from the heart. Hee promiled 
the Reader to ſtand on his watch , and not to doe the leaſt wroung td 

Preface, bhis oppoſites , for the greateſt which they had done unto him. 
indeed hee ſpake ; but hath hee done fo? not in the leaſt, Forl 
Ter, 3.5. may truely fay, as the Propher faith , Hee hath ſpoken and done evil 
, thi:gs as hee could, Of which wee {hall have juſt occaſion to ſpeake 
_ more hereafter. 
5. Howloever hee bath charged me with open violation of the 


* See Mal. 
2, 6. 


Sabbath , yet to proove the thing ſo, hee will never be able to doe. 


it , though hee ſtrive till his heart ake, And therefore (Chriſtian 
wo bile | Reade) 


to him, his owne words : (having taxed Afr, Awſworth for partia- 
par pag. dUutue) Let all men of conſcience 1nage what ſincerity there is in your 
32 Ly x comſe, Thus hee can take occaſion to blame another : and yerfall 


ethe other without bis knowl:dge did write bis 
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Reader) thou mayeſt ſee, how farre hee is from taki ng good wayes 
to ih me, if Iam fallen, asonthe contrary hee rl a by blot 
ting my name, to keepe me onward ſtill in an uneven walking. But | 
toanſwer him direQly ; if Mr. Pager had bene as foreward, to have 
made inquirie for the truth of the thing, as too foreward to publiſh, - 
anuntruth about it,' hee ſhould haye heard with his eares,and ſeene ,._ _ - 
with bis eyes , that I am fo farre from offending this way , that my 
care and labour to the contrary hath bene an occaſion of fome dif- 
ference in my familie as alſo of many jeſts and reproaches frommy 
neighbours about me. And here let ir > 0 be oblerved, the great 

artiality of this man : hee taxeth me for S46bath breaking: Now it 
E chinke, as hee ſpeaketh, that it is a finne 10 buy 4nd ſell on thats 

diz. Oh how negligent then is bee inthe worke of the Lord,in not 

being more 7 Saſs carne3t, to have the ſame reformed.” Hee can-' 

not poſſi'vly be ignorant , that under his Eccleſiaſtical Gonvernment 

(as hee rakes it) cliere are many ſcoores, conſtantly breakers of the 

day; I ſay many wayes : notwithſtanding bee ſuffereththem alone, - 

and never admoni{herch them thereof. But how hee will be able to 

anſwer this unto God , ler hee himſelf looke well to it. It may be 

hee thinkes ro helpe bimſelf with that deviſe, which hee talkes off in” 

p4g.97, Viz, a quarter watching ; but for my part I verily thinke, ; 

that the Lord will require a tri accoum * of him;for every ſoule, * Marr.25] 
whither Engliſh or Datch , that hee hath undertaken to be a watch 24+ 

man unto them 3 and if hee have caken upon him a greater charge, 
then hee is able ro looke unto : Let him conſider, whither hee tay: 

not juſtly feare, that the Lord will puniſh bim, tor his preſumption 
and omifion roo. 

Laſtly whereas hee addes the word , open , to have the Reader 

thinke,that my offence this way is nozor10u6, Ianſwer,that never to 
my knowledge was there any doore or window in my Shop ope- 
ned on the Lords day , to make outwardly any ſhew , whereby to 
Gaw people into the ſame, 1na word that which hath bene deli- 
rered to any , hath bene for the moſt part phyſical rhings , forthe. 
preſent uſe of ficke people. A 


SECTION 
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354- 


. and many good'Chriſttans comforted, 


Rm.2.21. 
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SECTION TI. « 
Ecauſe the fowler will be fureto kill-the bird.if bee can : Hm 
therefore charger bs proce wirh raany thots; thats, ifon 
doe mille, yet another. may ftrike ber dead. /1;.Paget in this place 
comes out againſt me,much like ſuch a gunner, ſeeking at one tho 
ro ſbute a 12 terrible bullers into my f1ds, But I (ball endeavour(the 
Lord aſſiſting me) to, ayoyd them all , by-makiog it-cleere and evi. 
dent (ro every indifterent Reader) that I am not injwr:0ns in any 
one of the particulars, wherewith hee moſt injurioufly cules 
me 


irſt hee ſayth, I am 13471045 to Mc, Davenport fn printing : Fen 
which hee wrote without his conſents, ” 


ANSWER 


1, | | Owſoever 1. Davenport knew not oft, yet for ought] 

| knew hee was povhoelinges heveitp boſhed, I 
2. Though hee wrote it , yet the matter jointly concerned usalh 
therefore it was neceſſary (2 I thought) that- it ſhould notly bid 
inthe hands of a few men; ſecing (moſt probably) by the-pubilhing | 
of it, God 'would be glorified, tlietruth cleared, errour co | 


«:. .* 
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3, Howſdever e Af. Paget here finds fault with me ; notwith- 
ftanding the ſame thing hath bene ſometime his owne praftife. T 
pray , who gave him leave toſet-forth Af*. Ainſworth writings; Of 
what conſent had hee of 24", Robinſon , when hee printed certain 
letters of his , ſent privately to. D. Ames. I doe not- mention his 
doings , to juſtifie my owne thereby ; but onely tro ſhew hisgreat. 
partialty-, in. judging: that to be evill in- another-, which himſelf 
notwithſtanding is moſt-forward to doe, Is not Pauls faying bere 
worthy of remembrance, Tex wich teacheft another, teaches thow 
not thy ſclf. T26f? 
The ſecond injury which I have done-is to ſome »f my fellows. | 
complaynanss , who profeſſe themſelyes (as bee ſaith) highly offended 
at the printing thereof. : 
Anſw. Ifthey be offended, the queſtion is, whether it be notan 
offence taken, but none given, As for /4”, Pager, bee hath not yet /q \ 
prooved 
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therefore hee begs onely thedu io 5 hy! 
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'2 
word of God'to rp r® > lime: 
reaſon thusAf ſome of my ſRflow cottiplaynants,doe p 
ſelves to be highly offended with ff, Paper , for hi 
unchriſtian ſpeaches , and divers great abuſes offe; 

men: The OT rious ur 

of my fellow complaynants : pfofelſe thus: Th 
Now let me ſec whar defence hee can make for in 
| not{erveto cleare me every way as well, 
Athird pretended Injury Is, becauſe a Brown #} did print with 
a ſchi(maricall adauton tn the end. M r <1 Th tat V ng | 4by : 
Anſw. I doe deny that adaition 0 pe FORO contrary 
wiſe holy and good, even a duety commiaunded in cripture Pray 
Qiſed in the beſt and pareſt Churches , juſtifyed by the moſt judi- 
cious Divines , ancient and moderne ; as I ſhall (chai 22 oe 1 
proove. But no maryaill that -f,,, Paget is offended it ef 
the Godly are there encouraged to ſtand falt in that freedomean 
liberty ,vhich Chriſt hath purchaſed for them with his owne, blood. 
This bee cannor indare ; this hee cantiot tead with patience; agpingt 
this hee proclames open watre , gibes often at it , and reproacheth 
erery one that ſincerely embraceth the ſame. But let him ke iheys 
-- for calling good, eyill ; God bribg not the woe; in, E/as upon Chap.5.204 
is head. * ae Ts - hab 
As for the unteverend terme it ſelf , which hee. giveth. unto 
Chrifts inftitution : we weigh it not, neither are we any more di(- 
couraged , from the holding of it faſt , then were our fathers of el- 
dr time , diſcouraged from 'embracing the Goſpell , becauſe the 49, 28.22: 
enimies of it , called it ſchiſme , fattion , foliſhnes, hereſic, 66C. It is & 24.5. 
reported of one Theodotivs , having detiyed Chrift , that hee might 7 £97-1-23 
not be blamed for it , taught that Chriſt was meere man and not A5-24-18 
God : So Mr. Paget in the caſe of Church gowyernment ,that his | 
owne and other mens faults may not be ſcene , in notuſing or fub- 
mitting to it , doth Jabour what hee can to diſcredit the ſame,., Bat 
whether the power which wee ſtand for, be ſchiſmaticall,,, or his 
eApoſtaticall , T hope by this Treatiſe , the Reader ſhall be able to 
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4% * "hw. . . . 
_ _ 4. Beeſaith,]I haye bene injurious unto him, i» ſþ.eading 
"(6 rmany unti aths ig a1uſt him , a4 ave before noted, 


: - 


'Anfw. 1. I had a juſt cauſe to doe,what 1 did; both for thera 


ſake,and his owne too: For firſt if every good lubje&tbe 
his power to maintaine the terporall »«g4rs and Z4w+s of Prince 
whether it be by diſcovering ot treaſon , ſuppreſſing rebellion yr 
the like: Then much more ought. all -Chr:'/ts ſabzetts ro doe 


- Againe, who will nor draw his brother out of a deepe pit or wellyif 
bee fee any way or meanes for it, The truth is, Ar, Pager through 
Satan and his owneluſt, is fallen into many great (innes; and there. 
fore out of Chriſtian compaſſion to his ſoule, Houſes the books; 
being confident , if there be any farther courſe, to be taken by me 

for his recovery, this is it ; becauſe now (queſtionles) hee (halle 
(if hee will be contended to open his eyes) his errours ſoundly 
and effeQually refuted. 
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2. Whereas hee faith our writings are wntruths, I ay hee ſpeaks 


untruely in it ; for there is nothing ſer downe there , but w 


prooyed ;as in part I ſhall doe in this treatife;and more,I underſtand, 
15 ſhortly to come forth, Beſides I doubt nor , but J*, Dayenpat 


will doe the like, ſo farre as the thing concerneth him. 2 
3. Howloeyer hee hath made a large diſcours, in his ownejulti 
Kcation , rantoby earenge Join hath not cleared himſelfat all, inthe 
maine things laid to his charge , viz. promiſcuous Bariſme, anathe 
anthority of the Claſſis, Yet hee knowes untill hee proove theſe two 
points to be lawfull , our whole writing ſtandech firmely , andefft- 
ually againſt him. As for the many ſw- !l;ng wo: ds uſed (through- 
our his Looke) in his owne praiſe : In my underſtanding it had 
beene better, if ſome other bad done it,and not his. owne mouth. Io 
the Olympicks games men did not put parlands and Crownes on 
their owne heads , but waited till others did it. In truth ſelf pr 
is very unſeemely. Hence in derifion they fay : Hee dweltby ba 
+105. 8-13: zeighbours : Belides ſuch perſons uſually are leaſt credited *: and 


*x Sam.1F 


12. — reaſon too,for the greateſt boaſters,are commonly the worlt 
ooers *, As the emprtieſt veſſels make the loudeſt ſound , drieſt 
15.9. things the greateſt flame; ſo thoſe which proclawe, as with ſound 


Revel.3. 


oftrumpet, their owne goodnes, have moſt times leaſt of it. Thazl 


may' be. the lefſe offenlive in wy words, I will here ſpeaket®, 
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AM, Paget in his owne: Certainly it was a wants, of modeſty andpriv p,, «+ 
dency F him , to make ſuch af fpoter 10 va I Eag.G'n- ” 
For hee hath vainely prayſed himſelf, and wrounged ww. Yeain ftead ' > 1) 
of clearing himſ-If , hee 1s more pollmed,” His owne' tongue defileth pay je" 
him. And therefore his glorying is no#good. |. af wh by 

The fife thing wherein I am irjurtous (in his conceit) is to our | 
whole Congregation , to blot the ſame with report of tnfamoni conten- ry” 
tion, fattion- , Oc 1361 | 0 
Anſw, 1, As they that ſtirre up warre and ftrife,, impuite the 1udg. rr. * 

cauſe unto others, which lyeth onthernſelves; ſo dealeth 44*, Pager 13. ©. 
with me: For who hath bene the cauſe and authour to blot owr Con- 1 X'g-18. 
gregarion with report of infamous contention, fathonw, Oc, "but bee: * d. 
chiefly: For had hee contained himſelf within hisowne bounds,not 

plaid the Duotrephes ; ſuffered the Church to have exerciſed her x 
owne due power; not brought in mens deviſes amongſt us, wee had | 
not ſeene and felt the ſhame and milery which now wee doe, And 

that all may ſee, whatſoever infamy ourChwurch lyerh under;that it is 

come principally by his meanes. I defire theſe things may beraken 

into conſideration, 1:The abuſes from timeto time done to ourE(- / 

ders, that which they jointly doe ; if it fall notin his '/ine, bee ter- 

meth it an wnrightcom law, a bone of contention, a rocke of offence, In buLetter 
injurious 10 the Magriſtrate , defrojers of the liberty of the Church, given into 
ringleaders to faftion,&c, It they in opinion differ from him;then *b* Con/t- 
bee makes them parties : and {o dilableth them from judging'in the for 1 _ 
cale; yea profeſſeth hee will not: 1ollerate rhe thing, Idoelet paſſeto , g 32. 
peake of his taxing them for inſufficiency of his procureing the 
Claſſes to* cenſure them; how hee rejeQstheir adviſe and counceill: *8-18 63 
For of all theſe things wee ſÞall have a —_—— hereafter, This _ 

onely by the way I fay ; how {leightly ſoever hee thinkes of &wirng + 

Eluers , notwithſtanding they have a great place inthe Church of 

Chriſt ; ſuch power and autbority as (waking the conſent of the 

Church with them) they may call the Pa#tom to giverhem an ac- 

count of his doing. Yea and to depole him: from his miniſtery. Jt 

there be juſt 2 , although Clafles and Synods take his part,,Ler 

no man thinke that this is a new dottrine ; for our chief Divines R&eftars 
teach ir. /f any one * of the EccleſiaFicall Officers themſelves. ſhall Kings ſupv. 

finne, hee is as ſubiett ro the Cenſures of the reſt , as any other mens. Þ4g;" 5+ 

| ber in the Congregation», tf they ſball + 5H ſeandateyſly, whe fo — 
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Repl 1D; inthe execution of their office , or in any other ordinarie! nauner ,t ” 
Downames 4Be (ongregat ion, that choſe chem freely » hath as free power to tlepal 
defen. l,2. \them; and to place others in their raome. And no'marvaill, if "Prot. 
pare,2 page ſlants write thus: For the Papiſts ingeniouſly ſay'as much 2 "Th 
Diſccars Ps Church may not onely exath an acconnt of her Miniſters, but depo + 
T1 os them and rejett them altogether, if they beinorfite, Hence then we Þ ; 
Franck. pag lee $ when-a Congregation #5: injgred by any of her Officers ," | k 
162. art.65 wants not power 1n her ſelf immediately from Chriſt to redreſſet 
» Exh m : -arjdtherefore if ſhe ſuffer contitmall'miſery,it is her owne faalt,and 
1 oy it. ſodeſerveth the leſſe pitty. But toproceed. : 3 
WU LI. 2. Hee hath made our Church to lie downe in her hameyby 
his inve&ive writing , againſt many members thereof; matching | 
them many times with the vileſt enimiesthat ever God had; 
Pag.2.3, Corah\, and'the Rebels with him , the 4poſiates [ſraelhtes, the mu 
derers of Chriſt, the perſecurors ofthe Saints; and other moſt notg» 
rious Hereticks and blaſphemers. But himſelf unto meeke Moyles 
tothe good Prophets, yea tothe Lord and Chrift,and to /ohy Hmt 
the Bohemian , that faithfull Martyr of Chriſt. Againe to fay nd - 
* Prov, $.8: thing of the contemptible'termes which hee uſerh * ; nor of hisaps | 


T Pag.29. gravations, in ſeeking to ſet Magiſtrates ,and Miniſters *,anda 'T 


; Pap 73 yariance with us ; truely bismocking F is intallerable : In this heeis 


$ 52. * farte from that gravity which ſhould be in a Miniſter of God, ipt- 
100, Cially in a man of his yeares ; ſober dealing would better becoi 
102, him;for asPaul faith, ſ#ch things are not ſeemely. But in truth I find thi 
103. to bebisconſtit praRiſe in all his writings:T would hee did oncele | 
pho 5 it , and conſider the diſhonour which hee cauſethuuto the Chureh : 
Arrow p.52 by it. The Preacher o ſought ro find out acceptable woras , and tha, 
65-254 which' was written was upright, even words of truth, Ke 2 
*Ecceſ.12, 3. To come more particularly to' his accuſation ; why dothhee 
10, terme, that which wee haue done , #»ſamous contention, Tc. ſon 
pag.4. 4 fattion in the Church, I take it hee ſpeaketh this, becauſe 
wee have oppoſed his courles;if this be his meaning, then I anſwer: 
IT. Diotrephes might have framed the like objeQion, when the bies 
thren withſtood him. 3:Ioh. and on as good ground too. '' 2-W&. 
* Inde 3+ know that the Saints are commaunded to contend * for rhe faith; 
Prov, 28.4- and to hold faſt every ordinance of the Lord. If ſubjeRts, freemely Jg., 1; 
ſcholers,&c. will not looſe the previleidges of their Country', WS. 1, 
ties; Houſes ;-much lefſe ſhould the ſonnes of God , let goe any Bat 
| oe | - racy. 
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FOR HER RIGHT, if 
their rights , which they have in-Chriſk, 3. As for keeping peace, 
either with him or others, it muſt be done * with Far 1s. 100M K4 


and according to Jeſus Chriſt, True it is; wee may accord with him; Heb12.14 
but how? If wee will make our ſelves the ſ&ryants of men, and yeeld 0 25+ 5« 


unco-that, which ourconſciences perſwade us,is moſt unlawfull,” Tt 
is faid of N abaſh the, Ammonite, that hee would nor be at peace 


with the men of [abrſh Gilead, unleſſe' hee might rhrufF out all their | cam. x 1.2 


1ght eyes. An unreaſonable condition': Notwithſtanding I ſhall” 
make it appeare untoall men, jnall places , whereſoeverthisBooke 
ſhall come , that Mr, Pagers Termes, propounded for reconcilia- 
tion with us , are worſe agreat deale, For either-wee muſt make 
our {elves {piritually blind', in things neceſfary to ſalvation , and caſt 
off ſome of Chriſts Ordinances and praGile , in the placethereof 
hymaine deviſet-; otherwiſe for tlie preſent there is no hopeto be* | 
a union with him, | / 
But as it isin the Proverbe , a man may buy-gould to deave ; even 
ſo formy part, howſoeverl deſire from'my heart to accord' with. 
tim, neverthelefſe-my care muſt be ſo to-have'it , asthat'T may ac- 
= with God,and' have peace of conſcience, Now to the'next ſup- 
poſed injury. | | 
The fie to-the- Claſſis, in defaming their gouvernment, and pro« 
credings, 
Anky, r. If MF, Paget had the abilityto prooye his bould affir- 
mations , withinevitable reaſons, as a ſpeciall faculty , to diſgrace 
men by untrue reports , hee would be «- Di/Þmter', one of athon- 
land, What have wee ſaid about the Claſſis, that hee hath any 
where in his Booke refuted. Indeed'\much windy take hee uſeth in | 
the thing; that !he Claſſis 15 ancient; other (hwrehes ſland in as much Pay. 71. 
[uheftion ro it as bis: This order was invheſe (ountries before his 72+ 
Ong over, The Synods have agreedthat ſome things ſhall nor” 18. 
br proceeded with , without the adviſe of the Claſſis. The Claſſicall 66. 
Afembly did judge thus : and a great deale more hee writes juſtto 25. 
JUispurpole, But the Reader (hall find: grapes on thoryes, and figgs 
J* %2itl:s, afſoone as one ſoundargumentin hisBooke, to july 
J'bat power and authority, which there is now exercifed. Notwith- 
"Fanding whoſoever ſhall read underſtandingly his Booke , will ſay 
= bee hath not left this point unprooved, out of forgetfullnes;but 
Filer of meere poverty , as not having any authenticall records = 
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the holy Ghoſt , under the (! adow whereof hee could find any ſlids 
tcr, toſhrowd his Claffica'! funQion as a D-vine Or dinance, d 

2. Butto come neerer the matter ; whatſoever wee have faid of 
the C/af'w, wee ſtand triftly to it , avd are well able ro proove it, 
Two things wee have affirmed; x. That wee belceve,that gouvern« 
ment , which they exerciſe over ſuch Congregations , unto which 


they ſtand not properly Miniſters, is an #1:d#c power, 2, That wee 
have found vesy hard dealing attheir hands. For the firſt, I ſhallre. 
ferre the Reader to Sett.7.8.'T ouching the later,if need bel thinke 
Y They our Elders * will be witneſſes for me. Howloever ſure I am, 
_ that AM", Hookers caſe cleares it lufficiently ; they having made an eA8 
. Cee altogether againſt the liking of our E!4ers and Congregation, that 
| arkeywt hee thould not be admitted 19 1he Pulpit of the Engliſh Church, for 
Church of any edification- # thereof, There went hereupon 40 Brethren of 


ber due more to the Conliſtory , and there [hewed their preat diſcontent 
power. 12, 
Nov 1631 


Betides wee told them,that wee had not bene with the Magiſtrates, 
their auth. and therefore as yet the matter belonged not to them ; in a word 
rity, but be= it was promiled, that unlefle 17". Hooker would acknowledge thei 
cauſe wee authority *,hee {hould not be preſented tothem at all: Many other 
view #2 perlwaſions by words,asallo by writing, were delivered in Dwich: 
on v.aunc to j . , , 
preſent bim Notwithſtanding for all this, they would nor reyoake their ſet» 
to them. tence; butconfirmed it a new. 1s * /ſracl a ſervant , ts hee hom 
* 1c1.2.14- born:?. why is hee ſpoiled, 
* Pap.49- ,,, Pt fo the point , 11s record (to uſe Mr. Prgets * words in the 
= like caſe) 15 an authentich witnes, not lyable to exception ; for whit 
* 000.12 ] have herc ſaid, is recorded in the Afts of our Confiſtory *. And 
1031- thatthiswasto hard adcaling with us , I proove it thus, 1. The 
* Exiſt $3, ownht to be nothing (as BeJ a *laith) impoſed ona people againſt thet 


wills. Now imagen that our owne Elde ſhip ſhould decree a thing, F 
either to be done or not ; yer could they not enjoyne us (by Wy 


Wang 
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raw of God) to obey them in it ; further then wee our ſelyesdoe 
Ge the ſame to be lawfull, and fo voluntarily aſſent unto it, And if 
it be ſo ; then by what authority can Officers of other Congrega- 
tions , require us to ſtand to their aQts ; ſpecially when wee neither 
like them , nor judge them good, It ſeemes Zwinglie was againſt 
ſuch doings ; for hee faith , Whoſcever with a Comncilt of Biſhops, obey 
(ball impoſe On Christian people any Law , or obſervation at, their mY 
oyne (1king (hee meaneth without the peoples conſent) hee inwa- 
deth the Churches right by 4 violent commanud, Inanother place: Artic,64- 
Such Elders as without the Churches conſent, decree things at, their 
one pleaſure,are in name Elders, but indeed Tyrants. Cyprian * in + Cypria.l.4, 
lundry places writes , that a// matters ought to be determined by the Ep.21. 34+ 
Bjhops , Elders , and the people prefent and conſenting : Otherwiſe 46.26. 32- 
(ayth hee) matters are not firme and ſure, Forthis very caſe Chem. & 14. 3Is 
115 * condemneth the Councill of Trent ; viz. becauſe they ſet * Exa.Conc, 
downe their decrees (as it were) wuncontroulably , and not under the Trid part,1 
examination of the (hurches. . D.Bulſon * ſaith, that vo Council P4g-3- 
can bind a whole Church; except there be a generall conſent, 2.Secein *Cont. Ap 
the authority of particular Congregations, is (as 4*, Parker + fach L F40A Ecel, 
andlargely prooveth it) above al Synodrs, I cannot ſee whatrea- 1,3.c.13. fe 
ſon a tew men haue , to take upon them the ſubjeRing of a whole x 30. 
Congregation to their decrees; yea and to * (enſwre the Elderſhip, 1,500 
if they (though with the Churches liking) doe contrary to it. It was with our Elds 
not the manner of Biſhops ( ſaith D. Whaker) in the primitive + ws 
times , 10 aſſume unto themſelves juriſdiftion and gouvernment over _— —_— 
others, 3, If it be right * that the common defire of a particular.conrary:s 
Congregation,in things lawfulll ſhould take place, before one mans ns | 
oppolition to it, then I take it,the matter was not well caried, when page os 
M*,Paget prevailed againſt the Elderſhip and Church too. 4.This + $« Bok 
practiſe is contrary to the 0/d 1#le, generally received among the Pol.Eccll. ; 
learned, That, + which concerneth all , ought of all to be approoved, c-12. p. 88 
But ſome may fay , how is thisto be done? I anſwer in the words roy 
ot D. Eulke *, That the Elders (layth hee) may have their ſentence _— "oe 7 
to be the ſentence of the Church, they muit (when they have travailed + 1 gqmed 
examining of caſes) propound them to the whole multitude , that it Diſcours of 
may be confirmed by their conſent, Obſerve here, how according to Eccleſ. diſcs, 
this mans opinion , the Claſſis ſhould firſt have propounded the ? +36. 
F\ingto our Congregation,and if wee jointly had approoved there» 
greg? | 
| C of, then 
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of, then might they have concluded , that it was 4 Church v.49, 
otherwiſe not. 

5. Howſoever the Claſfes bavejoyned with 14", Paget againk | / 
us, and they together deprived us of /1*,. Hooker,and AM, Day. | : 
port , notwithſtanding hetherto wee have not ſeene them , to wy. 4 » 
rant their proceedings by the Scriptures ; and therefore in-thi; {| t! 
reſpe& wee alſo take it,that they have dealt too hardly with us: Fo 
who knoweth not , that in all queſtions of this nature, no other te. Þ t! 
ſtimony or argument can ſtrike the ſtroake to perſwade the con. | n 

*Chriſoft-in (cience, but the word of God; for as one * well faith: /f any thay f 
Bj 95. ad be ſpoken without Scriptmre,the mind of the heareth halteth; now ſhe- 11 
em, king at it , ſometimes turning from it 4s frivolous , ſometimes tumnin 
to 11 4s probable : But when the teftimony of the ſpeaker i. 
from Divine Scriptare , it confumeth both the (peach of the ſpeaks, 
and mind of the hearer. But as for the Claſſis, all that wee have 
heard or ſcene from them, for the juſtification of their Atts againk 
* Thz x the us, hath bene cither the order * of the Church, or cuſtome, orts- 
reaſon they dition. Now what faith God by Teremy + , The cuftomes of th 
So m their people are yaine, Whatſoever ſayoreth againſt the truth , 1 Hereſy, 
Mr Froker even old cuſtome , {aid Tertullian *®, Cuftome , faith + another, 
why hee ' without trath, is the mother of errour, And in another place *: We 
ſhould not muſt not follow the cuſtome of men , but the truth of God, Totle F un 
preach, it (ame purpoſe ſpeakes Beza t, and others, As for orders, weeare # Ar 
_— oy ſo farre to be ordered by them , as they accord with the orderof } 4/ 
ehbeChurches *he Goſpell. Touching Ti adirions, wee know well enought, what F thi 
5 theſes. they (ay againſtthem , when they deale with the Papiſts, go 
Countrzes. Belides doth not «M4, Pager tell us (and that * truely) that Þ no, 
=_ 10-3 many worthy Divines are ſometimes miſtaken, Why then may not Ch 
Veg _— they be miſtaken in our differences? In truth wee have the more frſ 
+ ©v5y. Ep, Tealon fo to thinke , conſidering they bring us no proofe forthe «1 
74. ad | doings hercin, ſaving bare autho ine, 
Pomp And here by the way I thinke good , to obſerve a littleof | my 
*Inl.2 Ep. Afr, Paget; talke in pg.25. having ſet downe a great part ofthe bay 
: age cial. As and ſentences, which the Clajſtcall «Aſſembly wade again}  ] 
"ogy MF. Hooker : allo what the 'D- partes of the S1m"d did in like maſ- 
> Pag. 37. ner judge of the thing : Hee immediately begins to bold up hs 
head, and to looke fo big upon us.as if there were no remedie, bat 


wee muſt needs runne away , and vyeeld him the cauſe, 144 1*ty 
c 
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cumpliynants ( faith hee) b:ne wiſe and conſiderate perſons , they 
would rather have ſought to bury the memorie of theſe things, then by 
| | their importunate complaints compell mem my owne defence, ro wrate 
' Þ tbele thrngs, which otherwiſe [ ſhould not have done, Bat [good Sit) 
wherein lycth the weight of this terrible matter? what, is it becauſe 
they ſay 1*. Pager harh proceeded in every resþett of this buſnes, 
| wich 4 good conſcience ? If ſo, then I anſwer: Howſoever t 
| thought it, yet — to conclude, was beyond their calling; 
. | my reaſon1s , becauſe it belongeth onely unto God *, to judge in- #7, 19.10 
fallibly of mens conſciences. Againe, or doth the waight of it, con- 2, $4.17.7+ 
| itn this, viz. becauſe they lay hee was unfit 19 be admitted to the 
Mumiſter:e, ©c. It fo, then in eAuguitins * words, I ſay , inſteed : 
| of all theſe learned Fathers,or rather above them all, Paul the Apoſtle D__ 
commeth to my mind , to him I runne , to him I appeale, from all 7.7.1. 
«| Writers that, thinke otherwiſe, And that the opinions held 
| 8 Mr, Hooker (howbeit condemned by the Claſſicall eAſſembly and 
Þ | Deputies of the Synod) are juſtifiable by the word of God,it ſhall 
| | be manifeſted hereafter, In the meane time I will here give the 
, & Reader a full tight of all this great matter,wherewith hee thinkes to 
, & fright us; and thus it may be laid downe. Such perſons whom 
the Claſficall Aſſembly and the Deputies of the Synod, ſhall judge 
unfit to be admitted to the Miniftery of the Engliſh Church at 
Amſterdam , they may not be admitted : Burt fo they judged 
Mr. Hooker ; Therefore, &c. To anſwer this argument;I reaſon 
thus, Ifas many and more,and every way as learned,wiſe,judicious, 
podly, &c. as the Claſficall Aſſembly , and the Deputies of the =” 
nod , doe judge Mr. Hooker fit, to be admitted to the Engli 
Churchat Amſterdam; then hee may lawfully be admitted: But the 
frſt istrue; Therefore the ſecond. Had «Mr. Paget bene wiſe & 
(Onſfoderate, hee wonld rather have ſought to buty the memorie of theſe 
Pings, then b y his unneceſſ[arie mentioning of them, to compell me in 
” owne defence to write theſe things , which otherwiſe I ſhould not 
ave done, 
But let it be granted for reaſoning ſake, that the truth is on their 
lide,notwithſtanding I cannot ſee, how they can lawfully require us 
to demit our ſelves to their Acts and ſentences, till they doe lay 
downe, as their decrees, ſo the word of God, for the confirmation 
f them ; ſpecially in points knowne unto = to be much _— 
Z tc 
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#Cent.4.©& ted of and queſtioned , both by our E!srs and many more, Wee 
8-p-983- are menthat doe profeſle Religion, and defire to doe Gods whole 
6 bo h. . >. Will , and therefore cannot chule but grieve and complaine , when 
Aa = » thoſe , which take upon them to be our Guides and Teachers , wil 
2Tim, 3, injoyne us to leave this oy or doe that; and yet bring us nothi 

15.16. from the Scriptures to per{wade our conſciencesto it. D, Whimkg 
Teh.4.25. ſayth *, Eccleſiaſtical Officers, f they will rake heed 19 their flock, a 
& 5.39- they ought , mu#t doe things, not by force, but by arguments and per. 
= +458 ſwaſions. And there is good reafon for it ; for wee well know ha 
Rom 1 5.4. the word of God containeth all things needfull ro be done, or not 
AR. 26.22 done ; as may be fſeene inthe places « here quoted. And to this 


23- doe all our beſt Divines ſubſcribe old and new ; as Athanaſin b 


_ Mar.12.24 Iſchins ©, Hillarie 4, Epiphanuw*, Auguſtine f, Chriſaftome, 


e.16.1.5, AellerwsÞ and others. To cnd now the point,as /otham ſaid to the 
d Lib.6. de men of Shechem, fo will I ſay to the Claſſic ; it ye have dealttrueh 


Trin. and fincerely with our Elders and Church , then rejoyce yeein 
e 1ib.3. 14, Paget, and let bim rejoyce in you 

Her.75. aF4Ts, 14 2 | d J n 

FEpitt.198. 


ad Fortun, The 7 injury tothe Magiſtrate , in publiſhing an unju#t com- 

In Mat, plaint againſt that which was done by them, 

om. 19. Anſw. Salomon * faith , There is that ſpeaketh like the peircing 
b - = 441 of a ſword. And the words of atale bearer , goe downe into the ms 
roo = moſt part of the belly, How well all this agreeth with *, Page, 
c.JI+ may be ſcene in this particular , to wit , in ſecking to provoakethe 
k In Gal.c.1 Magiſtrates againſt us. Truely his dealing this way is moſt cruel, 
Ln 1 Ej"/*. for in pag. 29. 30. hee perverteth our words , and ſcekes to make 
pM ſuch concluſions from them, as tend to our undoing many wayt5 
11.26. As if wee ſhould count the Magiſtrates Tyrants , Church: robert, 
n Preceg. Sacriledgzons perſons, &c. acculations of ſuch nature, as indeedthe 
Theol 1,2. thinking of them, makes metremble, Deliver me,O Lord, 69 
4 = AH ont s wn hath purpoſed to overthrow my going. But wh! 
21.3.9.103 ſev eforeenvy. | 
»InÞſ.19. Now foranſwertoit: 1, Solong asI have bene in theſe Coun- 
8. P/.130. tries, my care hath bene to walke dutifully toward the Hught! 
*Pr.12.18 Powers ; not willing at any time;to thinke of them,looke on them, 
Ch 26.22. ſpeake of them , or to them ; but with much reverence. For ſurel 


2 - 9s aw,their authority is from Godzand therefore I have, and fill dc 
4 hs » + —_— m_ —_—_— - - - 7 


— 
,, — 


kn tt Q rx zz -»- —« 2 © © A AQ 


a — ww —_ mm—_ Gn” BS LS 4 


FOR HER RIGHT. 2r 


make conſcience to obey their Lawes , pay them tribute , pray for 4:7 ; 20 
them,and give God thankes for them,as knowing it to bea lingular Rom, 1 3.2. 


mercy of God towards us, that wee doe enjoy them, 


2. I am fo farre from having the thoughts which hee ſupgeſteth, Mz 
Pſal.2cI+ 


as 1 doe beleeve (God knowes I lye not) that there is nota people 
on earth, this day, better gouverned then wee are; bere are whole- 
ſome Lawes eſtabliſhed, good men cheriſhed,evill-doers puniſhed, 
and the poore comfortably provided for ; by which meanes wee 
Jead a quiet and peaceable lite in all godlynes and honeſty. 

thi ſbing inſtrument, of y: 0x4 out of our writing. 1 ſuppoſe his 
Booke learning , will never beare him out init ; but rather it will be 
oenerally thoughe (of the godly wiſe) that hee followed the coun. 
cill of ſome reaſonles paſſion , then aty commendable plat-forme 
of artand ſcience. But I pray (Sir) areyouin goodearneſt, that 
a man cannot abwſe his interest in the Magiſtrates,as wee ſaid and; 
meant , but it muſt follow neceſſarily, that they, are Tyrants, 
Chmch-robbers , &c, this you ſay : But I'deny that any ſuchthing 
can be rightly gathered from the place, For 1,wee neverthought, 
nor can thinke , that the Magiſtrates deprive # of that, liberty and 
power , which Christ hath given to his Church ; becauſe wee know 
that they doe not take upon them to ele and ordaine Miniſters, 
but give approbation unto ſuch as by the Elders and people ſhall 
be choſen. 2. Our words have nothing in them, tending that way, 
whereto you ſtretch them ; wee ſay (and this is the moſt) that the 
Magiſtrates will have us to take one that can ſpeFke Datch, and one 
in this Conntrie : Now may not they require ſo much,and wee doe 
it; apd yet wee keepe ſtill our power, If A4*, Paget had but read 
our words charitably , hee {Fould haue {cene that which hee in= 
ferreth from them, to be direAly in them contradifted:For marke, 
all Readers that haue ſence, wee lay the 1 agiſtrates will have #4 to 
fake one, &c, doth it not then follow , that wee confeſle they per- 
mitus to wſe the lhibertte and power which Chni#t hath given 4, yea 
encourage us to it : yet ſo, as wee chuſe a man to their liking, For 
conclutzon then. I ſhall exſpe& in his next Booke, that hee either 
blot out this ſlaunder, or make acknowledgement of his fault here- 
in, and to induce him the more unto it : I wiſh him to readthe 


Wile-mans ſaying : Deviſe not eyill again#t thy Neighbonr , ſeeing Prov. 3.29. 
| FE LLLG CG 1 


3 


2. I marvaill by what rule /r. Pager went,when hee made this ,,,,, D 3, 
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_-- bee dwell:th ſecurelie by thee. 4 d 

Laſtly let it be noted , how unprofitable hee is unto the peaceof | p: 
this Cuie, inthat hee feeketh by untrue reports , to ſet debate be. C 
twenethe Rulers and people. The Scripture faith, /n the mw/rirude || d 
of people us the K ings honour, As itisa fathers glory to hauea large th 
poſterity; a ſhepheards prayſe a great flock: ſo it is a Gouvernoury | ( 
dignity and credit, to exerciſe authority over many fairhfull ſyb- 
jects. But certain itis, 4*,*Paget hath bene an occalion, not onely 
to drive ſome families hence , but alſo a principall hinderer of many 
(and thoſe very rich in the world) from coming hither : the which 
thing tendeth unto the great hurt , both of Churchand Common» 
wealth; and what I here ſpeake, I can make it good by many faith- 


full and honeſt witneſles, 


The 8 injury #5 to all the Reformed Churches , in publiſhing com« 
plaints again#t ſuch lawfull authoritie, as 1s exerciſed by them, 
Anſw. r. VVhen «AC. Paget by the Scriptures hath prooved | 
the matters in controverly betweene us lawfullzviz.the power of the 
Claſſis, and his riffrafe Baptiſme - then I will (by Gods race) 
acknowledge my fault herein ; till then,I ſhall alwayes profeſle,that 
hee hath borne falſe witzeſſe again#t his neighbonr ; A thing in | 
his writings too common with him, y-1 
2. Obſerve here , how Mr. Paget profeſleth plain Browniſme, 
and condemneth the Church of England , and that hee doth fo; T 
oove it thus: All Reformed Churches uſe a Claſſicall gowyernment; 
(ſo faith bee) BurThe Engliſh Church nſeth no ſuch : Therefore it # 
no Reformed Church , and (6 conſequentlie falſe. VVhat Apologie 
hee can make , to vindicate his reputation , I yet know not ; butit 
may be wee ſhall ſee ſome thing of it in his next booke, 1 


The 9 injury that hee taxeth me with , is ro all that ſeeks Reſor« 
mation, and deſire the ſame Diſcipline , that is pratliſed in theſe 
Churches : this their Booke being a ſtumbling block, in the 
Way. | 
Anſw. 1. I ſuppoſe by the ſeekers here after his Diſcipline 4. hee 
meaneth the Engliſh , yex-conformiſts, Now in this hee a 
them , and his Readers too ; for howſoever they would willing 
ſhake off the Prelates yoke , notwithſtanding it is not to come yi 


-— 
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der his Claſſical anthoririe , but rather to ered that ſingle wncom. 
pounded Policie (which hee ſeemes to gibeat) whereby particular 
Congregations are made to be independent : Nor ſtanding un- 
der - other Eccleſtaſticall authority out of themſelves. Andthat 

O, 


this is ſo, I can proove it by many teſtimonies. In a certain booke 

ſet out , under the name of all the unconformable Miniſters in the 

Realme , they writethus: Wee confine * and bind all Eccleſiaſtical * Proteſtat, 
power, within the limits onely of one particular Congregation- ; Hol. ng: Jt 
ding thut the greateſt Eccleſiaſticall power ought not ro Preiech beyond® OY 
the [ame , and that it 1s an arrogating 0 f Princelie ſmpremacie * foy 

any Eccleſiaſtical perſon, or perſons, to take upon themſelves Eccle- * Marks 
aſticall juriſdiftion over many Churches. And a little after : Wee _ | 
hold that thoſe Eccleſtaſticall perſons , that make claime to greater 

power and authoritie then this, esþeciallie that make claime ure Di- 

vino* of power, and Inriſdittion to medale with other Churches , Þ 

then that one (ongregation-, of which they are, or ought to be mem- 11, > aget 
bers, doe uſurpe npon the ſupremacie of the civill Magiftrate , &c, doth. 

The Kefwter of 7. Downames Sermon , handleth this point large- 

ly , and prooveth from the Scriptures, and beſt writers, that every 

particular Congegyuns, ought to have abſolute gouvernment in it Ree ws , | 4s 
ſelf; and that no Officer (by vertae of his office) may meddle with 64 a. 
the affaires and matters of any Church , except his owne. 23. 68. 

To theſe wee will add D.Fmlke, a man famous and of rare 

learning , in his Learned Diſcours of Eccleſiaſticall Gonmvernment., 
hee faith , There ought to be in every Church 'an, Elder ſhip , which Pag.84- 
ought to bave the hearing , examination and determining of all * # Note thi, 
matters, pertayning tothe Diſcipline and Gonvernment. of that (on. 
yregation, T could name many more , but it needs not ; ſpecially | 
becauſe I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeake againe of thething in ano- 
ther place. Yet this may not be forgotten. VVhereas there are many 
bundreds of our Country-men in New- England, they have not 
erected there any Claſſical! Government , but every particular 
Church exerciſeth her owne, I lay, within her ſelf wholy; which is 

a lure argument to proove , thatthe foreward profeſſours in Eng- 

land approove not of this kind of gouvernmetit here pleaded for; 

athough hee would feigne haue his Reader to thinke lo. 


2, Whereas 


4 
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2. Whereas hee faith that our Booke i a ſtumbling block, laidin 

the way of ReformationÞ. 1 ſuppoſe it will -appeare fo farre other. 
wiſc,as that hee himſelf will be found chiefly in fault this way, And 
therefore wiſh him,to be well adviſed, what hee writes 
leaſt the reaſons, which bee layeth downe for his gouverning of 
many Churches , be applyed by the Popes men unto the Hierarchy, 
and to as good purpoſe too. And truely I cannot ſee,but this may 
well be fo , conſidering that both their Diſciplines tend unto the 
raking away of the Churches Right , the difference is; In the Hits 
yarchy one doth it:In the Clafles more;notwithſtanding in this 
joyne together ; viz, in depriving Churches of their due and laws 
tull power. 

Tenthly bee ſaith I am injurious to all that ave grieved forthe 
offence ariſing by this fatt, bee bemng the canſe of their grief, | 

Anſw. 1.1If any grieve to ſee errour diſcovercd , the truth cles 
red, good men jultifyed , unjuſt doers reprooyed ; it is their fault 
and finne: Burt the writings publiſhed by me,ſerve for this end and 
uſe. 2.Ifany haue given occaſion unto others of ſorrow, it is prits 

cipally himſelf, in that he hath, by unlawfull meanes, keept from ws 
the profitable preaching of the mord , whereby wee ſhould have 
bene much furthered inthe way to life and glory. If a father ſhould 
withhold from his children ſcaſonable and holeſome food ; were 
not a ſufficient cauſe of weeping and mourning? For our parts,wee 
cannot judge otherwiſe of his caraige towards us';; howſoever het 
bleſſeth bimſelfin it, 

The 1x and laſt injury is to all that take pleaſure in.theſe offets 
ces, lee being a meanes to harden them in ſinne, 

Anſw. This is onely a begging againe of the queſtion , and 

therefore it is anſwered before : For concluſion then, here 1 may in 

Pap.22 his owne words ſay ; Such reproaches are quieklie broched , but the 
B54» guilt of thems is not ſo quicklie and eaſilie taken away. Belides thele 
find many other untruths and reproaches laid upon me in his 

Booke, unto all which I ſhall give anſwer in time. But asfor the 

writer of them,I will ſay no more, but that which the Reader ſhall 

Pro. 25-28 find by experience. That. as abattered city without walles , ſo is but 
that. cannot rule his affettions; for his eger deſire to ran yu 

bee cared not what, hath left his writings naked, without realo* 

nable and hone defence. 


SECTIO 
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SECTION IV. 


N this Section my purpole is,to examen «AF. Pagets anſwers, 
] unto certaine Scriptures, alleaged by us and 4*, Davenport , in 
our writings. Firſt to proove that C#r1ſt hath given full power un- 
10 eyery particular Congregations to chuſe freelie their owne eMini> 
ſters, wee mentioned  eAt.6.z, and 14.23. | 
Me Paget to refute us ; deviſeth 8 eAnſwers , amongſt which Pag.18. rg; 
there is not one , that anſwereth to the thing at all, COS his 20.21.22. 
turne in the leaſt for which bee bringeth it, It is not neceſſary that 
I ſhould here write downe all his words; I will therefore onely take 
the ſubſtance of them, which is thus: 1. Wee accxſe other Miniſters 
beſides himſelf. 2. The order againſt which wee complaine, hath 
bene formerlie obſerved in our Church, 3, Wee are partial, becauſe 
wee diſliked not the thing ſooner, 4, Hee tells us what; order the Sy= 
nods have deviſed abont the calling of Miniſters, 5, Wee are taught 
(a thing never doubted of) that the Elders onght 30 goe before the 
people in all the publick ations of the Church, _ 6, If this be not ſo 
great abſurditie will follow, 7, 1f wee were apart well examined,hee 
aſſores himſelf that few of #« would be found to agree with one ano. 
ther, touching the due order of eleftions, 8,1t is an heinous crume no by 
lefe then ſacriledge , to deprive the Church of her lawfull power, But + AY 
is this to anſwer , or rather in truth to play the Trifler,.. For what ; 
are theſe £ Replies , but ſo many ſhifts and windings, even _— 
able ſtarting holes,and ſcope doores, for him to fly out at; doth hee. 
not here turne his backe upon the: caſe, as not willing to ſtand. - 7 
to it, | _ 
L wiſh hee would once againe read our 46S pe N bisanſwer, 
to them , and Ppekreg by 2D: Rukh I will preſume (though I .._. 
looke to be requited with ſhrewd words for my labour)to propers 
it to his view in this manner, If the complaint made by Wikiem of. 
Beſt, andthe Subſcribers with him, be againſt Iſr,Paget & others; * v4, 
li the order againſt which they complaine be ancient: If they haves. 
done ill in ALE the thing till now: If the Synods have pre-, 
(cribed an order of calling Miniſters ; If the Elders cones 
before the Church in all publike aRions; If hurt will er 


wile : Ifthe Compleynants cannot agree among tlrmalſires tours wr 
.. | ing 


@ Refut. 
Rbem. on 


Att.14-23. 


b Pap. 66, 
c Den.onſt. 
ds[cop. pap. 
24-25- 

d In x Tim. 
C.5.f.350. 
eSacr Theol 
9.0.10. 
F4g-1C6. 


FSynag.l.7 and 14, 23. Not wreſted to ſerve our Turne, but nnderſtoodin 


c.16.P. 

| 4 bs 
Obſerv. 2. 
b Annot. im 
Aft.14 23. 
s Lib.1t.p.3 
k Pag. 40. 
I Pag.28. 
m Pag. 40. 
* Preface, 
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ing the due order of ele&ions : In (hort,if itbe a great ſinne to dg 
prive the Church of her due power : Then doe not theſe Scrip. 
tures AQ.6. 3.and 14.23. proove,that Chriſt hath given full powg 
to his Church, tochuſe freely their owne Miniſters : But the firfth 
true : Therefore the ſecond. 
Mr, Paget needs not totake it amiſſe, thatT have (yllogiſticalh I, 
framed this argument for him : For beleeve it , unleſle ir goethy 
way ; a man may ſay of his reaſoning here , as of them in he Pro. 
verbe, Hee aſked for hookes , and they ſay they have no mattochs, Þ (! 
Notwithſtanding I doe not impute this, to his inſufficiency ; butt | # 
the badnes of his caſe. Hee perceiving (in likelyhood) that thek Y #4 
Scriptures made for us, and againft him ; rhought ofa courſe bog Y !" 


to put them by, and ſave his owne credittoo, and that was by hol. | Þ 
ding bis Reader ina Ong talke. For will not many thinke , when bi 
they ſhall read 7 or 8 ſcoore lines waiten to confute 3 or 4. Bit BY ® 


the thing is ſoundly done. ct 
2.For the matter in pag.20.I would willingly know, why he hath BY " 
writen a whole fide to proove that the Gonvernoars of the Church Y © 
oxght to goe before , &c. hath this thing ever bene in queſtion? | 
Knoweth hee not,that our difference is not about our owne Elder. Þ 
ſhip : But whither Officers of other Churches , have ought to dee | 
(as by power) with the adminiſtrations of our Congregation. This 
indeed wee deny , but _—_— els. Why therefore doth hee ſpend 
time,in unnceceſ{ary talke ? If his heart be upright , and hee thinke 
his caſe good, let him ſpeake out plainely and direQly in it, VVee 
affirme, that the eleftion and ordination of all Eccleſia3ticall Officers, 
owght neceſiarily -to be made by the free choſe of the ("origregation>, 
wherein they are to adminiſter : and none elſe have a calling 
meddle therewith. Forthis wee bring the word of God , Att.6.z. 


that ſence, whichthe learned expound it, as Cartwright ©, Batesh, 
Udal ©, Daneusd, Fenner*, Polannsf\, Piſcator s, Beza\, thi 
Anthors of the admonition, tothe Parlameint, i , hurch gouvert. 
ment, k, Neceſſity of Diſcipline 1, Defence of Eccleſiaſtical Diſc 
pline m, and many others. F260 ITN 


But 44. Pagers profeſſion and praQtiſe is otherwiſe : Het 4 " 
ſayth *, that particular (ongregations ave not independent : but ſand þ * 


under other Eccleſiaſticall ambority om of themſetpes,” And to y' _; 
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tic Reader to be of the ſame mind with him ; heetels him 5: 
19, and 66, that 1be Syroas in theſe Countries pores Fa [-0t 
it ſo, If bee had told us and prooved it, that Chriſtor his Apoſtles * Bexade 
had ſo commaunded , wee would haue embraced it forthwith ; but £{/©. 5+ 
notthe ſooner , becauſe men have done it. Our reafons are theſe; Ne | 
1. It doth not belong unto Synods (as the Learned * affirme) Fr ſe .Thef. 
make new Articles of Religion , nor to bring any thing into.Gods ry of yo 
houſe , which hee hath not commaunded in his word. Minifters Tufts, Mare. 
(ayth one +) are ſtewards, whoſe duety ts not to preſcribe new Lawts " Dial, cum 
unto the familie,but faithfully to keepe the Lawes of the houſeholder iTripho. 
and ts doe every thing according to his commannaement,, 2.All ſuch Harp 
inventions of men » asare deviſed for any ſervice of God, are ab- ©Y $ "uy 
: , . Þ. $84- 

horred by the Lord : Hee likes nothing but what hee appointeth Pc. 16.21 
kimſelf- 3. God promiſeth his preſence onely in his owne ordi- Col.2.23. 
nances ; and therefore wee cannot ex{peAthat hee will either ac- omg vg 
cept , Or bleſle * that thing, which is not done according to his re- Du - = 
vealed will. 4. Herein wee obey tbe Lord T,and walke inthe ſtepts 2 - $1.8 
of the faithfull, 5, In this wee take no moreliberty, then others 5/701 07 
have formerly done. Luther in the Preface of the Aſſertion of the Coleſ.p.308 

* Anicles, condemned by the Bull of Leo X. Hee fayth : / call them Par gan Jah 
| 2 record of this my proteſtation , that [ will be urged to yeeld by no 14 '5: 
mans authority ; though hee be never ſo holy a Father , Fa as farre +10.8.20- 
« hee ſhall be approoyed by the judgement of the divine Scriptures. 1 The.g.21 
And here I will concludethis point inthe words of Auguſtine: Wee | bo. "J-X- 
weigh not the writings of all men , be they never ſo worthie , 4s wee AFL 
weigh the Canomcall Scriptares : bat that, ſaving the reverence that Ad Fortun. 
# due unto them, we may miſlike and refuſe ſomewhat. in their writ- Epiit, LI Is 
gs , if wee find that they haye taught otherwiſe then the Scriptures 
will beare, FT! 
Letit here be obſerved,that Mr. Paget pleadeth for his Diſcipli 
as the Papiſts doe for theirs : They fay * , er wat *Sculting. 
is not to be taken onely from the Scriptures , but from the wholeſome pg mans. 
precepts of the Fathers, and inftitutions of old Canons. ; _ . _ oy 

[ ſuppoſe hee dares not affirme , that unto the lawfull calling of {Bu 
Miniiter , God requireth every particular Church, to ſecke 
t2e allowance of the Claſſis ; and that they ſhall nor proceed in the 
thing without their adviſe. Notwithſtanding hee doth what hee 
. can, to ſubje& us unto this hnwwaine ordinance, and will not ſuffer us 
B 2 otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe to goe on ,and therefore (as I ſaid) hee and they have tal 'S 
ken up one deviſe, to bring all Churches (ifthey could) into miſe. Þ} ;, 
rable bondage. But let him remember the words of Salomon 4, 


aints. 


M r, Davenport judgeing it wholy unlawſull , to baptiſe anyin 


fant, whoſeParents/one at leaſt}are no members ofany parti. Þ 


Pag-133, cular Congregation;alleadged for it certaine Scriptures,unto which Þ w 


134 


c 


* Mr, Paget bath anſwered : But whether efteQuaily, weearo now | « 


to inquire. le 

The firſt is AR. 20.28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, ul Þ in 

ro all the flock,, over the which the Holy Gho#t hath made you our Þ} »: 

ſeers, &c. | 

Tothis 4". Paget (as before)makes 8 Replyes; moſt of which, Þ fi 

I take them to be fo impertinent , as not capable indeed of | 
anſwer, Leaving the firſt to 7,. Davenport, becauſe it pg. 

his owne perſon; wee come to the ſecond, where hee writeththus 


mW 
Suppoſe Paul in the place alledged , had required no more of the Pi Y th 
ſtonrs of Epheſus , yet might a further duetie have bene laid te 


them in ſome other place of Scripture, It ts no good kind of difÞþuting, | 
fo argue thus, No more 1 required of Miniſters in ſuch and ſuchs } th 
place, therefore in no other place at all. þ 
Anſw. r. Be it here noted , that theſe words tend unto the up» Þ w 
bolding of the vileſt errours that can be : For from the ground | A 
which hee hath here laid downe , what Divinetruth is there, but Þ » 
may be coulorably gaine-faid and refifted. For example ,If a man Bj lit 
to proove that there are three perſons in the Godhead, no more; I of 
ſhould alledge for it .x.loh. 5.7. There are three that'beare necord- 
in Heaven, &c. Might not a Heathen take up his words, and lay: £ + 
O Sir , it is no good kind of disþuting , to argue thus , No more alt | as 
mentioned in ſuch, aud ſach a place, therefore in no other place at al, } 4 
I maryaill how 1". Paget would be able to ſtoppe ſuch an advet* } E 


ſaries mouth. In his next writing I (hall exſpe& to ſee ſomething F p: 
abourit. In the meane tim.c I doe advertiſe him to beware of t (tl 
raſh and inconſiderate fayings : Hee cannot be ignorant , what # ' G 


moſt daungerous worke hee hath fer forth once already, Secking ci 
vy*'y 


F 
| 
þ 
' 
| 
| 
; 
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by it (as one * truely chargerh him) 20 ftrike at the very text', and * Mr. Ainſ, 
to weaken 07 common faith, For whichthing heelyeth to this day, Advernſm, 
. to the Read, 
under the juſt Cevſure , and ſharpe reproote of many Godly and ,,,,..- 
Learned men. It would be good therefore for him ,\ in Iobs F of the 5, 
words to ſay , Once have 1 ſpoken, but 1 will not anſwer , yea twiſe, Bookes of 
but 1 will proceed no further : Wherefore 1 abhorre my ſelf,and repent Moyſes, | 
in duſt and aſhes. on ary m 
2. Whereas hee anſwereth with 7f, or might be: this ſheweth ,,* wy 
that (being not able to ayoyd the force of the Scripture , yet UN- againſt him, 
willing to aſcent unto it) hee loves to be contentious, and to feeke FCha. 40.5 
4 knot in 1iſh : If there be any place of Scripture, to his know= & 42.6. 
ledge, that doth require the Patonrs of Epheſus , 'to baptiſe ſuch 
infants whoſe Parents are without : it had bene his duety to have 
named it. But ifhee know no ſuch thing, (as I amfure heedoth 
not) then let him know , that his reaſonmg is fruitleſſe and deceit- 
full too. If a man will be perverſe , it is no maſtery to have a di- 
fintion , and to ſay. ſome thing , though without brane or ſence. _ 
But what ſayth Vives *, They are baſe wits, that are ſo afſefted : For *Lib.x.de 
mgemouws minds and natures well given , will rather ſeeke how trme _ 
that ws, which they hold, then how they may aefendit , making grea- 4 
ter price of verity then vittory. 
3. Toanſwer the thing more fully ; the ordinary examples of 
the Godly in Scripture , are ſet downe for our imitation ; yea and 
weeare exhorted to follow the ſame : Theſe things (fayth Paw! ) Phil. 4.8, 
which yee have heard and ſeene in me , doe. Hence it 1s , that the 9-10. 
Apoſtle, having ſpoken of the vertues of many true beleevers, Heb. 2 7 3-10. 
11, likeneth them in chap. 12.1. unto the Clowd, which the Trae- _— 4-17 
ltes had in the deſert , by which they were guided unto the Land EP 
| | Heb,13.15 
of Canaan, TIONS, 27% 
And in particular , the intent of the: holy Ghoſt , in cauſing the £k 4-25, 
eAtis of the ApoFles to be. recorded; was that the fame ſhould be 26. 27. 
% a Cloud, to dire us in the way to heaven. Now then to apply 
At,.20,28, to the matter in hand ; whereas Paul appointeth the 
Epbeſian Elders, unto the care and charge onely of their owne 
particular Congregation, and no further; it followeth neceſſarily, 
(this being writen for our imitation) that every Miniſter underthe 
Golpell, is to: cotitaine himſelf altogether , within the bounds and 
Elrcuitof his owne Church ; and not to exercile any att. of his ming 
. . = ſerie 
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ſterie- otherwhere : For to docit, is meerely intrution, anda taking 
r.Cor.7, ofto much upon him. Therefore Let every man wherein hee weat, | ': 
24, led , therein abide with God, Els others will be injured, good ordg 
broken, ſcandalls ray{ed,and the doer ſeverely puniſbed,for hising 
gular walking. 

Obſerve againe, how /1*, Paget makes uſe of the Papiſts argy. 
ment ; forthus writeth Scultingius : The Calvini#ts (fayth hee) o 
jett that-the authority of Biſhops and Archbiſhops , ts not fromtly 
_ Apoles , becanſe Att.15. the controverſie there was not confirngl 

Mes by them , but by the whole (hurch. Now marke how prittily hee 
anſwereth to it : This will not follow,for the authority of Biſhops 6 
Archbiſhops might be exerciſed at, other times, in the Apoſtles daya 


although then ut were not. Thus heedrawes out Antichriſt ford 
againſt us, onely hee puts a new ſcabbard upon it, 4 


His third anſwer is, that Paſtors and Teachers are bound toexth 
Ciſe ſome atts of their mmittery, towards thoſe who are no memberidf | 
ther Church, . And why ſo? Becauſe they ought to invite anita 
others, even thoſe that, are withomt , Prov. 9, 34.5.  Mateat. 
19.20, | 

Anſw. 1. I would willingly know of him , whither his officehe | 
f with him , and alwayes j He: bim, that hee cannot performe. 
ſome good aQons , but they muſt needs be aQionsof his Minilte 
ry. I and others, are otherwiſe minded; our reaſon is, becauſe wet 
are told,that as a man and wife, a father and child; ſo a Paſtourand 
a Flock, arerelatives. Now in my underſtanding, as I ama fathes, 
I exerciſe no proper atts of a father , but towards my owne chil- 
dren ; what good foever I doe to others, it cannot properly be ial 
to bethe a ofa father, but rather of a freind, a neighbour,a Cl 
ſian, &c. Now let him make further application of it. x 

2, For his two Scriptures; 1, Mat. 28, 19. 20. is v as 
fully quoted ; for howſoerer the Apoſtles exerciſed ſome eAt* 
the mmniſtery towards men withont ; yet this prooves not, that ot- 
dinary Miniſtets may doeſo too ; but onely athing fo conceited! 
him. The other place is anſwered before, +1 


4. Hee faith, that « Paſtowr may adminifter the Sacraments, bub i hop 
of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper , in niehbour Churches ; and! 


FOR HER RIGHT. Jr 
thee fayth) hee hath prooved againit MF, Ainſworth in Arr. pag, 
17.18, and againe from pag, 109, 10.11%, | "2 
Anſw. 1, As Parentslove their owne children, becauſe they be- 
eatthew, how ill-fayored and black ſoever they are, So «Mr. Pa- 
ret in this place , applaudeth his old writings, becauſe they are the 
inventions of his owne head. I have 3 or 4 times read the places 
over ; and I doe afſure thee (Reader) I find not any ting there 
prooved , of which hee here fo vainely boaſteth, For eit hee 
takesthat granted, which hee is notable to proove; to-wit, that the 
Elders, Deacons and widowes of one Church , may adminiſter in 
another , by vertue of office ; or els, like the unwiſe mans building, 
his whole diſcours is without foundation, Hee tels us , that the Et - 


ati MS. ao. 
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reaſon: That which is the peculiar duety of huſ bands,to be 
med towards their wives , is to give them due benevolence : Ry 
huſbands notwithſtanding the relation and bonds unto.their owe } 6, 
wives , may performe the peculiar dueties of buf bands to pooy | 


widowes : Therefore huſ bands, notwithſtanding the relation and | of 
bond unto their owne wives , may have the ule ofthe bodies F ,, 
poore widowes. If hee doe not grant this, hee reaſoneth withou Þ} ., 
reaſon, For I hope hee will not deny , but a man that is nou ,,. 
band, may performe many kind offices to poore widowes ;zyalY ,, 


thinke hee will confeſTe, that a man unmaried, may doe as many 
good turnes to poore widowes , asany hu band : If ſo,then of aces! 
tainty , either hee muſt maintaine whoordome, as I fayd before; 
or confeſTe that which hee writes here, is moſt impertinent ; and 
that the compariſon holds no further but thus ; viz. that any may 
out of office , may in other Congregations performe as much dues 
ty ; as thoſe which are not Miniſtersthere. 
I hope his finne here was of ignorance,ratherthen of wilfalle, 
and that hee had a devotion to ſerye God aright,though hee tooks 
not (in this) the right way, wherein bee will be ſerved, And bus 
much is ſafficient to confute whatſoever hee hath there ſaid © Ln 
us therefore proceed to the next, a] 
For his 5 anſwer , I can better underſtand his meaning , the 
make either ſence , or. $00d Engliſh of it. To proove that a Par 
ſour is bound to exerciſe his Miniſtery , in ſome ads thereof , to« 
wards thoſe , who arc no members of his Church ; hee bringsthe 
Gy of Clafles and Synods , where many Miniſters doe meet 
together , for the adminiſtration of Diſcipline in them, and to des 
termine and decide by a joint authority,the caſes and controverlies 
of ſundry Congregations; and this hee fayth is to; be ſeene WI #: 
Ackt.15.1.2. Mg. | | w, 
Anſw, Who feeth not that this plea,is none other,then a meets 
begging ofthe queſtion; hee bringeth in the Claſſes and Synodsfat 
his proofe, whereas hee ſhould firſt have prooved, thatthe poweh 
which they afſume over many Churcbes;, is lawfull. Before I coms: 
to lay downe'my particular anſwersto it, I ſhall entreat him in Ws 
next Booke, to reſolve me theſe few Queſtions, x. VVhitherthe 


TC; 


Aſſembly, mentioned in AR, x5, werea Synod or Claſfis. 2.HoW'J ty 
ir can be manifeſted from that place , that both ate divine inline g an 
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ons, as here is affirmed. 3. How hee can naturally from thence 
rayſe this doQrine ; viz. excommunications and elefions of Mini- 
ers, are ations belonging unto Claſſes and Synods, 4. VVhither 
it be [ure Divino, that Eccletiaſticall Officers of many Churches,are 
neceſſarily bound , to determine by joint authority , the caſes of 
many particular Congregations ; or whither it be athing arbitrary 
and lett unto every mans liberty. 5. Whither all ſuch caſes and con- 
troverlies, as are decided by many Miniſters,combined into Claſles 
and Synods ; muſt fo ſtand as that particular Congregations may 
not (if they thinke fit) rejet the ſame,and praftiſe otherwiſe, then 
hath bene there determined by joint authority, 

I haue the more hope, that 1", Pager will give a dire& anſwer 
to theſe queſtions : Seeing a good conſcience (hee fayth) ſuffers not Pag. 39+ 
4 manu to be neutrall , nor to ſufpend his judgement , when it is de- 
ſreonſly deſired ; but forceth him to beare witneſſe unto the truth, Cc, 


G ” , 2 F . | : 3, eg 
be. ? : 0g SIS 


| Tothe point now : I doe deny that this place AQ. rg. prooyeth 
BY zanyluch thing, for which it is alledged. For x. here was no com- 
BE bination of many Miniſters of divers Churches ; but onely a few 
'Y meſſengers ſent from eAntiochia untothe Congregation at Teruſa- 
'Þ /», about a controverſy there ſpecifyed. Hence it is affirmed, by * D. Bridg, 
'Y many learned men-*, that as, 1h%s was an aſſembly of one onely parti. Ps 224. 
'Þ cur Church ; ſo it binds * onely but in a ſpeciall,or particular mes Jl aca 


I 
( 8 CONC. 
2, As + ME, Cartwright + fai or wp R220 
, As « M-, Cartwright + faith, Parl and Barnabas went not up o_ p.67- 
'B 19 Jeruſalem , to ſubmit their judgement to the judgiment, of the + Refut. 
*B Apoftles; for that, had dimimſh:d the antheritie f their doftrine, Rhemiſt, 08 | 
= hin which there was no greater in the Word : they being both un- the piacee., 
VE faltblic direfted by the Holy Ghoſt,” Onely they went upto conferre, © | on 
wth them, and fer countenance ofthe truth, in refpett of men, and 
for the ſtopping of the monthes of ſuch deceivers , as pretended they 
were ſent * by the Apoſtles, In a word that no ſaſpition might re. * Verſ. 24s 
maine in the minds of the people , as if Paul indodtine differed* .- © 
from the reſt, 149 $4175 7 [ {<0 = 
2. If ſerufalem lay north-ward 200 "miles from Antioch, as T' | 
# C 7ead * it did : Surely then, hee hath ſmall reaſon to bring this Scrip- * 1t9e7ey. 
"g ure, as the ground and foundation of the Clſſicall Afembly ; yea w TY 
andto tell us #, that itis 4 1emarkable place of Seriptwye,to warrant 99% oe. 
ew an chm ll Pag.$6-* 


_"ng. 
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the exerciſe of that power , which wee deny, And a little after, Thy 
one allegation- is (Afrient to evince the falſhood of their aſtertiong, 
But betore you make ſuch haſty concluſions ; haue a little patience 
to heare us, to ſpeake for our ſelves. I pray how can you prooye 
that the officers of theſe two Churches , be 


Claſſes doe) to determine the caſes of many Churches, Or how 


doe you proove that there was any Officer at all of Antioch, inle. 
ruſalem at this time ? Briefly , or bow doe you proove, that the 


Brethren ſent from Antioch , exerciſed authority in the Churcha 
leruſalem ; yet all this you muſt make good , otherwiſe youate 
guilty of abuſing and perverting the Scripture , in affirming that 
the f yr , which the Claſſts exerciſeth , was pratliſed at, Antioch 
an 

ſpoken : but it is untrue. Ny had you reſted in Stey, 

Ofw. teſtimony , your fault had bene ſmall, in compariſon what it 

is.now, through your great preſumtion ; to take God for your wit- 
Ter, 23-31 nes, in a thing which hee never ſpake. Behold ſaith rhe Lord, I aw 


againſt the Prophets thats uſe their tongues , and ſay : Hee ſaih | 


t, 


Verſ.c12.22 4+ It is certaine,, that at Ieruſalem not onely the Apoſtles and | 


De Conc. Elders mett together ; but as Luke expreſſeth it , the Church allo; 
£3-c.3-© being intereſted in thething : And therefore gave ſentence with 
NN. the reſt,to the decree then made. Obſerve what D. Whitaker -te- 
+Polit.Eccl, plyes unto Bellarmine , denying the multitude to be called : [t ws 


I.3.c.12. alwayes (fayth hee) the prattiſe of the Apoſiles in common caſes, tt 


þ4g-108» call the whole Church together : and no doubt but they did ſo bere, 
6 . . , . . 
=> J A) Now there was no need to haye it mentioned , ſeeing it had btnetheit 
NT. conſtant cuſtome formerlie ſo to doe, Mr Parker + affirmes the 
28. fame : So tbe Authours of the Cent, *. And it ſeemes in Cy- 
$Ld.4. ;ans + time , the Church was not deprived of ber right herein; 
= owloever the Papiſts * in thoſe dayes teach otherwiſe , and 


v=as 5 So Mr*,Paget and others, doe otherwiſe praQile. 


F.x. c.16, 
+39. 


Paul and Barnabas, unto the Church at Ieruſalem: norwithſtanding 


a 
£9.49 Eccl. (and let it be well obſerved) they did not this as being 4 dependent 
L.3.6.20. p, body , and ſtanding under another Eccleſtatticall authoratie ont of 


391. themſelpes, For as M*gParker * excellently prooves it, _ | 
do, eo, bY | at Anti 


ing two hundred mile; 
afunder , were combined , and mett ordinarily together (as' the - 


leruſalem , and by eApo#folicall direttion, This you bare 


5. Howloever the Church at Antioch, ſent ſome Brethren, with 
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atAntioch at this time, had abſolute power in,& for her ſelf,to have 
ended the controverly ; and might haue done it : Ifay, in reſpe&t of 
authority , without acquainting therewith any other Congregation . 
at all. To the ſame purpole another ſayth *, The Church of Antioch *# 1 mhita, 
ent not to Jeruſalem , as being bound in auety thereto : But in regard Conc. Qu. Is 
t w.4s the chief place of Religion, therefore they made chooſe freelie of 5+ 1+ 
that Congregation , as knowing then to be beſt able,to reſolve the con- 
troverj/'e, | 

4c itis, the Hierarchie * deny this: of whoſe opinion M", Pa- YD.Whir, 
g:t muſt cither be ; orelsthe Claſſes , (asthey now rule) mult fall T, Ecel.c.z, 
tothe ground ; for any relief that this Sctipture At. 15, will yeeld 
unto them. | 

6, When the Hierarchie alledge Af.15, toproove their Dio- 
celan and Provinciall Synods lawiel,make how they are anſwered 
by the Reformiſts, The particular atts of the Apoſtles, in caſes alike, parg, Polje. 
mit alike be obſerved, If this reaſon be effeQuall (as indeed it is) Eccl,l. 3.c. 
2painſt them ; then it is no leſle effeRuall againſt the Claſſes : Now 20.p.31 5.) 
I have in part already ſhewed , how quite contrary their o_ 310. 
are, untothe example in A, 15. unto which this further may 
added : that the matter caried from Antioch to /eruſalem , was 
agreed upon by the whole Church ; and ſent thither by their mu- P4g+3 38- 
tuall deſire” and conſent k And hence our Divines teach , that _ 
ower of bringing things from one { onpgregation to another, belonoet ; 
4 to us one office wm to the ons Church, If this be mia dh evra 
what word of God then,doth 4", Paget, by his F owne anthoritie, our Elders, 


«nd without the conſent of the Conſiſtory , or any one of them , ay in the re- 
matters tothe Claſſis , and there bee and they together , undoe cords of our 


that , which the Elders , with the Churches conſent , had before 2% | 


jointly concluded, 1631+ 


In pag. #2. after many bitter reproaches, hee aſketh , Where ts 
the warrant of Wull Be. and the reſt , how provye they, that I deStroy 
the power of the Church ? OY 

Wee are not to ſeeke of good proofe , for that which wee have 
ſpoken ; for ſeeing hee moſt unlawfully carieth our buſneſſes away, 
to be determined,by the Officers of other Churches,in this reſpet . 


' hee goeth about to ſpoyle us utterly, A little after hee demaun- = 
deth, What is ro be done , if the Elders be in ervgur . whither the 


'E2 matter 
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matter ſhould be brought to the body of the (ongregation,? vviy 


not? came the word onely from the Clafſicall Aﬀembly, are x 


1ob 12,2. the people, and muſt wiſedome dic with them ; are the Brethren. 


MED Simplicians , all novices ; is there not a wiſ® man a them, 

* ——— judge of caſes. Indeed it isthe manner of thoſe , which incloſe in 
_ 40 | f Churches { No 

Phil. x6.7, their owne hands the commonr5ghts of Churches fo to v 

x Th.3.5.6 them,and in ſcorne to taxe them with lighenes,rwdnes, pride, comer. 

1 Pet. 1-7. t50,Cc,Butthe Spirit of God giveth a better teſtimony oftheni®, 


- tjing - and counteth them meet F , both to heare and determine of mat- 


AA. 1 1.12 1s» x ; 
t The,s,2x But this fayth hee, the Browni#?s doe : VVould hee have his 


x 1.3,x, Readersthinke, that none bur they, have ever done it. If his intent 
be ſo; then I muſt tell him , that hee goeth about to deceive them; 
for (as ſhall ſhew in another place)this was the conſtit praQtiſe of 
the primitive Churches ; viz. to have matters debated and difcuf- 
ſed openly , before the whole multitude of the Church. And thit 
hee may have ſomething in the meane time to looke upon : "Hee 
may (it hee pleaſe) looke on a Booke, intituled: A diſcomry of the 
rrowbles in the Engliſh Church at. Franck ford , where hee 
find , among other Articles agreed upon, by the whole Co 
tion, theſe : Art, 62. If all the Minifters and Seniors (which bave 
authority to heare and determine, Cc.) be ſufpetled or found par 
ties ; If any appeale be made from them, that then ſuch appeals be 
% Marke thi made to the body * of the Congregation, the Miniſters, Seniors, and 
At'.Paget, parties accepted : and that, the body of the (ongregation may apprint 
{o many of the Congregation, to heare and determine the ſaid matter, 
or matters , 4s it ſball ſceme good to the Congregation, Apgaine 
Art. 67, If any controverſy be upon the doubrfull meaning of any 
word, or words in the Diſcipline ; that fir#t it be referred tothe Mi 
nifters or Seniors: Andif they Cannot agree therexpon,then the thin 
be brought and referred to the whole Congregation, What fayth 
Me, Paget tothis ? I hope hee will not ſay, they were Browniſti: 
Notwithſtanding it was their practiſe , to have marters brought 
gwnto the body of the Congregation , howloever "hee ſpeakes con» 
ly of it, | 


7. The thing then and there concluded , was divine Scripture, 
other Churches of the Gentiles , although rwbey 


impoſed upon 
bad no delegatesghere. v.22.28, ch. 16.4. 


$. Itis 
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8. It is obſerveable, how AM. Paget ftumbleth at the ſame © © 
tone, and miſapplyeth the very ſameplace of Scripture «A715... _ 
as they Papifts * have done before: For thus they write; Pant and *Rhemnft. 
Burnabas condeſcended to referre the whole controyerſie , and the de- the place 
termination thereof,to the Apoitles and eAncients at Jeruſalem, that - FI. 
is to ſay , to commit the matter to be tryed by the Heads and B Ops, 0.2. IF, 
and their determination in (onncill, And indeed ſuch application Cop. lene 
of it,better ſerves the turne of Teſuits and Preifts , that ſeeke to ſet hs 16, 
upthe Popes ſupremacie , and a Tyrannicall Hizrarchie, then thoſe © c.16, 
that deſire to ſtand for the Rights and Preyiledges , which Chriſt :5 27» 


hath given unto his Church, 


When I begun toread his & Arſiver, I thonght to have found 
ſome great matter in it becauſe hee promiſed ro come never unto 
the place Aft, 20.28, but having well perufed it, my exſpeQation 
was fruſtrated ; for hee is ſo farre here , from coming neever the 
point, that in my prep poreny + hee runn$quitefrom it, All that 
hee {aith is to this effe@t : Men doe attend to their flock, , when they 
labour that the ſame may be increaſed, 

Anſw, 1. It is true : But how muſt this enlargement be made? 


ber ; for it is not the increaſe of God *; bur as the Propher ſayth, A 
ef whoordomes againſt him, AndT wiſh, hee would wall conſider, I 
when Chriſt ſhall appeare in the brightnes of his glory, and (ball 26. "T 

lit as a juſt Tudge , at his ſecond coming , to.aſke a ſ{tritaccount 
of all bis ations, what hee will ſay then, for this thing ; ſeeing hee 
" hot ableto alledge one precept , or example for it , in the whole 
pture, —" 
2, Sceing hee increaſeth his locke by -baptifing ſuch infants,” ' 
whoſe parents are without : How commeth it to paſſe, thathee | 
iakes not more care afterwards of them ; ſome lay *, that children * Chriſoft. 
99 Baptiſme are made members of the vilible Church ; and ofthis 22" ** B+ 
E 3 Opinion 5374: 
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opinion Mr, Paget by his writing * here, ſeemes to be; if ſo.3me 
Prins Sinkes then, it is bard dealing in a (heepheard, to take ſheep £ 


for what end day'into his fould, and preſently after to caſt them off ; take no 
hee writes ther charge of them , neither acknowledge them more for his, 
ws thoſe which never were of his flock at 
For that which is in his 7 Anſwer : It is onely a peece.offalk 
coyne,twile or triſe told over ; hee conceiteth, that a Miniſtercan 
not doe a thing in another Congregation , but ir muſt follow ne 
1.Cor,14+ ceſfarily to bean att of his Miniiterie : Now hee ſhould doebe- 
24+ ter, to proove well once the point, then to begge it ſo conti 
*Bexa an= Belides. to convince erroneoms perſons mn the Church , this is nota 
not im 1.Co. wayes a Miniſterial duety; as hee unadviſedly affirmeth : Formen 
14 out of office, may doe this,as the word of God teſtifyeth, andthe 
Pee. Mart. learned teach *. Trueit is 44". Paget hath bene a deadly enimya 
woke -a " wayes to it : Notwithſtanding never was hee able ( ibes 
Pareusin Teproaches) to bring any thing , to proove the unlawfullnes c 
x.Cor. 14. 2. The Churches of God art firſt had no Officers , notwithſta 
1 PH will not ſay , but the Learned andable Brethren among them 
> yp might convince erroniows perſons , if there were juſt occaſion fork, 
c.25-p.21 5 Againe pole a Church, whoſe Paſtowrs are taken away : cant 
Ziomngl.ad ger the aſſiſtance 0 f 4 m_—_—_— Miniſter, to convince erronions pet 
alent.com= ſons ; then it ſeemes , after his kind of ems they muſt either 
par. & An- 41] hold their peace ; what abilities ſoever they haue ; or ifanyar 
po Sagg > ſpeake, hee performeth a Minieriall duetiz, or otherwiſe his talks 
LclAcme, here is quite beſidesthe matter,or juſt nothing ; which ofthele 
Strat.Sat, will owne (for one hee muſt) I leave itto his owne choſe. 
Sudek.cont. for theſe Scriptures Tit.1.9.19.11. r.Timot.g.20. they doendt 
indy — proove any ſuch thing for which bee brings them. I i 
pz” In ft. 40 refute erronious perſons, is ſometimes a Miniſterialt duerie, 
1.Y2. ſo is prayer , reading the Scriptures , expounding them, &e, Nob 
Harm.$. withſtanding it will not follow , when a Paſtour doth theſe thi 
Be/g.f4$* in another Congregation , that hee performes a all due- 
Ste = , ty; or that Bretbren out of office, may not doe themalſo. Yet < 
pag. 134, bee muſt proove,otherwile his talke,is like a tedious Muſician 
Defen.Diſc. turning, never playing, " 
ag, Bridge Li 
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The $ and laſt anſwer , hee divides into 5 _ or branches: 
Touching the 1,2,3 and 5 of them , I except againſt, inthat they = 
ay nothing in the controverſie betweene us; and therefore they 
muſt ſtand aſide. Inthe 4 hee writes, that members of the Cath1- 
like, or Univerſall (bhurch , may have their infants baptiſed , though 
they be not joyned to any particular viſible Church, | 
To this I anſwer ; that hee neither ſpeakes {killfully , nor con-* ; 
ſcionably;For x.by the Carbolikg (hwrcb our Proteſtant Divines*, , , Weaker 
underſtand 1he company of Gods elett and choſen, and bence name Aphoriſm, 
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ſuppoſed * to be a Papiſt. But to the matter in hand : Tfhoin- - 
fants out of particular viſible Churches , ought to be baptiſed ; but p,4,2. pag.. 
them, whoſe Parents are knowne to bemembers of the Catholike 347. © * 
Church; then it will certainly follow,that no infants, whoſe Parents Pet. Mare, 
arenot members of any viſible Church , may be baptiſed , becauſe © ge . 
the others are knowne to God- onely. Obſerve here , bow hee op *P 
confutes himſelf, and brings one argument forth m his owne > £5M0 Syne 
aſe: And indeed it is juſt with God , that thoſe which contradi&t 2ag4.7:c.4." 
the truth , ſhould contradi& themſelves moſt proſly to0, þ-520- 

2. Unconſcionably;to affirme a thing of fuch waight and conſe- NEO 
Fence, without ſhewing any word of God for confirmation ofit; 4p 7 : 

h hee thinke that wee owe him ſuch obedience, as to beleeve + D.MW/hita, 
things, becauſe hee faith them : If hee doe, hee is greatly miſtaken; cone.4. Qu, 'Y 
forto ſpeake in another mans words; Wee are not bound ro Mr, Pa- 1-f-78- [ 
ft writings, wee eſtreme them not 4s Canonicall ; but wee examen * vrovey 
thew by the Canonicall : and what inthem agreeth withthe autho-/, 2 ,0,.5* 
nie of Divine Scriptmre, wee receive with his prayſe ; What, accor-"D, Reinol, 
&h not therewith, wee refuſs with his leave, © _.-  pref.6, 

Belides hee knowes well enought, that mevs ſayings are of no Coneluſ- p. 


ſwee and valine in matters of yt , without warrant from the - Beata 
; Pre 
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Sriprures, $0 ſay the Prophets «,lo fayth Chrift 5,8: his Apoflies ©, 


| * - Teft.printed 
If6r, D.Humphr.m the life of Iewel. D. Sutclif Chaleng;I;1. «" Sanford ds Deſcend. | 
| on. Nott.ad injv.lib. 4. 28.omd 30. 4 Der.13-1.2.3.Eqed,23- 2: Mich. 7.1 : | 
1.23.31. Exech. 14.9. b Mat.15.9, lob.g.39.' © 6 1,C&-3.21. Ga, 1, 0 
2.1,Kom,16,1 7.18. | 4 


and 
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4 1n Ap?. andthus write the Learned , Tertwllian*, Ignatius t, Hieron 
e Eriſt.ad Bafilg, Ambroſe, Auguitine i , Chriſoſtome k , «Aquinasl,” 
Flier, vinm,” Melantton", Bucanu, B, lewelp, Chaſianioq, Urſi 
and others, In his writing againſt us , hee is alwayes calling 
ſtimony; Where # their warrant,,where is their awthorutve, © 0, mak 
h L.3. de withſtanding who more forward then himſelf, to ſend things ow 
Wear. DOM. ;to the world without proofe, py 
* - wry Before I end this point, there are a few queſtions, which I chink 
kn Gal.c. x Very needfull ro propound unto him. Touching his Carbolkgs 
{ Lib,g, Unwerſall (hmch, 1. By what Scriptures the name and nature of 
art.ule. it, is warranted. 2.) Yhither all Parents with their infants (lews 
m Inſtie.l.r. Turkes and Pagans excepted) be members thereof,or not. 3.VY 
£: {=o are the notes of it. 4, VVhither wee areto judge allthe' 
625.628 Of this large Church, to be true beleevers. 5. If this univer 
o Lec.Com, Church be viſible , then I would know of him , why there 6 
#.532. not to be (proportionable to'it) a univerſall Miniſtery and gou 
fPRepl.art.1: yernment. 1 ſuppoſe , hee will be willing ,to give a direQ anlwe 
Pr.29- unto theſe things, becauſe hee profeſſeth, to have a greats d 


- PPG informe his oppoſue Brethren in the truth, Pref, 6 
q Lec,Com, 


p-98. The next Scripture is (oloſſ. 4.17. And ſay to Archippm, * 
r in leſai C. heed ro the Miniſterie,which thou baſt received of the Lord, that ths 
14-£-459. fullfill it, "—- 
To this hee fayth nothing ; but referreth the Readerto the 

ſwer,made to the former allegation; onely bee gathereth ſomeop 

ſervations from the place. Now for me,to an{wer his nothing, 

ſome thing , it were worth. nothing. Therefore. I will tins 

Scripture over : notwithſtanding , I thinke fit (taking an example 


. 


from bim) to ſet downe ſome notes alſo. | bo, 
x. If the Mmnſteric ought to be fullfilled ; then muſt not Mite 


ſers,marre their doQrine,with paſſion, girding,ſpightfull ſpeacue 
willfull oppolitis,croſſe teaching &c.ot purpole to diſcountenanee 


the truth, and.ro hinder the growth of knowledge and 
mty. __ | 
perſonalland ſecret fealings of Brethren;burt inthe ſpirit of meets 
, - | | 1 5-48 

nes, pnyately ſecke-to reſtore them, ws 
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2: They. ought not offenſively to publiſh unto the world;the 
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Laſtly, if they muſt fulGll their Miniſtery ; then ſhould they not 
intheir old age , be worſe in life and dodrine , then they werein 
former time. wen >; 
As M:,Paget thought it needfull, that his CollefFions ond By 
obſerved ; ſo let every godly Miniſter, conſider whither it be n 
meet , that cach of theſe things ſhould be duely regarded of 
them, | | 


| Thethird Scripture is taken from 1.Pet,5,2, Feed the Flock of 
God, which 1s among you, taking the overſight thereof, &c,” To 
bee firſt anſwereth ; that ſheepheards for the defence and beyefit, of 
their Flockes,Fc, have reaſon to combine themſelves together, for the 
performance of ſome workgs of their calling , towards the endangered 
ſheep of other flockes : a4 appeareth Eja-34.1. Luk,2.8, Gena2g. 
2.9, 

Anſw, Hee wrappeth'his owne feet in the fnare, hee layeth for 
another : for the ſimilitude, as hee bere applies it , makes againſt 
himſelf altogether. For 1. Sheepheards are not ſimply tyed to 
combine themſelves together. 2. Neither doe they it,buron ſome 
Ipeciall occaſion, 3, Forthe combination it ſelf, it is not to'exers 
ciſe authority over each others Flock ; but joyntly to help'one ans 
other in common _ To _ now the comparifc boldin | 

roportion : Miniſters of ſundry C ations, are not ablolut 
# , to combine themſelves Tnitct adhd tne then 19,40 v4 
but upon ſome occaſion : And touching the combination itfelt, it . j 
mult not be , to exerciſe any power over ou others Congrega- 3 
pw . Tr TEE ©. b tion; "= 


© 
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tion ; but either for mutuall aſſiſtance,to reſiſt the common adyexs 
fary , or to diſcuſle and conſider of matters , for their better going 
foreward in piety and godlynes. of 
 Andthis which I fay is the judgement of our beſt Divines. Wy 
doe ( fayth D, Whitaker) confidently affirme , that at the fa 
' Chmtches were gouverned onely by their owne Minifters , and we 
4. not ſubjefted to other Churches or Miniſters : not Coloſſe to Ephes 
ſus; not Philippi to Theſalonica : not theſe ro Rome ; nor Rome to an 
other : but they had all equall power in themſelyes , that wu. 
dant- juriſdiftion and gouvernment,, Nether did they ſeeke author 
ty otherwhere,either from Prelate or Pope, 3 
'Tworthings out of theſe words may be gathered: r. Thatthe 
primitive Charches were all independent, bodies , not ſubjeRedto 
any other ſuperiour Ecclefiaſticall juriſdiQtion,then unto thar which 
was within themſelves. 2. It was notthe manner of members, to 
Cary matters away from their qwne Church, unto men ofother | 
Churches; under a pretence , that they had authority aboye thei 
owne Elderſhip and Congregation : Notwithſtanding contraryto 
the firſt of the , is M4", Pagets profeſſion; tothe later bis pradtiſe 
but how able hee is, either to refute 1". Whitaker herein, or to 
juſtify bimſelf ,: wee ſhall heare hercafter ; for titherto hee hath 
bene filent in it, "Pp 


To his ſecond anſwer: That the word tranſlated feeding, doth al 
fanfic 10 rule and gouyerne, I grantit. Againe where hee fayth: If 
thus kind of feeding be reftrained wnto one Congregation , then is all 
the autheritie and gouvernment of Churches , by Claſſes and Synodh 
oyerthrowne thereby. This I grant roo. And further , that it i wir 
lawfull for Aſf:mblies of Miniſters to exerciſe any att of power in ts 
ny (ongregation beſides their owne. What doth now follow inhis 
Opinion : Then Mmiſter; (ſayth hee) may not give their woyces fit 

be deciſion of controverſies in any Congregation beſides their owne 
Contrarie to the uſe of this word of fteding , Pie 10-fwch in Iſrath, 


as exerciſed ſome att; of their Miniſterie , for the help and benefit of 
divers Congregations, 46 Extch,z8.2.c. 


Anfſw, r, Doth not 34", Pager ſee any difference , between 
Miniſters giving of his voyce, forthe deciſion of a con 
exerciſing ay a of power in anguher Congregation belides bi 


OWne; 
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owne; indeed it ſeemes, that hee doth not : 'and thereforemoſt , _ 
confuledly bath herejoyned them together, But other men , can'. | , .. 
ſee otherwiſe ; and teach otherwiſe too : they can puta plainedi= Þ = , 
finion , berweene a Miniſters giving adviſe, and councill in the_- | | 
matters of other Churches ; and exerciſing authority and 3 Bank 
over them. Touching this point, learnedly writeth Baſs/ 4, Cirillb, © 
Sacrates ©, Athanins 4 , Theodoret ©, Soz.omen f, Mr, Parker g, allo Si 48. 
afficmeth , that when a Congregation ſeekethunto others for aſſi- FS. "x 
PO MICS” | vi Prat  _ b Epift.s 

ſtance ; it is #08 for office to determine, but for their gifts and eſtima+ ,4 Celeſtin, 
tion : not 10 receive precepts, but onely for their Gr conneltt and c Lib. 1. 
approbation. And for confirmation of this , hee names B, /ewel, c-2.14- 
D. Rainolds and others, which have wrizenthe ſame. | | be - 

Here let it be obſerved, that when wee uſed the like ſpeach in | i, Kr? 
our Proteſtation ; viz. that wee doe reverentlie eſteeme of the Claſſis, ep,2 «10. 
for couneull and adviſe , tn all difficult matters , &c. Mr, Paget very 5 Polit, Eccl. 
angerly tels us,that this is bt a lame,halting and half reverence : n0 1.3-p«335% 
more then that, 7A*.lacob, and his company did give to (laſſes and 
Synods : Yea the Browniits themſelves doe ſeem to give 4s much: 
Notto ſpeake any thing of his gibing ; wee ſay, this is as much as 
God requireth of us; and therefore wee may not give more unto 
them. I know M". Paget will take this ill , for hee loves not to be 
Þ ſtreight laſed ; as to haue his authority confined within in one”. 
Congregation; but let him remember,though e-Adam found more 
roome when hee was caſt out of Paradiſe , then within: yet his | 
condition, I ſuppoſe was never the more comfortable for that, *. 

2, For the place in Ezek. 34. it ſpeaketh notany thing, of the 
thing for which hee bringeth it. ; 

3. Howloever the I{raclites met in ſundry places, notwithſtan« 
ding they were all but one rag ms j x their Sy y 
were not entyre Churches of themſelves ; but parts or of - 
the nationall Church, And therefore the Priefts and Levites,whert- 
loever they were, exerciſed not ſome atirof their Mimſtery,unta 
ſome, that were not members of their Congregation , as hee.injudis 


cioully affirmerh. 197 i 
4. Hee doth not well, to compare the nationall ſheepheards:in 

| Iſrael, unto the Miniſters now under the Goſpel , who are bound 
| Unto particular Congregations;In pag. 66. hee {eekes to ſtrenghthen 


tie authority of Clfes and Synods, by the Tewiſh politic and gou- 
OTE ea F 2 VcInument; 
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- Animad.v, Yernment * Now the Papifts to eftabliſh the Sea of Rome, uſers 
Con,x.1, 3, ſame argument. And the truth is , if «Afr. Pager intend todif 
£4. this way , they will cary it, quite away from him. Bur I thinke 
6 Inft. 1,4.c, will hereafter be more conſiderate , and ſpeakeno further ofthg 
G. Sett.2. manner, and forme of Church gouyernment : ſeeing hee knowes thy 
eAg Whig. moſt learned on our fide , doe condemne the Papiſts for it ; viz 
' Tunius ,, Calvin 3, Cartwright <, D. Whitaker d,and others. 
 - Itis likely Mr. Paget would take it amiſle , if I ſhould filenth 
paſſe over one thing , which here, and before in pag, r 34. hee 
vertiſeth the Reader to take notice of; and that is: that 11”, Ainf. 
worth hath formerly brought again#t him theſe Scriptures, viz. At, 
20,28, 1,Pet.5.2. But have none ſaving the Separatiits, — 
them, to the like purpoſe as M*. Davenport here doth ; indeed 
hee inſinuateth: Now whither hee ſpeake this,as hee is perſwaded 
- orof purpoleto deceive, I will not determine, neither will I 
him for reſolution,unleſle hee pleaſe, Bur this I ſay,the learneddoe 
* Repl, to. bring theſe allegations, to the like purpoſe as 1. Davenport here 
D.Don, UWeth them ; that is,to proove,that ordinary Biſhops* and Elders,an 
Defen,l,2. YTeſtrained and tyed to the overſight of one onely Congregation.” Pt 
pare.2, pag, ter (fayth Mr. Cartwrith * ) willeth the Pattonrs of the Church, 
141. that they ſhould feed the Flockes, What Flockes ? Not everit on, 
WWhitg. but thoſe which are committed to their faith and truFt ; or which de 


ar 4 pendeth upon them, eAnd ſo Panl , ſpeaking to the Miniſters, o 
AR. 20.28 B:ſhops of Epheſus, willeth them, that they ſhould take heed unto the 
Flock , over which the Holy Ghoſt had made them oyer-ſeers : whent 

bee reſtraineth as Peter did , their overſight and watch to their own 

3Fecl.Goup, Particular Flock, A Paſtour (layth another *) muſt be limited 
31. Defz. t0 one onely (ongregation : And as hee ts ordained , to the attendant 
of Diſcipl, and ſervice thereof, ſo mu#t hee there exerciſe,and execute that offidt 
&-D.Br. wnto which hee 'is appointed. Hee that defireth further fatisfa+ 
624%. Qionz let him read Cartwrith Grounds of Relig.chap. 52.pag:39F 
Polan, Syntag. 1,7, cap.11. pag.g35. D.Whitaker de Rom.Pont;. 

cont.4. Quzlt.r. pag.11.12.13. Neceſſity of Diſcip!. pag. 3 

Refutat. DoRor Downames lib, 2, Sermon, part, 2. pag. 26 


70. 79s {J' 6s. 
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ſaving in his owne Congregation: Therefore no Paſtour can rig 
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Obje&. But what, if need require, that a Paſtowr ſhould adming 
Fer the Sacraments,both of Baptiſme and the Loras Supper,jn neigh 
bour Churches , that, are deftitute, and hee 1s deſired therennto._ . 

Anſw, x.There is no precept, nor example inthe Scriptures 
proove that ſuch a thing {hould be defired : Good minds muſt uk 
good meanes alſo , otherwiſe they pleaſe not God. Obedience ii 
better then ſacrifice, i 

2. I reaſon thus ; Whoſoever rightly adminiſtreth the SATA» 
ments: mu#t doe it by vertue of a MiniFteriall calling: But no many. 
can adminifter the Sacraments by wertue of a Miniſteriall calling 


adminiiter the Sacraments,bnt in his owne Congregation, f 
Thelaſt of this argument , which onely may be doubted of, ] 
proove thus: That. which is a proper worke of an Apoſtle ; 1s natly 
be done by any ordinarie Miniſter : To adminiſter officiallie in man 
Congregations then one , is a proper works of an Apoitle, There 
fore, &c, {ab} 
The propoſition is certain;the aſſumption is taught generally by 
learned men : For in this very thing, they doe diſtinguith ordinary 
Miniſters from Apoſtles, the firſt being tyed to one onely Flock, The 
later having power and libertie to exerciſe their ſiniſterie any whete, 
Plainly to this purpoſe writeth D, Whitaker , The ih Gas (ſaith 
hee) received the kees from Chrift , and power of teaching , and ltr 
mitting ſinnes , 4s common Biſhops of the whole World : but al 
ethers of their owne (hurches, In theſs things therefore , whichthe 
Apoſtles had extraordinarily , Biſhops ſucceed them not, that, is,ittu 
that, power, which 15 truely and properly Apoſtolicall - Marke, what 
hee counteth Apoſtolicall ; namely to be 4 common. Biſhop , that 
is toexerciſe a power in more Churches then one. -( 
Here I will paſſe over Rom. 14. 5.23. becauſe] find nothing im 
his anſwer, which concerneth the matter in controverlie berweent 
us. The Scriptures following are theſe ; viz. . A#.11.21,26, Gems. 
17.10, Rom,4,11. Att.2.39. But before hee comes , to anſwet 
thoſe Scriptures in particular ; hee makes a great complaint, unta. 
the Reader, againſt Mr. Davenport, and his oppoſite Brethren; f0# | 
_ unjuſt doing inthe queſtion betweene _— ; and their tres 
paſſes, 


cauſe they have fayd promiſcuous baptizing of all infant 
without difference, Hence hee rayſeth this obſervation, 4 "_ 
þ WYETH "OS © wht 
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that, reads their writings , might eafilie be brought to doubt, whither 
Turkes or [ewes , Mahometn3ts or Heathens', or infidelles , of what 
Nation” oy ſet ſoever , did ſometime preſent. their children to bap<+ 
tilme , and that it was the cuſtome of the Dutch Church , to bapriſe 


ſuch being preſented, 
Anſww, I will not contend with him, whither it may be poſſible, 


that any ſhould be ſuch Simplicians, as to make ſo groundles an 
inference : But this I fay ,and will proove it alſo , that 1", Paget 
goesabout to deceive his Readers, in that hee would have them to 
conceive , that it is not their manner , to baptiſe all infants brought 
tothem; but they make a diſtintion; admit ſome,others not. And 

whither this be ſo, I appeale to his. owne conſcience ,are not Ba- 

ſtards received conſtantly to Baptiſme.” If the Parents are knowne 

to be drunkards, ſwearers , blaſphemers, excommunicates, Here- 

ticks, &c, notwithſtanding their children are ſtill baptiſed , if they 

are brought to the Congregation. Yea more then this : If the Pa« 
rents come not at all, ro nod the head, (of which thing wee ſhall 

ſpeake hereafter) yet this hinders not the infants baptiſing; for it is 

enought if a girrle of 16 or 1 7 yeares, doe bring it,and there bow 

withthe reſt to ſome queſtions propounded tothem. 

Now thenlet all judicious Readers judge; If wee had notjuſt 
cauſe to name it, 4 prom:ſcuors baptiſing : Seeing (as I ſaid) thoſe 
which are not members of any Congregation ; nor worſhip God 
In any Congregation ; but live rather without God in the world, 
make a mocke of fin, and count it their grace, that they are grace= 
les, even thoſe vile varlets ; when they will , may haue their ſeed 
baptiſed. I fay as freely and ordinarily , as thoſe which are mem- 
bers,and men knowneto feare God. 

As for his mentioning of Twrkes , Tewes, &c. itis vainely done; 
for all know , that ſuch doe not preſent their children to our bap- 
tlme ; and therefore I wiſh him hereafter, rather in ſincerity to 
keke the truth ; then with ſhifts, cavills, andevaſions , the mainte- 
nance of his caſe and credit. Notwithſtanding this Imuſt tel] him, 
lam yeril, ;erfwaded , that it would require all the witt and ſkill 
e Mr, Paget bath; to proove that {ach Parents, whoſe children bee 
and others ſometime baptiſe, are not a greatdeale worſe in life and 
converlation, then many Zewes ,. Twrkes and Heathens, 


The 


Pg. 152. 
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The-next thing undertaken by 24*. Paget , isto proove\, thi 
men may be repured in the Covenant, by teStification- of their faih 
and repentance, though it were by a word or geſture of the body , wit 
neſſing their conſent thereunto, ſo farrs as to procure the admiſſions1 
their mfants 10 have the ſcale of circumciſion or Baptiſme, as appt 
reth from the holy records. ma 
Anſfw, 1, Hee layeth downe here a manifeſt untrath; (to ſpeake 
the beſt of it) in affirming , that the Iewes under the Law , might 
lawfully admit infants tothe ſeale- of circumcifion ; before theÞy 
rents of them,were joyned actuall members to that viſible Church, 
For this I gatherto be his meaning , from theſe words : So fany: 
4s to procure the admiſſion of their infants , to have the ſcale of Ch 
cumciſion, Belides it muſt either thus be underſtood , or heeww 
derſtood not his owne faying : For our queſtion reſpeQs oneh, 
ſuch infants , whoſe Parents arc not joyned to any Church, And din 
therefore: this muſt needs hold a juſt proportion with it. Now 
whither this be not a 2110? amen: in him? letall judge gthe 
are wiſe to ſobriety; tor to affirme a thing, againſt the exprelſecom- 


maundement of God, and continuall practiſe of the Saints; of put«YY his | 
poſe touphold by it,an unlawfull and (infull praiſe. Hee thatfemneY bee 
the Lord and his righteous judgements, as hee ought, will takeheedY 70 6; 


not to deviſc ſuch unſounds tenets. yi 
2.For the 20 Scriptures, or more, which hee hath bere quoted 
the truth is , not one of them , either hurts our caſe , or belpesh. 
For 1. I would know of him, whither to ſay Yea, eAmen, ſobtit 
(whereby an external profeſſion of faith, love , and thankfullness 
ſhewed towards God) his meaning be , that this conſiſteth inte 
131020 of the letters , ſyllables, or words. Againe whithe! 
y nodding with the head , hee intendeth ſimply the geſture, wi 
out any reſpect to the fitnes of the doer of it. It hee ſay, hee me 
nothing , ſaving bare ſpeaking , and bare bowing, Then I ſay; it 
a 5 4 quay ſaying ; torit is poſſible, that a bird, ora beaſt, 
doe ſo much, But on the contrary , if hee fay , bee reſpeRetn! 
qualification and condition of the ſpeakers , and nodders , then 
whole matter fals to the ground : becauſe the ſpeakerss and noauth 
in queſtion, are altogether (tor the preſent) unfit and uncapahy prey 
to performe any Religious worke; for (as I ſayd) they are knoW 
to deny God #n workss , and hate ro be reformed : what then om 
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fach to doe,to take Gods word into their mouth; orifthey would,' 
yet what calling hath /4*, Paget, to put ſuch a thing uponthem,” 
Briefly,though bee will doe it ; yet what reaſon haue wee to repute 
them, forall this #» the (ovenant ; ſeeing wee find in Scripture no 
warrant to juſtify the ation. SONY $30 

- 2. Beitgranted , that the Church and people of God , in ſome + 
caſes, haue declared their conſent, by ſaying, Tea,eAmen,ſo be it, 

or by a geſture of the body ; notwithſtanding it will not henee fol- 

low, that men and women , notjoynedto any CPE 
ther intending ſo to doe : Moreover knowneto beidolaters , adul- 
terers and moſt prophaine perſons , may be reputed in the cove- 
nant, by ſaying Amen , or nodding with the head , unto a few que- 
tions read out of a booke unto them ; and ſo lawfully procure tbe 
admiſſion of their infants unto the ſeals of Baptiſme, Notwithſtan- 
ding either this hee muſt proove; or otherwile hee is guilty of abu- fM#.5-37 

ing , and mis-applying all theſe Scriptures F here Pope toge- A o_ 

And that the Reader may the better perceive , the looſenes of —_— 

his reaſoning;] doe intreat him,to obſerve what wee ſay; and what pſ.x 06.48 
bee fayth unto it : Whereas it is the cuſtome of the Dutch Church, 1Co.14-16 
to baptiſe many infans, whoſs Parents ate not membirs of any Chnich; Excl. 19.8. 
When they anſwer Tea at» the Leiturgy of Baptiſme publickely', or 
by nedding the head. This praQiſe, ſayth 24*, Davenport, and wee ,, re. * 
too, is ankevefall Mr. Paget tojuſtify it, ſtepts in,and telsus,that 65 29. x; 
in Moyles time , in Chriſts time , and afterin the Apoſtles dayes; 10.15. 
many godly people ; members of the Church , haue in ſome caſes, Rem,Js 45« 
lpnifyed their meaning, and their wills, by ſhort ſpeaches,and ex- ___ 24. 
terall geſtures : And this is all the anſwer,that hee makes to it.” $07.11, 7 22. 

that hee maketh a ſhew of remooving the objeQion ; but in truth g2,c5 5.7. 

kzveth it altogether untouched, ARA.18.20. 

- But by his ws ſeeing bee ſlides away from the point; I muſt 2.Cor-8- 

Matreat him, to come back againe to it ; and plainely to prooveun- 4-3 _ | 

to ustheſe 3 things , which hee very cmninaieGie granted, py —"—_ 

Y 2. By what authority hee publickely propoundeth certaine que- 2 Chron. 

ftions, unto people , that are not members ofany particular Con- 20.28. 

tion ; and will have them,to anſwer, with Tea, or nodding the 
rad, or the like. 2. How it can appeare, that ſuch, are to be 

$ counted Chriſtians , in the ſence of the Scriptures , whichare viſt- 
| Ton ; G ** bly wicked 


- Amen, Or to nod 


. Seeing it 1 che jadgement of the” Learned *, that the Com. 
obe read inthe Congregation 3a , 


p67 Cher: nicall Scripture Ong! ht onely to 
and divers'Councills * baue ſo con al | 


on Rom. 1 
p. 53: * writing beſides it, ea 
Chriſoſt-m 1 would know then ng watrant men have, fs read a havens 


Mat, Ho: Bap riſe publicke!) - e Mr; Paget 1s not 1 "at 
= - " nd hee have cleared I che things z —_ hee hath yet ya lnhy 
Jo ; 
Linolous and imperunent- 


TPhitak, 4g. | 
Du.l.1.d Laftly-letit wn : pen. 


Scrt. here togither; 4 
Des , godly Joth) Let 4104n * giryr> 2 
miſt-ag- ſufſicient- to make him 4 


Þr. 
4564708 [t 4s enought, tobaptiſme,! 
and Seer ants; 


pont. cap.3S- the ten commanndements,/ 
Lavd, 6.59. that be had beve, an apprimile ife ro rhe itt (ett! 


ror ar cxalt that they doe- 
of Scri The firſt is Aft-r1.2 m_ | 


See dkf, 
Chal.c,10- Now tothe places ures. oy 
page 49- greats number beleeved » 41s urned unto the Lord » OC, 4 be w” 
Perk, 3.Yob. Diſciples were called (/briſtians. ” we 
4 4 z0 To this bee faith [7 c47n0t Fr ſperified by what words, of foi, Wy 
Comment. they profeſſed their converſion unto God. _ 
nx Theſſ:3 \G.. 1, This allegation Was not brought , to ſhew , by what ys 
$.p.115- | 16 the farth full profeſſed 1hevy converſion anto God; 7 4 
uſt firſt beleeve , and be joyned - fore 1 

becounted Chriſtians, 1! int hat ſence, 


:Gne, But to this hee (aitd PN by” ke 
hee need eded'not'; and paſſeth by » what Þ 


ſhould hauc jon pol 

2: Be it granted , that it cannot be ſpecified by what Wits «ay 
yet it can be manifeſted', that they ſhewed , ſach faich and repay 
tance, as the grace of CG | appeared in them: verl. 23. Now wk or 


e Mt Paget were ro make a Sermon , on the doQrrine © 


repentance : I dog thinke,when hee ſhould © come to ſet Jorne! 
| eyd:nc&6 


evidences of theſe graces; hee would nor affirme, that Atheiſts, He- 
reticks, theeves, murderers, &c. ::hage them ; notwithſtanding che 
Parents of thoſe: children, forwhoſe: — hee bere pleadeth, 
are(L ſay many ofthem) ſuch vile wretches,as liee well knowes. 
3. Ir.is to be inquired; whither his meaning be, to-compare, 
thole Diſciples,and (riſtians, AF11 21426, with'the Churchles 
vple inqueſtion; If ſo? ThenT muſt be bold to tell bim,that as 
fe dilhonoureththe prime Saints; fo himſelf much-tmore. On 
the otherlide , if hee ſay , bee intendeth-no ſuch thing , then hee 
might haue ſpared much labour, ſaved charge , and ſpent histime 
more profitably , then to write many-words , atd all juſt no- 
thin , K. | " , 
hy I marvaile, what was in his mind ,, when' hee wrote this 

anſwer. Hee aſketh , How-1t can'be prooved from bence;that (uth as 

conſented unto the dottrine of the Gosel ', propounded unto them, by 
anſwering Tea, or bowing their heads, might not 'thereupon,be admit. 

ted unto Bapriſme, they and thew Infants, ST OLINEE 
*  Anſw, 1. dog notyerunderſtand, howhee rayſeththis obſer 

ration ; viz, that #e belcevers in Att, 11. conſented 1o'the avivine 
of the G opelyby anſwering Tea to'it, or bowing their bodies,in teFFi- 
mony of their liking thereof. I perceive it is an caly thing,to'con- 
queſt;if begging may procure one thar.- But T mind not to givethe 
cale ſo away : Therefore I doe deny , that ever theſe embraced the 
rath in fo abſurd a ſort; And ſeeing this is an affertion of his owne 
bead; it lies bim now upon,to juſtify it. Tertullian* fayth,'/t i not , 


In hs books 


lefull for men to flatter themſelves , with any thing of their owne of preſerine, 
epm97. and judgement, nor chuſe thats which comes in their owne ag, Heret, 


hae : Wee have the ApoFiles for examyple; who tanght nothing af= 
ter their owne pleaſure , but fauhfully the dofirines, which they rectt= 
red of Ch4F, (44 | 

2, If by pronouncing the doAtrine-of the Goſpell, hee meane n - 
reading , or ſaving over of a Levturgee ;as" is thematterin contro» | 
rerly: then I doe againe deny;that there was/in the Apoſtles dayes, , 
@7.fuchthing praQtifed. TOO 0s PUTT RE 

3. Ifir hould be granted (which hee cannorproove}thit thoſe 
Chriſtians at Antioch 5 conſented ro the dottrine of the GoIpelt , *by 
*nſwering , Tea tot 3 Or bowing their heads tn teftimony- of ther 
4probatron of 5, Yetthis helpes not his caſeatall ; utiſeſſe hee can. 

>; G 2 proovye, - 
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ptoove ; I, That they 


were not members of any viſible Chang 


- 2. That their converſation was irteligious, 3. That they preſents 


$Syntap.1u, 


| C.2, þ.80, 
i Dru/.pret, 
7 : F. >. 


IR Purchs Pi. 
þ ep. A,C.1 4+ 

| J:3.4.p 

| VOg., 20F, 


their infants to the Miniſter in the Congregation, and after fa af 


Tea, or nodding the head, to ſome queſtions 20 hogan: v 
baptiſed. Thus are his anſwers very wind , and no more ſayoutin 
them, then in the white of an egg, caten withour ſale, ” 


Thenext allegation is Gen. 17.10, This is my Covenant , whit 
yee ſhall keepe , betweene me and you, and thy ſeed after thee : Eygi 
man child among you ſhall be circumsiſed. | 

e MF, Paget to thisanſwereth : 7 can not hence be ſhewedihs 
more queſtions were propounded to the Parents , which brought they 
ebildren to be tircumciſed , then are now in the admmiſtration of By 
riſe, &c.Or that ſach had circumciſion denied unto their child, 


which ſhewed a willingnes to embrace the Covenant , by ſuchbn 


anſwers and geſtures wee ſpeake off. X 
Anfw. Here are words;but in truth not a word, c 


matrer, for which bee bringeth them. This Scripture Gen. 19,19, 
to ſhew,, that ſuch are to be conned (briftians ei 
aren, (and fo conſequently to bave right unto Baptiſme) whoſe Þ.: 
Yents (at leaſt one of them,) in externall profeſſion} , are withinth- 
(ovenant, Thus writeth 4*, Davenport, Now if a man read the 


was alled 


others reply : hee muſt needs confeſle', unlefle bee will 
himſelfto be a Simplician, and ignorant in Logicke and Religion, 
that it is as indiſgeſted a thing , as ever was broched by a manot 
learning : much better therefore it had bene , ifbee had left, thi 
looſe kind of reaſoning ; and either diſprooved, ſome part of the 
others proofe , according to the rules of reaſon ; or yeelded tothe 
concluſion, which followeth by force ofargument. wv 

But to make a ſhort anſwer to his fa & although it looke not 
nnto the thing, for which hee deviſed it.'x. How doth he know,that 
there was « Leiturgie of Circumciſion in the Church of God undet 
the Law? and that it was propounded to thoſe Patents , which 


brought their children to be circumciſed, This I lay upon him;# 
another invention of his owne : for it is moſt certaine , never ws 


there fuch a thing praRtiſed, by the Fathers , in old time ; neithe! 


haue the Iewes in theſe dayes any humane forme among them: Be 


lides , iftheir writings * be ſearched, which ercat of themavoer® 
kT Ss circum: 
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circumcifion , there will be found no ſuch thing in them, whereof 
hee ſpeaketb. , kJ 
' Among may other good properties, which hee himſclfe faith; 
hee hath ; one 1s , that * hee is uo inventer of new' conceits and ops» 
1i0ns. But ſurely,if the reſt there, be not truer then this,hee will 
found an untrue ſpeaker in them all, , bY 

' Further I would know ofbim , what hee intendeth by embr«- 
cing the Covenant: (torT perceive hee ſeeketh ad 2 by double 
conftruction of words) Is it his meaning , that thoſe, which were 
no Iewes , nor members of the Iewiſh Church ; yer ht not- 
withſtanding their infants unto the Preifts ; and when they had 
anſwered to ſome queſtions, either by ſaying Tea, or nodding with 
the head ; they had them immediately circumciſed,although them- 
ſelves , remained till, out ofthe communion and fellowfhip ofthe 
Church, If this be his meaning (as it muſt needs be, unleſle his 
meaning were to Write _ nothing) then I doe affirme , that in 
this,bee hath ſpoken irreligiouſly, injuriouſly and untruely. x.lrre- 
ligiauſly, to have the ſcale of the righteouſnes offaith , to be made 
an unholy thing. . 2. Injuriouſly te accuſe Godschoſen of finne, 
cauſeleſly, 3. Vntruely ; and thus I proove it. None might eat of 
the Palfhorer , Unleſle they were members of the Iewiſh Chureb, 
Exad.12,6,45, But all circumciſed among them, might eat of the 
Paleover , verſ, 44. Therefore all the circumciſed among them, 
were membets of the Church. x 4 | 

If the Reader defire, to know further about this thing ; let him 

him peruſe 1r, Ainſworths eAnxotations on Genel. 17. and 
Exod.12, and there hee ſhall ſee , what the Iewes write of it; 
viz, that none are to communicate with the Chnrch, in the ordi- 
_ " circumciſion,and the Paſleover, but ſuch as are members 

ereof, 


| The next Scripture is Rom, 4.11. Awd hee received the fegue of 
Ercamciſion , a ſeale of the righteonſnes 
bting uncircumciſed, 


G 3 Mc. Pagets 


*Pag.I04- 


of faith , which NE RIVLL. 
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Mr, Pagets anſwer to this allegation may be caſt into 3 heady, 
6 LD bn I. Abraham ts called the farber of all, mars: 

 whither members.of a;particular Church or net. 2. There might þ 

ſome beleevers in Abrahams time , not members of bis familie , ug 
under the gowvernment. of any particular Church, 3.1f a ſoune, v 
bond. ſervant, of Ephron the Hittite were then brought to the know. 
ledge. of therrme God, fc. why might not the infant. of ſuch A one 
bave bene'carcumciſed, though not living un a viſible Chnrch, 

Anſw, I will not ſay , that 44", Paget hath read Antonies 
cept in Tully *, who wilheth men, if chey be troubled about a bard 


©1268 que$tion., , to, ſay nothing to 11. Butthis'I can fay of himby expe. 
4@ rience;hee fol/owesthat rule cloſely, For as before,ſo here againe, 
hee uſeth many'words ; but an{wereth. not at all to the pointin 
band. 
HuſtComp, ThisScripture (as may be ſeene in the place +) was brought 
442.5. proove ,thatas Abraham received circumcition , when hee was 


member of a viſible Church ; ſo conſequently baptiſme , which 
comes in the roome thereof, belongeth peculiarly ro ſuch , aswe 
joyned to ſome particular Co ation. ff, Paget perceiving 
bi it 1s wabab0) the hrengtie of thanngaizenty rm 
drawes himſelf from it ; and that the Reader might nor & it, het 
ſets downe 2 or-3 conceited fancies of | his owne , unto which 
briefly thus L anſwer. p: 

I. Imagen, I ſhoulddeny that there were in Abrahams time ay 
beleevers,out of his family; or contrary wile,fay I grant there were, 
what would hee hence inferre ? for my part I know not ; noryt 
hee himfelt, I am perlwaded. 

2. : Concerning his why »0t, I aſke of him for his why ſo. Is 
the manner of Diſpurters, to propound a caſe, and then af ke of the 
ſtanders by x (Sr) why may it not be thus, If there be any Divint 
patterne for ſuch a praQife, it now concerneth you /4*;Paget tO 
tlhew it : If you cannot (as am fare you cannot)then I wiſh you 

Pr 17.281 luch .cales hereafter to ſhutr your hips * , and ſo you ſhall be 
eſteemed a man of the better underſtand. oy 

But to deliver you (if it may be) from your vaine conjeauis F, 
and doubts : As for circumciſion , it was not commaunded to the F, 
Gentles at all ; neither was it a ſeale of the Covenant of grace © 

Nee and his ſeed : But was con;maunded to Abraham , w__ 
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> Þ| fed, and bouſe-hold , and. ſuch onely as would be of that-Chuzrh, 
wh, and partake ofthe Pafleover. Therefore it notbeing:commaunded 
't }..Noes ſonnes, ſuch as abode-in his faith, ' (howbeit ſcattered 
zfarre of) were doubles in the Covenant: of grace ſtilLand ſaved as 
well as wee: I ſay withoutcircumcifion y fos the fame wasnot im-: | 
{ed on them. And this is the judgement of learned men TP —_—_— 
Parews «, D, Willerb, Galarine*, and the Hebrew writers*lay as eg ,, "% = 
much. N ms 
om. ch.z, 
The next Scripture is AQ. 2, 39. For the promiſe is wnto you, aud 87, Pp: 146 
0 your children, and 19 all that, are afarre off ; Even as many , PT. ”_ 
the Lord onr God ſhalt call. | 7 =. hk 
His whole anfwer hereto is this : Though the pronuſe be made un'in Miſneth: 
to ſuch a4 are called, yet who 64% ſbew, that. ſuch are'not to be coun» Treat. of 
tedoutwardlie called , and in (ome meaſure within the priviledge of N'"g? -p 
the Covenant , who being themſelyes alreadie baptized, and with- zo mo ; 
drawing themſetves from other fetts and Churches, doe bring their in" circumſ.ch. 
fants wnto the true Chimrch to be baptiJea', being there alſ0_readis 1. ſet. 3.6, 
to make a publicke profeſſion of thrir fauh before the Congregation, 
Thos hee, 
Anſw, 1, Forhis phraſe here, tocount:men outwardly called, 
| I fee no warrant for it inall the Scriptures: For whotmfoever in 
the judgement of charity., wee can judpe- ts be ontwardlie called, 
them (I take it) are by us to be judged inwardly called alſo. I pp;tp, r.7, 
confeſſe indeed, if wee haue refpeR unto God,then it may be ſaid; 1.Cor. 13. 
that ſo-1e ave onely ontwardlie called : But whothele (ſome) are, 
wee cannot tell ;and therefore wee may not give ſentence init. If 14-144 
bee ſay, that hee intended both; thenT anſwer; 1.Hee ſhould haue 
done well,to haue ſpoken out plainly ſo. 2.Then it muſt follow, 
that all fuch Parents, whoſe infants hee and others baptiſe ; be their 
converſation never {o bad , are notwithſtanding in his opinion the 
tle& and choſen of God, 23. Hee ought not to keepe backe one 
of them, from his Congregation; it they delire to be members 
thereof, Apaine , But if hee fay, bee judgeth them not to be in- | 
the $4) called ; then by his owne confeſſion , it muſt follow , that 
they want true faith and repentance : and ſo hee giveth (and that 
1 his ot knowledge) holy things tothe unworthy, and to perſons who« 
ly uncapable thereot, 
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X Pag.145- drawing themſelyes from other ſets, And againe * , of haying mat 


+ So hee cal;aſhamedto appeare 4 Defendant. + in the calc, as it ſtands 


b:mſelfm and nakedly berweene us, 
P4g. 146, 
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2. I cannot tell what hee intendeth, by the priviledge of the Cyl 
venant ; if hee meane Baptiſme , then 1 anſwer : This ordinance jg 
givento the Church, and no perſon lawfully may be admitted to it, 
unleſſe hee be a member thereof *, If hee have any other mes. 
ning , when I know it, I ſhall be readyto give a further anſiner 

3. For what reaſon doth bee add theſe words, viz, andwith. 
drawmg themſelyes from other ſeits and Churches, Is it not, becauſe 
(as I af before) hee would haue people thinke,that it is not they 
wn e, to baptiſc all infants brought unto them, Me thinkes if 

is perſwades him, that his caſe is good, hee ſhould not ſeeke 
thus cloſely,to with-draw the Reader from the queſtion;bur ſpeake 
out clearely in it, and to this purpoſe; ſay : 1t ts the cult ome of te 
Dutch Church , and my prattiſe alſo : that, what iwfants ſoever an 
brought unto u4,for Baptiſme,to baptiſe them;be the Parents of them, 
boly or unholie members of any particular Church,or not, Tea hanſs. 
ever wee know that, the children preſented unto u9,are BaFFaras zya 
if the Parents , or 1n their abſence ſome other, doe ſhew a conſent unts 
certaine queſtions , either by nodding with the head , or ſaying Tt 
eAmen,or ſo be it © wee pyt them not backe,neither ought wee; but gint 
them the helie ſeale of remiſſion and pardon of ſmne, | 

Indeed this bad bene plaine dealing , and nothing but thetruth, 
And therefore whereas hee tels us, of men ozwardile called, wit 


knowledge of the truth,&c. then ſome of thoſe that are members of th 
Church, What is this, but meere dawbing ; for what uſe ſerves 
butlike the 19gb garment to deceive, Hee knowes,and wee knof 
it r00: If infants be brought in the manner aforeſayd , all is wel 
it matters not whoſe children they be; viz. whither Zugliſh, Duh, 
French , &c. nor how vile oy wicked the Parents of them haut 
formerly alwayes bene,to that houre and time. I would not (peate 
{o often of this thing , but that hee conſtraineth me to it, in reg 
hee labourethto hide from the Readers,the true knowledge 018t 
pope in queſtion, But hence let it be conſidered , whither1n rh 
ce give not caule of juſt ſuſpition unto them to thinke , that bees 
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The laſt Scripture is !.Cor. 5,12. For what, have I to doe, to 
judge thens alſo that are without , doe nat yes judge them thats are 

T1 p 2 = 
; To this firſt Me. Paget anſwereth: 7! is riot plainely diſcribed,hdw 
M', Dayenport applies this ſentence , to the queſtion in hand ; it had 
bene good, if hee had ſhewed, how hee had drawne his argument from 
htuCes 

Anſwv. 11,.Paget among _ Diſputers , had the leaſt reaſon, 
to make a complaint this way ; for hee in his writing , not onely 
leaves the maine points in controverſy untouched ; buralſo, for the 
unneceſſary matters, which hee bringeth in,they are ſuch oracles,or 
rather riddles ; as to underſtand them , a man had need hee were 
either another Oedipus , or had hee himſelf preſent to expound 
them, Notwithſtanding -hee ſhould have remembred', that hee 
being the doer of the things in this controverſy , the burden of 

rooving lay direQly on his thoulders : And therefore it had bene 
is part. plainely to haye demenſtrated from the Scripture , that 
whichheg-affirmeth , touching the Claſſis and Baptiſme ; for one 
teſtimony or argument rightly drawne from the Apoſtolicall writ- 
ings, to juſtify theſe aſſertions, will eafily draw us to acknowledge 
them. But till then;though hee write ten volumes more, and each 
of them , ten times greater then this; yet never ſhall hee be able 
to convince the conſcience, of any indifferecit Reader, inthe points 
which hee hath undertaken to be a"Defendant ;, to wit, 1,that 
particular Congregations: are t0 be dependent bodies : and 10 ſtand 
wnder other EccleſraFticall authoritie out of themſelves, 2, That un- 
fants may be baptiJed , whoſe Parents are not joyned to any particu- 
lar viſible Church, But to the point. 

This Scripture fitly ſerves, to proove the point in hand ; for the 
ſcope and drift of the' Apoſtle there , is to ſhew, that membersof 
ritble Churches, haue onely right unto the publicke ordinances ad- 
miniſtred therein. As for others , they are not ro be judged; that is, 
In thoſe publicke things the Church hath no relation to them ; nor 
may (I fay inthis reſpet) baue communion withthem. And hence 
I realon thus: If the infants inqueſtio are without,then may they not 
be admitted unto Church communion ; and ſo conſequently not 
to baptiſme, But they are without; Therefore, &c. The propoſi- 
ton is manifeſt by this Scripture 7 .{orint.5.12, The afſump- 
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y Comment, Without warrant of Scripture. Pa! (as Parzus * well obſerves on 
on 1. Cor, this place) divides all men iuto two yanckes : the firft gud gran 
c.5.v.12, without; the later and leſſer within. And howloever for 


Pe27 2+, 


fidells and Heathens., 3. T hoſe that for the preſent live not nnda 
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tion is evident , and neederh no proof. 
After this bee tels us, of 5 {orcs of perſons, which may be ſaid to by 


without, 1. Members of a viſivle Chnrch, wanting true fauh. 2,1 


the Diſcipline and Gouvernment of ſome particular Church , and 
make profeſſion, of the ſame Religion , with the true viſible Cl. 
ches , &e. Thi later prathiſe ſome 1mperfett communion with them: 
and therefore in ſome ſence may be ſaid to be of ſuch Churches, 

Anſw. 1. Howſoever the Lord knoweth who are bis ; yercay- 
not Mr.Paget, nor any man elle, judge men to be without tre 
faith, and ſo no members of the inyi/ible Church : ſpecially they ſtan- 
ding membersof ſome particular Congregation ; and therefor 
his ralke here , is altogether iruitles, and nothing concerneth the 
place 1.Cor, 5,12. which hee pretendeth to anſwer. 

2, The difference which hee puts betweene mex withomt ; is 


perpags ifts and graces are not alike; notwithſtanding , as they' 
din relation to 4 w/ible Chwrch-Hate ; they differ not : Butare 
all alike excluded from actual] communion in the publicke ordi- 
nances thereof: As wee ſec in a deſert , or willdernes, diverſitiedf 
trees;lome good, ſome bad; ſome are thornes and brambles; othes 
are vines and fig-trees : neyenheles in reſpe&t of a Yineard , ot 
Orchard, they are quite out of the ſame a like. 

3. For his 4mperfett communion, it is a perfe&t invention of hi 
owne head; for the word of God teacheth no ſuch thing, Apaine, 
where hee fayth, they are members of the Churchin ſome ſence, and 
not in another : this likewiſe is another of his fictions, Andobſere 
here how bee pleads for the prophaine multitude ; juſt as doetht 


Tew. Defen. Papiſts fortheir P ope; in one reshett beets a Wan, 1 another reſpef 
Apol.6.part. hee us more then a man, One way hee may erre , another way btt 


ca20. Diruſ. cannot erre, But not minding to ſpend muchtime about the thing; 


37-7 4+ 


(for the naming of it, is a ſufficient refutation) this I ſay , a mat 

muſt either be, a member of a particular Church formally : othet 

wiſe hee cannot be reputed a viſible member of it, in any ſence 

reſpe& at all, It hee can proove the comrary by the word of God, 

x lyeth him now upon it to doe tt, Fu 
In 


®F3SaT7 DT 


= FEX7SSY 


—"SATES = 


a3 8, 


\ BST SATSESST 


Q 
2 


"3 


FOR HER RIGHT. 39 

In the meane time, let the diſcreet Reader judge, whither hee be 
not guilty of venting new concerts aud opmiens of his owne. And 
whither , by theſe his new conceits and opinions, hee doe not granfie a Adverſ. 
the Valentmians, Marcionves , and Gnoſftikes : Who (as [renee © Her. $. 3.0. 
reporteth) did feeke to bring into the Church mens deviſes. And-7.&/.1.c. x 
whither hee doe not gratify the Trent.- Comneell bFathers , and the ©C99e-Trid, 
P4"i/ts : yea moreover the Cehals, or Tilmnd © of the Kabbins, CE. 
and the MMontaniſts d. For the finne , for which theſe chiefly are bo 48. w 
condemned , is , becauſe they haue broched many lies and beaſtly 4 Tereul. de 
vanities ; as if all things concerning faith and manners , were not prefer. adve, 
contained in the Scriptures. | Her.c, 52. 

Thus wee haue examined 4", Pagets Anſwers, to the allega- 
tions of Scriptures , brought by AF, Davenport. Now leaſt hee 
{hould complaine againſt me, for ſome partialitie : I thinke it not 
amiſſe to write a few words touching that Scripture , which hee 
mentioneth in pag.4#. namely ar, z. 

If hee cannot find a better ground then this, to lay his #nlimued 
Baptiſme upon , ſurely then the ſame will never proove to be law- 
full, For x. the perſons there ſpecityed, through Iohns doQtine, 
powerfully caried home to their conſciences; had their hearts deep- + Pareus 
ly wounded + with the fence of ſinne ; and thereupon made open Comment.in 
confeſſion thereof, 2.Thar which they did, was done freely *,and Mza-.3. 
voluntarily, © 3. The ſame was accompanied with a defire *, and LAPS 
purpoſe of amendment of life. 4. They were members of a viltble "wy ; yer 
Church. 5. The Baptifer , was no ordinary Miniſter : Now then | x9. 
bow can 14", Pager hence proove , that men, not humbled by the * Muſcul.:n 
word preached; not manifeſting any ſorrow for finne, not ſhewing M-3-- 
any defire of reformation of life ; not members of any particular Zo 
Congregation ; may nevertheleſſe haue their infants, lawfully bapti- 
led, by a Paſtour or Teacher, they ſaying Tea, or nodding with the 
6:44 to ſome queſtions impoſed upon them , or having others to 
doc it, in their behalfe. 

| doe not thinke it ſtrange , that hee conld not prevaile (as hee 
layth) with 14", Davenport by ſuch conference in the point: for in 
truth, as this allegation , fo isthe reſt there of his ralke a rope of 
ſand, as an overblowne bladder that will burſt of it ſelf , and vent 
the wind thereof without pricking. And thus much for this Settion, 
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SEBTION YT; 


| Hereas 47r. Pager hath ſo often called upon me by name, 

\V to proove the ProreFFation- publiſhed againſt him ; tg 
wit,that hee bath bene many wayes injurious to our Condit | 
My purpoſe is (by the Lords aſſiſtance) inthis , and the following 
Setttons ; to ſet downe the fame, And becauſe all our trouble, 
haue proceeded (as it were) from two cauſes; viz. the Baptiſmef 
Non-members, and the denying of the {Þ=rches power, I (hal 

| therefore ſpeake of thele 1wo things , the more fully. And firſtel 
the Baptiſme : Now the rcalons which I haue againſt it, an 


thele, 


ARGVMENT TI. 


To breake that. ſacred order , which God hath ſet in his wiſibl 
Church, for all his Saints, to keepe and walke by, t a great. ſinnt, 
But to baptize infants, whoſe Parents are not members of any pat 
ticular Congregation, is to breake that order , &c, 
Therefore it 1s a great ſinne to doe it, 
The propeſition is evident by theſe Scriptures, 1. Cor, 14 33.#h. 
1, {or.5.13. Num. 23.9.10,11.21, and 24.5.6, 1.King. 14.1, 
17. Son.6,4. The aſſumption- is as cleare, For let it be obſer- 
ved, that unto all {bnrch-attions, as there is Faith, ſo order alſone- 
ceſlarily required : And hence is the difference onely , betweene 
(briftian-commmunion , and Church-communion : to praQiſe Chr 
ſtian-communion , there needeth nothing but viſible Chriſtianity; 
but to the other, as there muſt be viſible Chriftianity, ſo likewiles 
fore-going joyning, of faithfull people together , in a ſpirituall out- 
ward ſociety , or body politike. And unleſſe this thing be ſtrifth 
obſerved , there will follow many abſurdities , and great conk- 
lion. 
This may be further illuſtrated by a ſimilitude , taken from 4 
Epb:f.2, (orporation , to which the Church of God is ſometimes com 
Wee know that many , who are no members thereof ; are men, 
ood lives, peaceable, quict, profitable, worthy and fit enoughto 
be ofthe company: Notwithſtanding they pertake not inthe pri 


ledges 
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ledges of the freedome; untill themſelves,by due order,are become 


freemen. | aLib,4,con. 
ARGVMENT II. bs yo 

To uſe thoſe wayes and inventions, un wor ſhipping God, which are COPS: im 

wt commannded of God, in his word, is unlawfull. cL.2.Ep.3. 


But God hath not commannaed in his word , that, any Paſtonr or d\Moral, 
Teacher, ſnomld baptize ſach infants, whoſe Parents are without, Sum.C.I 4. 
Therefore it ts unlawfull to doe tt, —_ *bs 
The firſt part ofthis reaſon is certain by the whole courſe of the — 39 
Scriptutes, Plal,119.113, Deut.12.8, 1.Sam.,15.22.23 Hol. 6.6.;n 48. 
af B Lev. 19-1-2Mich. 7.18. ler.g.31, 2.Chr.26,17.18.19.21,Num.g In Mat. 
2.4. Mar.7.8.9.Col.2.8.9.Mat.15.2.to 12. Belides this is the con- ve I2: 
ſtant ſentence of all the ancient Fathers (as they are termed) 8 our ; 1a an - 
later beſt Divines; to wit,that no thing ts 10 be received, or approoved,,, 
in Religton, which cannot be prooved & confirmed by the word of God. h L. de Bab, 
And therefore all Traditions, adminiſtrations , good intents, and de- capt. 
fol viles of men, without approbation, thu way (as vaine, hurt full, and ns .n 
ſuperititious things)are to berezetted, Thus writeth Tertullian«, Or1- in Ra 4 
par pen b, Cyprian, Baſil 4, Auguſtine e, Chriſoſtom f,Hillarie 8,Eulz+ ,, ne 4uas: 
eus), TheophilaR i, Luther k, Eraſmus!, Zanchy ?, Simler %, nar, Chri?t, 


D. Whitaker 9, M.Brinfley ?, and others, p42. 
ple The ſecond part of this reaſon is as cleare as the Sun at noonday, ay 4+ 


andcannot with any modeſt face be denyed. For wee doe not read, j>+.,., 
fer. Þ ny where throughout allGods booke,that there was ever any ſuch ;patch, .28. 
ne- @ thing impoſed, on the Churches of the Apoſtolucke Conſtitution; or 


ene @ ffatit was at any time praQtiſed in them, *Col 2.77; 
bris | + Ferus mm 
ity; ARGVMENT IIL | Mat.28, v. 
(ea If Baptiſme in the new Teftament, ſucceedeth in the roome of Cir- g Jo 
wt- B £amcifron, then ought no infants to be bapriFed , brt ſuch whoſe Pa. — 
ah I 7e"'s ave (one at leaſt) members of the viſible (hurch. | Per. Mare - 
fy- But the firft 1s true : Therefore the ſecond, Lec. Com, 
The Aſajor is without exception®*,granted of all, both Papiſts +, - 
+400, 


na | © Proteſtants *, The 4inoy is prooved by proportion or paritie, ! _— 

ed, | us: As the Iewes in old time , could notlawfully circumciſeany g,, Rom, 
.of } © except hee were a member viſibly of their Church;ſo now un- Cone.6, Pl 
1th der the Goſpell, Baptiſme adminiſtred in the Churches of Chriſt, is P42- 393- 
iri- | *9 ve adminiſtred onely unto the members thereof, See before 
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ARGVMENT IV. 


That which God hath ſet a part, to be @ ſpecial ſigne of different, 
to diſtingniſh the children of the ('hurch from them without : oughty 
be given wnto them onely,unto none elſe, 

But God bath ſet Baptiſme apart for ſuch an end, SF 

Therefore, &s., 


aSmta,li.6. The 6:59 6 is without all controverly, The aſſumptions | 
cf; evident, by theſe Scriptures, Gen. 1 7.7.8. with Col.2.1r.12.Rom, Þ | 
b Deconſe. g,4. ARt.2.38.39. and 16.15.33. Mat.28.19. Moreoverthisi Þ ; 
__” * acknowledged for a ſound truth by many writers ; viz. Polanws, 
—_— in D-eAmes b, Gnilliandus ©, NM. Biteildd, the Doway Tranſlaters 
.4.v.4. and others. And in fpeciall excellently Pare : Baptiſme (fayt 
4.4 P OY 
d Col.2,v. hee *) 15s 4 worthy praviledge of the Charch, and the children thendf 
12.P-57- Whereby they are decerned from the children of unbeleeyers , becau( 
e Annot.on they are reputed from the wombe un the holie (ovenant, with that 


--an"ph "wx Parents ; and therefore is Baptiſme,the ſigne of the Covenants giva 


4 


YComm.im them, [ 
1.C07,7. 4 
1 4+ ARGVMENT. V. d 
P 
What. att ſoever God promiſeth , not to bliſſe, that may nahi n 
done: n 
But hee promiſcth not to ble ſie the promiſcuous Baptizing mn quo lh c: 

$Þ;on, 
Therefore it may not be done, i UL 
The ſecond part, is onely controverſall , which I manikel | 


thus; : 

If there be no precept, nor example for it in holy records; then ther 
1s n0 promiſe of bleſſing made t9 ut, - 

But the firſt is true, Therefore the ſecond, 


The premiſes of both parts,are ſo evident,as that (to uſe anothet 
+ Mr. Brad, mans F words) hee hath yo blood of ſhame 1#nnug in his veines, 
12, Arg. will deny them, 


Vatothe former reaſons, theſe further may be added, Th 
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[ beleeve as Auguſtine @ , Cyprian , Curill c, Origine d IV at.ian- 


Church hath received the Baptiſme of infants from the Apo; þ Epift. ad 
notwithſtand this kind in queſtion , from rhe beginning was not ſo; Hid. 


cieNt, 

| 2. Whereunto tends it ; but to induce the ignorant, to conceive A , 4 Orat. 
(with the Papiſts) an abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſme«, that the *: S.Lavs, 
worke done pleaſeth God 6; puts away originall ſinne c: makes thef £-2- 4e 


and that if hee dy withont it, hee cannot be ſay a Rhem.on 

3. This cuſtome hindereth many Parents from embracing the Rom.G6. 5. 
way and order of the Goſpell, and cauſeth them (as eMC ,.Daven- by F4 
port * truely ſayd) to live and die Libertines, _ : "4 
4 By this meanes Gods name is taken in vaine®*,5.and the holy , 4,4; 2. . 
Sacrament greatly abuſed. Mal. 1.7.12, Heb. 10.29. Sen. diſt.z. 

6. The Church of God defiled, Hag.2.14.15. Ezech.44.7 *. 4d Bellar.de 

7. The Miniſter a breaker of his Covenant , Mal.2.8. Laſtly, —__—_ 
Divine wrath hence juſtly may be feared. I fay againe , thoſe that =_ on 
offend this way , may juſtly teare Gods puniſhment ; becauſe hee , *Rhem. 
doth not manifeſt more diſpleaſure againſt any finne , then the pro- Rom. 6. 
phanation of his ordinances ; nor threatneth to infli& ſoorer pu- Se#. 1. 
th WY nilbmentsupon any, then offenders herein «: And this is the judg- 4 —_ p 

ment of ſundry of our beſt Divines ; viz. /nnim b, Brentins ©, Pi. Da "5 
we WY cator 4, Parewse, (artwrightf, and others. not.g.. 
f Dureus 

ha.$ de Paradox, * Iuf.Compl pag.6. * Fenner primcsp. Relig. p.96- and 106, 
0 Necſ.diſc.p 95. Plain Declarat.of Eccl.Diſcip.p.17 2. a, Levit. 10. 2, 4..Chron. 
13.10, b Anal. expl. Levit, c,to p-27- c Comment,in Am.c,q. v.46. 
d Obſerv.3. in Levit. 10. e In Am,2.12. Ff Catech pag. 102. | 


SECTION VL. 


Owſoerer I could be well contended , in theſe our diffe- 

rences, to deale with e MF, Pager bythe Scriptures alone, 

%5the booke of all trath; knowing (as Augu#tine * fayth) that all *De DoF. 
things , concerning fauh and manners , are contained in them, Not- Chriſt.l.2, 


withſtanding ©: 


7ene*, Ambroſe}, and many others of the Fathers affirme, that the » mg 


but an invention lately raken up, Some lay Boniface Is, inthe © Comment, 


yeare 605, brought it on foot, Others thinke jt is not ſo an- T | 


infant a Chriſtian, and a member 4 of the COT him e; 494b<-11- 


RET a ends... ee i et Cats eo a Ro CC ES, 
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withſtandiog in regard hee * vainely boaſteth ,' to be caried away 
with the ſtreame of the L.tarned , w0 concurre mm judgement, with 
; him,(c, 1 baue thought good to make inquirie about the opinions 


of men, in this matter, betwixt us; as being loth, hee thould 
oppreſle the truth, and makeall men afraid of it; by making them 
beleeve, that is deſolate, and forſaken of all freinds. 

Beginning therefore with our writers : I judge it meet and 
convenient, to alleadge inthe foremoſt place the mature ſentence 


*% Pay. 192. Of Maiſter Cartwright ; In his Reply to D. Whitgift * , hee writes 


hf. 


thus: 7 doe ſee that, M aiiter Dottor doth make of the Holy Sacra- 


ment, of Baptiſme (which 1s an entry into the houſe of God , and 


Not that whereby the fawilie of God muſt oncly F enter) a common. paſſage, 


*11ſt ſo doth 
Mr, Paget. 


* Note, 


Paz. 111. 


112, 


J 


* Ground. 


Reli-h\.23 - 


whereby hee will have cleane, and uncleane, Holy,and prophane ; as 
well thoſe that, are witbont the Coyenant, as thoſe that are within- to 
paſſe by ; and ſo maketh the Church no Houſhold, butt an Inne to 
receive whoſoever commeth * , 1 will anſwer therefore allmoſt tn as 
many words, as the queFtions be aſked , If one of the Parents, be n6i- 
ther drankard, nor adulterer, the child is holie, by wertue of the Covye- 
nant. , for one of the Parents ſake. If they be both , and yet nat obſtz- 
nate in their ſinne , whereby the Church hath not proceeded to excom- 
munication (themſelyes yet being of the Church*):heir child caunor, 
nor ought not to be refoſdd, Apaine a few lines after , ſpeaking of 
Papiſts and other ungodly men: Hee affirmeth abſolutely, that rhe 
children ought not to be baptiſed. | 
In the next place wee will conſider the Authour of a certaine 
Booke, entituled : The Covenant betweene God and man; hee there 
maintaineth this point, which wee here profeſſe : Baptiſme (fayth 
hee) is ro be admired to them onely , that ave in the Coyenant, 
and that the Reader might underſtand , whom hee meanes to be in 
the Covenant : Hee addeth immediatelie ; They are ſuch as profeſſe 
the faith , joyne themſelves tegether in a fellowſhip , crane to have 
their names enrouled, and regiſtred in the (iurch, and ſo partake of 
the manifold graces of God, which are diiFrubuted therein, | 


To theſe wee will adde Maiſter Yet *, a. rare light of the 
Goſpel! ; and partner with 34, Fare!!, in planting the Churchat 


beptifed , but the children of the faithfull and belecyers : all except 
| | ES theje, 


(Geneva \, before Calvin came there. None (layth hee) are to ve + 


'. 
ok 
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theſe , are to be inftrutted in the doftrine , before they be admitted 


thereunto. 

Piſcator likewiſe is as plaine ascan be. They onely (ſayth bee) 
are to be baptiſed, which belong to the Chuach : For at in old time they « Mat. 
cireumciſed the children of the Tewes, becauſe they belonged to the rar eg 
Church, and coyenantÞ, ſo now, T'c, e Mr, Fenner « fayth the very a Dot of the 
ſame, ſo Pare b, Eraftus c, Melanfton, d Keckherman e ſpeaking Sacra. 


of the lawfullnes of the baptiſing of infants; gives this asthe reaſon ® 1 Mate 


of it; viz. becauſe they are members of tha (hurch, Thelike laying 357 EY 


| wee find in a Booke , named a generall confeſſion of (hriſtian 
Churches. Becauſe God receiveth BY. his eres = bf, 1 LH 
the fathers : Wee ſay by the authoritie of (hriſt, infants begotten of pay: 383. 

| faithfull Parents,ought to be baptized, Alſo Beza * fayth, Such as * item. 

doe permit, all children to be baptized, doe a thing unheard off,in the Theol. 1.3. 

primitive Church, Neither way Tertullians teſtimony be omitted, $5430 g 

ſpeaking (as Iunius interprets him) of ſuch children as were ſtran- 7.14. 

gers from the Covenant of God, Ler them come when they are 

growne 4$0agares : Let them come when they haye learned , and are 

mught whetefore they come ; Ler them then be made Chriſtians, when 

they can know Chriſt, 4 Ham. 

Moreover this is the unanimous confeſſion ofall the Reformed Confe Art. 

Churches, to wit, that Baptiſme appertaineth to ſuch infants, as are **; - 

in the (hurch , and borne of belzevers. And forthis reaſon (they fay) no vg 

they adminiſter unto them the ſeale of the Covenant ; viz. becauſe 4 MR” 

with their Parents , they are received tothe Church, Thus write Conf. p. 24 

the Churches of Saxonie«, Bohemia ®, France, Scotland d, Hel- *4r1t-20-2x 

yetia®e, and Belgcth}, f Art.3+ 


Objeft, rt. But this "wy hath been in theſe Countries , a long 
time practiſed ; and therefore it is not meet, that ſo ancient a cu- 
ſtome, ſhould be laid downe, 

Anſw. x, When the truth is knowne (fayth Auguſtine +) lee , 
cuſtome give place unto it, For * wee muib not allways imituowhat- ar. 
ſoever our Elders have allowed , but try by the Scriptures, whither the \ Ambr.l,4 
things are good, which they allowed, And thus doe theſe Churches* vir. © 

in their writings profefle to the world ; that they- judge it of ſmall * i enevalt 
*, force in comroverſic of Religion, to be urged with the bare ſentences of Confe(ſ-oj 
'F hers , Or with the Deerees of Comnngills , much leſe with received — 
I  eniftome, TR 


vOIE - L we IF. 
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euftome , 0r with continuance of time ; For wee admit (they ſay) no 
other judge , in matter of faith , then God himſelf, pronounced m his 
Word, | 
2. By this cuſtome, they give the Anabapriſts great advantage; 
and nihilate the beſt argument,which our Divines uſe againſt them, 
for the lawfulines of baptiſing of infants. And that this is fo,let it be 
obferved; that the Kzaſen, which they,in this point, doe ſtick moſt 
t00, is this, namely , that chilaren of Chriſtians, by the ſame WAY - 
YCaoin 1496 * , are now to be baptizedg that, the infants under the Law were 
Mat.18. v. £rcumciſed, Now I haue prooved before; that no infant under 
19. { the Law, was to be circumciſed,except hee were a member ofthat 
Gerhard, viſible Church ; ſeeing therefore they leave this patterne ; it muſt 
2604544 follow {as I fayd) that they make the argument voyd , and ofno 
p4.. ©" effe& ; and 1o refute their owne writings, and deſtroy apaine the 
Cene.1.:1,2, things, whichthey haue builded, 
£.4/P-355- 3. Sceing (by comparing their praiſe , with their profeſſion) 
D. Filter 1 they are not fo true totheir owne grounds as they ought , this cu- 
Rom.6-P. © tome becomes the greater blot and diſhonour unto them. That 
=. they are not true totheir grounds , I have manifeſted before. To 
Chriſt. Rel. which this further may beadded, In a Synod held at Dore Anno 
C.37-f-223 1578, it wasthere agreed , that all Parents before they brought their 
children to be bapti7ed , ſhould goe untothe eMMimſters or Elders, 
that ſo they might give notuze wnto the Church , whoſe child it was, 
that ſhould be baptized, Now tor whatend , ſhould the Parents 
be enjoyned , to acquaint the Chmrch. Officers with this thing ; un- 
leſſe their meaning was, that none but members cbildrexw , thould 
be baptiſed. If they had intended , that things ſhould be, as they 
are now : (baptiſe all brought to the Congregation) then truely 
(with reverence be it ſpoken) they made a very unneceflary article; 
or what need is there , of telling the Church , whoſe children they 
are, if all brought there muſt be baptiſed. Laſtly , let it be conlide- 
DAL. Th- red, whither the unſound dodrine , of the Papifts, get not counte- 
_ =8n* ** nance by this c»/tome , who teach * that Gods commanndements, 


. in 5-0Y | 
3. 6 mit ſomatime,give place nnto mens traduiens, 


_ 


293. Objeft. 2, Compaſſion towards'infants, mooyeth many Mini- | 


ers to baptile them, | 
Anſw, 


v | bad % 
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Anſw. Wee may not doe any thing againſt the expreſſe will of | 
God , under a pretence to ſhew mercy unto others F ; that pitty, F 1.Ximg. 
which the godly are to manifeſt, muſt be r1ghtly-bowelled®*, that is, 29:42: 
commaunded of God , both for the matter and manner of it. It is PLFW3: $ 
well knowne, that Origen F , through to much compaſſion ofthe f Augu?. de 
wicked , thought that the Divels themſelves ſhould 'be faved ar Cine. Des 
lenght ; unlelle men therefore, are carefull to ſet bounds unto their l1b,21.0.17 
affeions; their affeions will lead them bejond their bounds. 

To conclude this point ; my hearts defireis, that every godly 
Miniſter, would be pleaſed, duely to regard theſe things, It was no 
diſhonourunto 7b, that hee tooke the councill of his hand-maid. 

Neither did it darken eFpolios reputation, that hee learned ſome 

thing of e-£qwi/a and Priſcilla, A wiſe Generall of a feild , diſpi- 

ſeth not the adviſe of the meaneſRt ſouldier . in matters of greateſt 

waight, Wee are told of a Papiſt * , that wee oght 10 beleeve 4 *Pjcw Mi- 
ſimple plaine Huſband man, &c. if hee ſpeake therruth, 'For my rand, an 
part, I ſhould not preſume to commend , whatI haue ſaid, to their P4þ« Sir ſu 
judicious conſideration, unleſſe I had by diligent inquiry firſt; ſeene 34 Conaal, 
the ſameto be a truth; and ſoſctled my conſcience in the certainty 

of i: | Ry | 


AN SECTION VII. 


T O let his ſcoffes alone , which hee merrily puts forth in pay. - 
71.72, 1 will here give bim adire& anſwer , unto thetbing 
which hee there r ocmntl 4s thatis : What. that _—_—_— £,by 
which wee would have the Church to be goyverned , and unto which 
wee would willingly be ſubjefted, It is that Polity-Eccleſiaſticall, 
which the Lord Telus, the King of his Church, hath ordained inthe 
New Teſtament ; and given unto all the Churches of his Saints; 
whereby they areto chule , and call into office, ſuch as are fit , and 

| exerciſe all other ſpirituall ordinances, in,' 8c among themſelves, im- 
mediately from him. *This gouvernment wee hold, to be-the per- 
feRion ofall, as comprehending in it, whatſoever is excellent 'in all 
other bodies politicall ; As man bang the perfeRion of all creatures, 
continent 


in his nature , what is excellent in them all : _ 
'> being with the elements; {fe with the plants ; ſence with beaſts, 
with the Angells reaſon, | 


L z Thoſe 
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41. P.1, Thoſe which have written , about the Politike gouvernment of 
E, > 'F'k common-wealths;as Ariſtorle a, Herbertus b, Toloſamu ©, Bodin,, d, 
Tunins ©, Daners f, Richterws 8, Althuſina®, { ontarinus i, B& others 


CIT. 
6 L.1oHiſt. doe mention , three kindes , as lawfull and good, IMonarchicall, 
Pol. Ariſtocraticall, and Democtaticall, Now all theſe three formes, (as 


FL-4. Pol.  pyxrther I doe affirme ; that this Eccleſiaſticall gouvernment, is 


CF - 
Di2 axim, unchangeable , ordinary , beſt, and perpetual]; common to all true 
<3.  _ -Churches,and unto which all eſtates muſt be ſubjeR, as brethren;ſo | 


ÞC. 32. Pol. every officer likewiſe : And good reaſon too, for it is a matter of 
#Hiit, Venet. faith; a point of the Goſpell, yea of the ſubſtance of it; and necefſa- 
v1" to falyation, ſo farre I meane, as other of Gods ordinances. But 
"7.4. not to ſpeake any more of the neceſſity , and excellency of this 

Church Gonvernment. , (there being in print many learned Trea- 
- tiſes of it) I will here lay downe my reaſoris to proove the former 
. Aſlertion; VIZ. char every particular viſible {bnrch, hath from Chr iſt 
* abſolute & intyre power, to exerciſe,in,and of herſelf, everic ordinance 
| of God; and 014 an independent body, not ſtanding under any other 

Eecleſra#ticall anthoritie out of it ſelf, And thisI willdoe , if God 


Cleſ.4.c.5. permit, 


Syſtem. 5.5 ARGVMENT I. 
T bb, . 
P.400, ” 'f thoſe Churches , planted by the ApoFtolique inſtitution, had | 
power fullie in themſclyes immediately from Chriſt, to prattiſe all his 
ordinances: Then have all Churches the like power now, 

But the firft is true : Therefore the ſecond, 


The propoſition is cleare and certaine , by theſe Scriptures, 
x.Cor.5.2.3. Aq.14.23. 2.Cor.16.2, C0l.2.5. > Thell. 3-14. 
The aſſumption is acknowledged by ſundry of our beft D- 
® On Revel, vines, That firſt gouyernm#nt of the Church (layth Mr, Brightman*) 
chap.2.P.65 i5 common to all tim:s , and places ; and that it ts not to be permuted 
edlte3u tobe at the arbitrement of men, to follow what way they liſt bur thats © © 
alyayes in reforming a Church , wee mn#Þ have reconr(e, unto the 


fr ſt 


\ 


"ances, '4-21-p.86 


: FOR -HER RIGHT. _ 7 
firſt beginnings, to the which , as our onely rule, wee mnſ} call back »pgr, r:. 
wh Rrayeth fromit,and that they are not to be turned & tuned |, 4 PRs ra 
according to the crookednes , and jarring ſound of the ſucceeding pag. 5g. & 
Churches, Mr", Parker * hathin effe& the very ſameſpeach ; fo 3.p.95.& 
Mr. Cartwright *, and B.Bilſon * likewiſe. H gives a reaſon 220%, + 
for it; namely, becauſe the firſt ſiate of things was beſt,&c.and there. ie 4 
fore it muſt needs follow, that cuitomes, Lawes, and Ordinances,de- p.25:26. 
v ſed ſince , are not ſo good for the (hurch of Chriſt ; but the beſt way * Perper, 

i to cut off later inventions , and to reduce things unto the ancient Gorvernm, 
ſtate , wherein at the firſt they were, And this agrees with Fertul- wk mY 
lians * ſaying of old : That #« trucit which is firſt , thats is fuſt Ly.y.148. 
which 1s from the beginning , that ts from the beginning , which is * Cont. Max. 
from the eApoſites, | | l.4- 5+ 


ARGVMENT IL 


If Chrift in Mat,18,17, where hee ſaith, Tellthe Church; doth a Explica p 
meane a particular C ongregation : Then hath every particular ({0n- 2. Ti | 
gregation, an intyre power, 1n,and of it ſelf, to exerciſe Ecclefratticall b 4 | 

ouvernment, and all other Gods ſpirituall ordinances. p: \-PFY 

But the fir#t ts true :. Therefore the ſecond. oy 4012.9 

d In Mat, 
The propoſition is cleare, and certain , maintained by the moſt 18.17. 
judicious Divines ; v1z, Vriinus 4, Zwinglius +, D.Andrewes "A e Idem, 
Chemnitius 4, Aretius e, Pelargius/, Hunnius 8, Vatablus #, Mun-f = 
ter i, Bezak, Eraſmus!, D. Whitaker , Cartwrith*, D,Fulke o,? 1dem. 
Parker p, and others. 5 Tdem, 
The Aſſumption is prooved thus : That Church, which Chrift k. DeEccl. 
mntendeth in Mateg 8. hath abſolute power in', and of it ſelfe to per. #-1.,4-13e 
forme all Goas #rdinances,but Chrift intendethin Mat. 1s. a pavte- : fo ap '2, 
cular Congregation-: Therefore eyerie particular ( ongregation hath ,z Dy Rom, 


abſolute power , in, and of it ſelf , to performe all Gods Ordi- Pont. cont, 


Moreover let it be obſerved ; that this Church in Mat. 18.jsgi-*,©99%- 
venas a plat-forme, or.example unto all Churches , to walks by. < joy | 
As Moyles was to make the Arke in every reſpe& proportionable , 1dem. * 


: ok 
64 *. pnto the patterne, which hee ſaw in the Mount ; even ſo, &c, * 4430 
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ARGVMENT. III, - 


Whatſoever was commannded to the 3 Churches to be pratliſed 
each of then , apart, it, and for themſelves ; that, no Church of God 
wu now omit. | 

But Eccleſiaſtical _—_— » Was commaunded to the 7 


a In Rev.c. 
1.p.29-5. Churches to be prattiſed 
b In cap.I. Therefore no Churches of God muit omit the prattiſe of Eccleſia- 


f | fn Rev.2, flicall gowyernment , apart, in, and for themſelves, 


Hom. $. 
dinRev. 1.2 The propoſition cannot be doubted off. For as Chytrrer ,, 


& 3.ch. Artopeus b,Bullinger c, Brightman «4 andothers write. All Churches 
I Exxpeſ: from theſe , ought to learne , what gouyernment to exerciſe ; what 
«ads "> doftrines to teach ; what. perſons 10 excommunicate ; whe to receive, 
3-v.7. " and to comfort , and the like. 

The aſſumption is prooved clearely in chap. 2.ver.2.14.20.8c. 
+. 4 ng Moreover 44", Perkjns * (ſpeaking ofthoſe Churches) fayth : God 
b Anſw.to £490 10 every of them, power and authoritie to + cat the Word, ads 
the Rhem. mini#ter the Sacraments , Yepreſſe evill menL, aecerne falſe Prophets, 

Ri $1.4 BE I 5 A Is FE 
1.Cor, 5, ; "a exclude all obſtinate ſmners from all ſpirituall priviledges among 
4+ inem. 
cIn pr 4 
c,19.p.68 
d & Regn. 


Chr.l.x.c. | 

e In Ow: If the (hurch of Corinth , had power and anthoritie within her 

5-Obſer. 1. (If; ro exerciſe EccleſiaFticall gouvernments ; Tea and did it,1 meane 

fIe. «ul. the Miniſterie, andthe reſt of the Church there : Then onght not par= 

4 3 "ok ticular Congregations now, to ſiand under any other Ecclraft ate 
Synt, Theo, theritie out of themſelves. 


ARGVMENT IV. 


b7. x9: But the firit « true : Therefore the ſecond, 
k | 
—_ -I* Thefirſt part is unqueſtionably certain ; and of this judgement 


y each of them, apart,in,and for themſelves. 


- # 
= 4 


Apaine whereasthe Papifts, and Hierarchy doe ſay (muchafter 
Mr, Paget new dodarine) that the:Church of - ks had not ſole 
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and alone authoritie, in t ſelf, to exerciſe Eccle( | gouvern= 
ment; our writers viz. A". Cartwright * , Ms, Parker * & others, » NSD | 
doe ſoundly refute them ,and proovethe contrary by many Tea- Rhem. ouls ; 
fons. - wr cri rf 

Thelatter part is prooved before, in the Afinors , of the x, od »Pol Bl. | 


L.3.c 
FRED 917-18: © 


OLA 


ARGVMENT. V. 


Such aftions the Church may lawfullie doe , wherein no Law of 
God ts broken, Fg 7 0 WY 

Butt there 1s no Law of God broken,when particular (ongregations 
doe, in,and among themſelves exerciſe all Gods ordinances, 

There fore they may lawfully doe 4, 


- Theproofeof ho progoteing doth ariſe from the'definition of « Cone. Fau, 
ſinne;which as Auguſtine © & Ambroſe 4 truely define it; « cither 4 IE + 4g 
deed , or word, or thought, agamſt ſome Divine Law, Lombard c, - 20, 


Aquinas« and other Schoolemen (as they are called) agree heres ; 1;þ,2 £5 


tO, | 5. 
The affumption is manufeſted in our firſt Argument,the firſt part + "i 2. 
of it. | { xcty Rs 


ARGVMENT. V1. 


If the Apoſtle gave commununaement- unto the Elder ſhip of Soo app” 
Epheſus , for the whale adminiſtration of all ardinances m that 
Church. Then may the any of every particuler (ougregatunu, 
adminiiter among themſelves all Gods ordinances, | l Fra _ 

But the firſt ts true : Therefore the ſeconds Cnc. Na: | 
The Major js prooved two wayes: 3;By:Sgxiptare AR.28.verl. C,s,2! gu. 
17.28, 2, By the teſtimony of the] Whimker *. © $.6.6.pap, + 
| The Ainor is undeniable; For as Ar. Brightman + there 281.2 


'. was one forme of gowuernment- in all Churches , wane that that. 5.08 ” 
 #s delivered inthe atts of the Apoſtles , and the rift of their writ- P0e.ch.12 


ings, £8 $98- 
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| ings, There are extant at this preſent divers Treatiſes *, toprooye = 
| nl. r-inty that Chriſt hath inſtituted but one onely forme of {hurch gouvern- 
c.40.p9, ment, common to all Churches , ordinary , , and 
324- . 
325-Sc. Thus wee haue prooved the affirmative part of our aſſertion , to 
godly PS; wit , that every particular (ongregation- ath power in, and for it 
ages. Bridg, ſelf , 1mmeaiatelie from Chrift , to exerCiſe Eccleſiaſticall Gonvern- 
flaund.p, ment, and all other Religious ordinances ; wee will now ſpeake alittle 
133+ of the other part ; that is, proove that particular ( ongregations doe 
134. Sc yor ſtand wnder any other EccleſiaFticall authoritie, out of themſelves; 


viz, Claſſes and Synoas. 
ARGVMENT VII. 


Such Offices and callings , without which the (hurch of God is 
complete , and perfett, for Gonvernment. , are ſuperfluous and hu- 
mane. 

Bnt the Church of God may be complete,and perfett, for Gonvern= 
ment, without Claſſicall and Synodicall Offices and callings. | 
Therefore , theſe Offices and callings , are ſuperfluous and hu 


mane. 


" This argument the Proteſtants haue uſed againſt the Pope ; and 
the Retormiſts againſt Biſhops , Arch-Biſhops, Chancellours, 8c. 
Now the ſame is every-way as firme and good, againſt Synods & 
Claſſes; for without them, -the Church of God, is fully brought to 
* Lea, complete perfeRion and unity. D.Fulke * OY affirmeth ſo 1 

Diſc. Eccl. much, That which D. Whitaker * writes of general! Councills, is 
Gouv. paz, by M*, Parker * applyed, = rightly) unto particular Synods. The | 
IO-Il» Church of God (fayth hee) can well ſubſiſt without them, for ſhe was 

Þ © ws —y ſometimes without them : beſides wee are not bound by any ſpeciall 
ov *commannaement of God to hane them, 


L3-9133- ARGVMENT. VIII. 


} Whatſoever Gouvernment cannot be found commannded in the 
write, Word of God ; onght net to haue any place in the Church of #4". 
God. $ 


But 


E # »/ 


: Etymologie , or preciſe {ignification of it ; both in Greeke *, 


FOR HER RIGHT. ”7; 
But the Gouvernment of Claſſes and Synods,, over many particu- 

lar Congregations, cannot be found commanunded in the writen Word 

of God. | 

f Therefore it ought not t0 haue any place in the houſe of God, 


The firſt part is grounded upon theſe Scriptures , Eſa. 8, 20, 
Mar. 2.8.ult. r.Thell.g.2r. Gal.g.r. 2.Tim.r.13. Likewiſe this *Epiſt.iv . 
is the judgement of many learned men, us * ſayth, The pre. ad 
Eccleſiatticall Canons, come from the wu 0s Cyprian # faytb, —_. 
From the Scriptures dos ſpring, endthither doe returne , whatſoever pap xc 
the Eccleſtafticall Diſcipline doth require, Tulius * ſayth, Not ſhew "490.2. inſt- 
of eloquence, but ApoFFolicall Canons are required. M*.Cartwright rieur. 

+ layth, Nothing ſhould be placed in the Church,but what, God in * Repl to 
his Word hath commaunded. The like Theodoret «, Ambroſe#, = 


Ignatius ©, Au ſtine 4, Cyrill e, and others, Fords 


The ſecond part. is alſo as manifeſt; for if wee once grant (as all n ppm fo 
Learned haue granted) that the Churches of the Apoftolique con= c Epiſt,2.44 


ſtitution , were independent bodies , and exerciſed Eccleſiafticall 

ouvernment, in,and of themſelves; then it muſt follow,that Claſ- 
call Aſſemblies, &c, haue their 7ſ@ wholy , from the pleaſe 
and will of man, 


ARGVMENT IX, 


That, Gonvernment.,which meerly rendeth unto the mking away, 
from particular congregations, their &s power 1s unlawfull, 

But the Gouvernment of Claſies and Synods (as they now are) 
doth meerly tend unto the taking away from particular congregations 
their due power. | 

Therefore that. Gonyernment 1 unlawful, 


The Major of this argument, may eaſily be ed by ſundry © 
places of Scriptures ; viz, r,Theſlal.4,6. 3.Ioh.9. Prov. 22. 28. drift. Lg; 
Deut. 19.14. Gal.5.r. Alſo, itis grounded the definition of x:hic, o, 7. 


juſtice; which is, as Tully «,Juſtinian 5, and 0 lay, to give eve. d 14 jure, 


ry one his owne, And fo much imports the word according to _ uy gg 


Ig. Pr 
Latend, | 405% 


K _ The 


wo_ 
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The Minor is as manifeſt : x, by 4*. Pagets owne teſtimony in 
pag. 66, where hee confeſſeth , that they haue concluded among 
themſelves in their Synods, that no particular Congregation, with- 
out the leave and conſent of the Claſſis, ſhall proceed to the eleftion, 
of «AM iniſters, excommunication- of offenders, and the like, Asthey 

have gone inthis a& , farre bejond their calling ; (for as Ir. Bar- 
+ Expoſ.on Joy * ayth: No man under the degree of a Prophet, or an Apoſtle, 
gan? 4 may preſcribe Gods Church and children patternes:) ſo by it : is the 
0.33: Whole power of Churches (in a manner) taken quite away.For in- 


Me: 337" Rance; lay the Claſſes and Synods, will not permit,that a Congre- 


ation {hall rejet ſome convicted Heretickes ; then they muſt (if 

| - will belecve 1*, Paget ) let them alone fn their communion, 

againſt Gods expreſſe commaundement ; and fo obey men rather 

Tit, 3-10. then God. Apaine put caſe,ſome Churches doe want Miniſters, yer 
notwithſtand , if the Claſſes and Synods will not give them leave, 

to chuſe any , except unfit and inſufficient perſons ; then it ſeemes 

oy this Synodall Canon, they muſt take ſuch, or remaine deſtitute - 

Apaine , this is cleare by their praQtiſe likewiſe ; for albeit they 

are no members of our Church ; notwithſtanding they take autho- 

rity over us, and oyer ourElderſhip too ; yeain truth,ſo much au- 

thority , as any Lord candoe over his ſervant ; for ſo long as hee 

* So ſaith doth what his maiſter will haue him doe;hee is left alone; but if hee 


MrF2g% meddle with things againſt the others liking , hee is immediately 


in bs ſw.  mmaunded to ceaſe,and ſo muſt not proceed further. Now wha 


 toacertam 


writing , gi= 15 our caſe otherwiſe? fo long as wee doe that , which contenteth 
eenin the Ar, Paget and them, wee are ſuffered ; otherwiſe though wee doe 
Conſift. jointly conclude an aQion yet;it muſt not ſtand: for wee are told, it 
Mar.12* 't not belong unto 185 *, and therefore muſt give it. over, So that in 


SS. 2. the words of the Prophet F , wee may jultly complaine ; Woe unto 


Det #4 wee are ſpoyled. 
16.17: | 
18, ARGVMENT $%8k, 


| It « @ fine againſt Gad, to add any thing , to that, forme and 
| manner of ordering (enrches , which Chriſt our heavenly Prophet, ga. 
. . bath ſet forth unto us in the New Teſtament, i 


| To (mbjett particular; (ongregations , under any other TIX" 
ca 
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call authoritie, out of themſelves , i to add unto that, forme & man= 
nc! of ordering Churches, which Oc, KN 


herefore ut 15 4 ſinne t0 doe ut, 3 | 
G 4 L.30, Ce 
I 8.cont. 


The propoſition-cannot be excepted againſt ; for the Scriptures 
herein = a Doe am Lak) I.7. = rn 30.6, Gal.3.1 f Rev, b _ 
22.18.19. If it be a capitall crime, toadulterate the Kings coyne: 14- 

How much more, &c, And ofthis judgement are many learned cln Agg.c.x 
men ; viz. Auguſtine © , Baſal *, Chri me c, Cyrill, Bede * In . 
Cope f, D.Abbots 8, Brentius 4, M*,Cartwright#, Melan&on #, cjn x.Pe,5 
Elton , and others. | f In Prive 
The Aſſumption cannot for ſhame be denyed ;- onely becauſe 39-6. 


the weight of the controverly leaneth upon it, I will f e further 848%-Hill 


of it,in the next Sefton, [8.x Bos 
+» Ps 68. 
There are yet other reafons to prooye our Aſſertion ; the which ; prev. 
I wilt here lay downe more briefly. 0. 6, 


x, If every Elderſhip haue alike and equall power, as Hierome «, XP" C92 
Coon b Bucerc, atg others ae not the Officers 23: $-3Gx, 
of one Congregation , ſecke by authority to ſuppreſle theaRts and 4Ep.ad Enas 
decrees concluded in another, 6 L,demnmts 

2. Itis againſt ſence, that a Miniſter ſhould undertake the care ag 
of more Churches then one onely : who reads inScriptute of «4 Chr $54 

ſteward over many families, a ſheepheard over diyers Flockes,8cc, ”=y 4 
N ature hath ordained (ſayth Ariſtotle *) one unto one, ' IRS; 

3- Is it alike thing , that the Claſſicall power , ſhould be of . penn fo 
Gods approoving; and yet hee never mention it in his word, This Apol.2, par, 
argument the Hierarchy + uſe againſt Popiſh Offices; and the Re. c.3, diviſ.5. 
tormiſts * againſt theirs. Now let the diſcreet Reader judge, if it *P-Latets 
Ay not the point in hand as well. Here I may not omit Zwing- Syoms Plea 
1us * ſpeach , ſpeaking of Synods: Wee willingly beleeve (ſayth or FS. 
hee) that you are a repreſentative Church ; for a true Church you * Awingl. 
are not, But I pray you ſhew us , whence you fetch this name ? Who 411-80! 
hath given you this name? who bath given you power to makg Canons, 
impoſe gs on mens ſhouldiers, grieve hor conſciences,, &c, And a" -: 8 
little after hee ſayth : Of this repreſentative Church, I firid nothing | 
mn the Holy Scriptures , out of mens deviſes any may faignt what they 
ut ; wee reſt in the Holy Scripture , againit which thou way if 

_ WA : p07 
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not attempt any thing , 3f thou be 4 Chriftianw, 

4. Wholoever {ball deny our afore-faid aſſertion, muſt of ne- 
ceſlity hold, two diftin& tormes of Church gouvernment to be 
lawfull ; one where particular Congregations doe in,and of them- 
ſelves, exerciſe all Gods ordinances ; the other where they ſtand 
under another Eccleſiaſtical authority out of themſelves. Now to 
hold this,is diretly all one,as to hold two wayes to heaven ; diſtin& 
and oppolite in themſelves, which is very ſcandalous in Religion, 
and that which cannot ſtand with truth. 

5. Let it be obſerved, that for this reaſon (among others) the 

+ D.Whita. Learned # fay , the Pope is Antichriſt ; viz. becauſe hee will hane 

cont. 4-44.4 men to appeale from their owne Churches unto him ; and to ſtand 

- —_ A , unto his fentence and decree. And doe not , the Clafficall Aſſem- 

"Oeipyt-* blyes and Synods, take upon them , an authority much like to it, in 

ſubjeRting many Congregations to them, requiring appeales to be 

*In hs Let- made to them,and that the [udicat#ry (as e Afr, Pagers * phraſe is) 
eer given belongeth to them ; as if their power were aboye all Churches. 


| wnto the 6. VVhat more mect, and reaſonable;then that every mans caſe 


Conhiſtory be there heard,and determined,where the fault was committed ; fo 
* Cypr.lib.1 ſayth Cyprian *, /t 1s not fit that they , over whom the Holy Gho#t 
Epiſt.3- hath made overſeers, ſhould goe too and fro. Hee ſpeaketh of cary- 
TS ing matters away from their owne Church, unto others *. 

S 5:39 7, Note, the effe, if it ſhould be otherwiſe ; which is, that 
* Gal.c.1. particular Congregation muſt hence neceffarily looſe her 
1.Co, 7.2.3 2wne proper right in gouvernment , and ſo of a Miſtres become a 
2.Ti, 1.13 ſervant: in ſtead of being ſuperiour, wiltully vaſſall and enflave her 
Heb. 4.14. felf, which thing is contrary to Gods will, revealed in his word *. 
Revel 2.25 8, Seeing the Apoſtles, whereſoever they conſtituted any Church, 
bs _ yo with doctrine , immediately eſtabliſhed in it , Eccleſiaſticall gou- 
wy D volley vernment +; for without this (as D. Ames * ſayth) there com'd have 
1.4. c,24. beene no combling of the parts and members together, It muſt needs 
pag-214. follow , that the primitive Churches were mdependent, bodies , and 
* FAp,72. ſtood not unacr any other Eccleſraſticall authority Os! of themſelves, 


: _ ad Now how /41:, Pager will be able to proove a change of this gou- 


'b In Rom, Vernment , I doe nor yet lce : eſpecially, conlidering thatthe Lear- 


Zo21. ned (as 1] ſhewed belore* ) doe hold, that there is but one 6c77aine, 


e Perp.Gov. neceſſary , and perpetuall forme , and manner of ordering ( hurches, «6: þ 


333, © Andthis allo is the judgement of Calvin ©, P,Martyr 5, D.Bilfon *, 
yea 
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yea the Confeſſion of the Churches of France 4, of the Low Conn- 4 Harm. 

eries e, and Scotland f, ina word tothis the Papiſts s aſcent, conf. ar1.2 9 
9. By thetitles givento all particular Congregations, it appeares © Ha. 

evidently; that Ecclefiaſticall authority is (or at leaſt ought ro be) in 6 TP 

every one of them, diſtintly,wholie,intyrely; viz. a Kingdowe &, a';;, Diſect. 

Family i, a Body k, a Dnucene |, &c, For what more ſenceles,then of char 

to ſay, a Kingdome, or family , ſtanding under another Politicall, Church, 

or Oeconomicall gouvernment out of themſelves ; a body having S Sender. 


all parts and members , and yer may neither receive in, nor put out , 7 * - 


loweth Mr. Pagers lately-deviſed Tenets. iEph.2.19. 
ro. The aQts of the Apoſtolique Churches proove direQly our k1.Cor, x2, 
aſſertion : For it is without all contradiQtion,that they elefed their 22; 


owne Miniſters , excommunicated offenders, ſent meſlengers, and "_ 3k 
performed all other (brch matters among themſelves. Pol. Ecel. 2. 


Laſtly, let it be obſerved, that Mr. Pager in this, accordeth with p. 23. (5 
the Papiſts * , and Hierarchy * ; for they ſay (as hee doth) that 321-322. 
particular Churches are not independent bodies , but ſtand nnder an. Iun Eccl.l. 
other TI" Py - of themſelves, 'The which thing v4 
our writers deny, and proove the contrary. an; Qu, 


I. P-49, 
By this time I ſuppoſe the indifferent Reader perceiveth,thatthe * Bellar.de 

Scriptures,are every way for us,and againſt 14", Pager, inthis con- Eccll,$.6.5 

! ; _ ® D. Downa 
troverly betwixt us. Now hee ſhould doe well,feeing wee diſpute ,, >. does, 
| about a matter of faith, appertaming tolife and falyation; to reſt in & others, 
| them , as the onely touching for triall of all truth. 
| Notwithſtanding confidering hee makes ſo much a doe , about 
the multitude of learned and Godly Miniſters, being of the ſame Pap. 73 
judgement and pratliſe with him, (according as Feitus knowing © 
Panl to have appealed unto Ceſar , did reaſonably reſolve,faying, 
Unto Ceſar ſhalt thow goe , ſo) I am well contented to heare what 
| reverend and judicious Authors doe fay herein: And if 24". Pager 
will tand unto their Teſtimonies, I doubt not, but to make it ma- 
nifeſt, that (as the Scriptures ſo) they are alſo with us ; and fo 
much (ball be declared in the next Section. 
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SECTION VIII. 


He allegations of the Learned , which I purpoſe here to ſer 
"downe, ſhall be taken, r.From Papiſts. '2.Lutherans. 3.Cal- 
viniſts. 4. Engliſh Conformiſts. 5. The Non-Conformilts. 
6. Ancient Writers : And laſtly the Confeſſion of Reformed 
Churches. 


*Rellm ds Howſoever Romes- Champions * will have none now,to meddle 
- verb. Des with Church-Gouvernment , but Preiſts, Biſhops, Prelates, &Cc. 
1.3.c.5. yet they doeacknowledpe, that in the primitive Church, according 
Rvem.m 7g the precept of Chrift in Mat.18. offenders, after the firſt and ſe- 
aged cond admonition, were brought to the whole Congregations : met 15 
: {Bi 5.2. one place together: that, zs, the Chriftians with their Biſhop , or Pa- 
/Emid,Topi, ſtonur ; and there, if they continued impenttent- , by the Conſent, and 
Conc.in Ep. approbation of all , they were excommunicated by the Muniter *, 


& Enanyel, \{arke (1 pray thee Reader) the marvelous efficacy of the truth, 


c.1.c.1, every particular Congregation; there lay the awe power : 1 doe not 


-1AÞ ng, ſay chiefly, but wholy; ſo that what ſpirituall power-is now aſſumed 


_ "*F _ | | . 
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doe receive juriſdiftion and power immediately from God, If ſo, then 
one needs not to ſeeke anothers authority; for every one in his 
owne Church , may lawfully adminiſter all Gods ordinances, whi- 
ther others,otherwhere doe like or not. T hus God, who brought 
light out of darkcnes ; ordered theſe mens tongues , to give witn 
unto his truth, ; 
Neither may (ſan * words be unremembred; who ſpeaking + py concey 
on this place , To thee will [ give the kees , ſayth, this promiſe of Cathol.l.x "I 
Chriſt , muſt be referred unto the whole Church, Sanders F , Scal- ©.11. © c. 
tingius *, andothers ofthem, give the ſame expoſition; viz. that, 14:1 F-16- 
when (thrift promiſed Peter the kees , hee in perſon preſented the bodie PER —R 
of the (arch. According to theſe mens wricing,the power of bin- , 5, 
ding, and looſing, elefion of Miniſters, depohtion, and thelike, is * Hierarch, 
11 the bodie of the Congregation ; if ſo,then Claſſes and Synods have Anarch.l.4.. 
it not. I mean of right. P4g- 103. 
TIohn Ferus a Frier of S.Francis Order ; but godlierthenthet + $,,h, , 

common fort ; intreating (in his Commentaries writen on the Bucanan 
AQes) of the example of Peter, how hee was required to render a deſcrebeth mn 
reaſon of that, which hee had done; makeththis noteuporn it : Pe- PF Frane 

ter the Apoſtle , and chiefe of the eApoſtles , ts conſtrained to grve an (iſe, 
account, 10 the Church , neither doth hee diſdaine it ; becauſe hee 

knew himſelf not to be a Lord, but a Miniſter of the (hurch, The 

(\urch us the Spouſe of (hri#t , and Lady of the Houſe : Peter a Ser 

yant and Miniſter ; wherefore the Church may not onely exatt an 

account of her Miniſters, but alſo depoſe them,and rejett them altoge- 

ther, if they be not fit, So aid they in old time verie ofien: But wicked | 
Biſhops now will not be reprooved, no not of the Church, nor be orde- * Frum 

red by it ; as though they were Lords , nor Mlniſters *, What can' A&.11. 

be more for us then this? For hee abſolutely grants usthething, ' + - 

which wee ſtand for : that is ; that the Churchis above ber Officers; 

and therefore may require , when there is juſt occaſion, a ſtrif ac- 

count of their ations, Yea more, if ſhe find them unfaithfull, 

(whether it be in carying themſelves more like Lords then ſervants, 

or in ſtead of executing the degrees, and ſentences ofthe Church, 

deviſe Lawes againſt her; orin ſtead of maintaining her righr,free- 

dom and priviledges , feeke to bring heritito bondage,) ſhe may 

- put them downe , and place betterin their roome, 


But 
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« Cauſ11, Butit ſeemes by 2*. Pagers queſtion in pag. $2. if hee had bene 
$4.0: in Peters place , hee would not have had his matter debated and 
Ro. A diſcuſſed opentie before the whole multitude of the Church ; notwith- 
TT zeft, ſtanding I cannot ſee, how hee could haue ayoyded it, ſeeing there 
Conc. Baſil. was then no Claſles for him, to haue made his appeale unto. 
bb. x. I could here produce others of them; viz. Gratian 4,G IC bs 
d Diſt.21.- Þ, Aneas Silvias ©, Pope Anacletus 4, Sixtus Senenfis ©, Thomas of 
— ys Aquinef , Alexander of Alesz , Iohn Scott », &c. ſome affirming 
"I annoe, fhatthe greateſt authoririe ts in the (hurch , that the kees were given 

ro all the Apoſtles;others that all B ſhops are rquall tn power, and the 


171. 
f In 4.ſent. like. But wee will leaye theſe men, and cometo more authenticke 


diſt.2.4. witnelles, 
3. art 2. 


_-- proogy It is affirmed by the Centuries of Meydenburg,that from Chriſts 
20.me.5.6, aſcenſion, unto Trajans * time,whichis about a 100 yeares, everie 
bin Magiſt. particular (hmrch was gonverned by the B ſhops, Elder i,..nd Deacons 

-4- of the ſame, Moreover deſcribing the ſtate of Chriſtian Churches, 
aſfte19. from Trajan: * raigne unto Server, (that is , fromthe yeare of 
*Cenr.r. Chriſt 100 to 195) thus they write : If any read the approoved 
Anthonrs , of thus age , hee ſhall ſce that, the order of Gouvernment 
Cent. 6.7- was popular ; for all Churches had equall power of teaching pwrelie 
Col.59l. the Wordef God, adminiftration of the Sacraments, excommunica= 
a hart}, of Heretschg, and wicked perſons , looſing the penetem ; the ele- 
P-134-135 on and ordination of Miniſters , and the depoſition of them againe 


for ju cauſe. 


*On Rev. M*.Brightman * comes Lower downe, even unto Conſtantines 


ch.12.pap. time, and is of opinion , that he primitive puritie of Church Gow 
505-506» wvernment , was not yet defloured, wuh the dregges of mans invention: 


Neither had Satan brought in Prelaticall pride into the ſheepfould of 


the Lord : but the Paſtowrs looked every one, to the health of his owne 
Flocke. Hence it appeares, that for the ſpace of 200 or 300 
» SeeMr.14- yeares , after Chriſt *; every viſible Church, had power, to exerciſe 
cobneceſſ. Eccleſiaſticall Gouvernment , and all other Gods fpirituall ordi- 
Reform.p4g- nances (the meanes of ſalvation) in,and for it ſelf, immediately from 
57-Sc, Chriſt. And this is a thing ſo certainly true, asI thinke 44", Paget 
himſelf, will not haue the face to deny it, | 


What 


a a vc a«dsS << Au <<< . _  @©@& P_ 
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What authoritie then (to-ule anothers * ſpeach) had others af- « p.3i6n 
ter the eApoſtles death, ro change the Apoitolike Gonvernment:? agai, Semin, 
But ſecing they hauc done it;what muſt wee doe? Thugs? leave their p-221-: 
inventions, and returne backe, to the Churches of the Apoſtolique aEze.20.28 
= Exod. 23.2 
inſticution ; and from them , take our patterne and platforme, | to \,,, ; 
walke by, and thus Godteacheth « us todoe:: and learned menal- 2, cc. 
ſo; VIZ. Arnobius b. Ignatius C3 T[ulianus d, B.lewel ec. D, Rainolds/, bLib.,2.con, 


and others, But to goe foreward with our witnelles, Go FT 
. © Ep, a0 


From theſe , let us aſcend tothe very firſt worthies, who haue Roe. 
brought us a great part of thelight of the Goſpel in this later age, Heret. 
ZwingliusF and Luther: The firſt ſayth thus*: Excommunication} is e Defe. Apol. = 
not 4n the Biſhops , gathered together in a. Synod, but the right and 6.p4..16. 
power thereof , ts 1n the ( ongregation- : And therefore according to Be” 4A 6* 
Chriſts commaundement in Mat. 18, Offenders onght to br brought | confer, 
to the Church, whereof they are members Þ, and being obſtinate by the 195. 459. 
Church , the Paitonr pronouncing the ſentence , are to be cut off, #Heewas no 
Againe concerning calling to the Miniſtery, hee ſayth +, The right L— 
of eleftion us in the whols {hich LV an , 

M-r.Luther, another excellent witnes of Chriſt , afirmes *, that + wn JI. 
the Church hath the right and power to judge of any dottrine, alſo of Explaz, 
calling the Miniiters of the Go#pell, or, if = ov $ to be faithfull,to Epeburifis 
depo them, But is not this contrary to 4*, Pagers new opinion? SN 
yea altogether : For though a Congregation ſhould have juſt cauſe ; AM 
to put downe ſome Officers ; notwithſtanding (by his grounds) if 3e,. | 
they appeale unto Miniſters of other Churches , and _ judge *Tom.2. 
them fit to continue in their places , then muſt they be left alone, £48-374» | 
how vile ſoever theyare ; ſo that to ſpeake the truth, the power -% "gf : 
which hee alloweth unto particular Congregations ; is.Juſt no- Do "I 
thing, ; | _ Harm,m 

Chemnitius, another famous man , and of rare learning among Mar. 18.17 
the followers of Luther, is herein with us likewiſe ; for hee teſtt- 7 £x4- C97. 
tyeth , that eleftions * , excommunication- , examination of ſens) 1114. par Lee 
rences F ©, belong unto the whole (hmrch. Agpaine obſerve whath 2mm 
bee attributeth in another ” jane to the Congregation ; what tothe * Loc.com. 
guides thereof : To the farſt power *, to the later the adrinytration tit.de reg. 
of it, MelanQon * hath the like diſtin&ion, I could here mention'CT90 | 
many others of them, which conſent, with us fully ; as Swoe bb 

; reus © © 
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-, Brentiu4 b, D . Rungins ©, Hunniza d , Oſtander * , Salneccer f, Pelay. 
gumag, D.Mylius b , mire we , &c, none of theſe hold (as 


6 Exegef. 


Job. 12.23- 
c rd Mr,Paget) that particular vifible Churches , are nown-adjefives, 


5-3-4 cannot ſtand without Claſſes and Synods ; but on the other fide, 
d In Met. they grant them (I mean to the Elderſhip and Brethren) right and 


: "9 power , to praQtiſe in, and among thernſelves all Gods ordinances, 


Mat.18, Ls 
17s For thoſe now, whom (for diſtinQion ſake) wee name [alvi- 


F In A. 6. niſts ; theſe men (I take it) are the multitude of Goaly and learned 

In Af.6.  Minifters , which doe (as bee ſayth) agree in judgement. and 
__ - ws prattiſe, with him, 

sln 44,14. Now before I come to lay downe their particular allegations, 

touching our pointin controverſy : ThisI defire may be obſerved; 

that it cannot be manifeſted , (as I am perſwaded) that there is, 

among them all,one Authour, which hath in his Commentaries on 

the Scriptures , taught the doQrine maintained by 4". Pager here 

apainſt us, Ir is true, ſome of them, grant tothe Elderfhip greateſt 

authority; others to the body of the Congregation : Notwithftan- 

« Claſſ. che Jing, none haue bene fo erronious, as to fay , that the whole 


1 3 o Church (1 meane Officers and Brethren) wants authority to per- 

0.1. forme in, and for it ſelf, all Church-ſervices, Now for the Au- 

c Com. Pl. thours. 

- corey Peter Martyr © in his common places , making the Church a 

Re.l.3. Monarchy , in reſpe& of Chriſt, an Ariſtocracy in reſpe& ofthe 
' * Elders; addethalſo, that becaxſe there are matters of great. weight, 


<h.1. 
eDecat.g,4., and importance, referred unto the people, as excommunication-,abſo= 


f In Tim. lation , chooſing of Minifters , and the like; it hath alſo a conſidera. 


Je22. tion of a popular gonvernment,, Of the ſame judgement was Iu- 


prey nius > , The whole Church ((ayth hee) owght to chuſe , that, ts, the 
& 13: 22. 69dy conſiſting of the Elderſhip and ry , by equall and common 
[ 


Þ R:ſponſ.ad voyces, This 5 the right manner of choo "g Miniſters, 
Hug.p. I59 Withthem joynes Muſculus c , Viret 
- $6 Gualter 8, Sybrandus +, D. Mornzus*, Morell #, Tilenus {,8c. all 

- x 4. theſe, I lay, doe direQly affirme the ſame thing; viz. that all parti- 


Tom.g. 
fol.534, Cularviſible Churches, haue full power to ordaine and chuſe among 


{ Reſponſe ad themſelves fit Miniſters, Neither can it be gathered (to my know- 
_ L4 ledge) anywhere in their writing , that unto a full-and complete ' 
Qu 8, calling of Chwrch Officers, any more Eccleſiaſticall authority and 
power 


& Epi/t.14 


» Bullinger* , Danzus f, | 
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power is required, then that, which Chriſt hath ſer in every Con- 
gregarion , diſtinAly and apart. 

To the ſame purpoſe they write , about excommunication , and 
the abſolntion, or the reconciliation of the excommunicate;thoſe are 
ations (they ſay) common to the whole Church, and not ofany 
private perſon, or perſons. 

Baitingin« * ſpeaking of the difference, betweene the two kees, »carechiſmn, 
that of preaching,and the other of diſcipline; placeth it in this : that Queſt. $5. 
the former , which us the preaching of the es #£ committed to 
the Minifters ; the other becauſe it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of 


excommunication , us permitted to the whole (hurch. 


To him wee will adde Urfinus * , who teacheth thus : {hr5ſt in * Carech, p; 


theſe words Mat. 18.17, If hee refuſe to heare the Church , &c. 799+ $90» 


expreſly commanndeth all, whoſoever (being after this ſort admoniſhed __— _ 


by the Charch) will net repent , to be , by the common conſent of the og 
Church excommunicated , untill they repent. e And whoſoever are 
excommunicated , they againe profeſſing, and ſhewing in their ations 
amendment , are altogether in like ſort , received into the Church , as aid 
they were exiled from it : Namely by the judgement of the Elders , by - Obs, 
the conſent of the Church, andthe anthoritie of (\briſt, and the Scrip- Fl Inſt 4. r 
ere. eAnd that, denuntiation , whereby one is excommunicated, is 15, 

not in the power of the Miniſter of the (hnrch, but in the power of the « In 1.Cor, 
Church , and is done in the name of the Church , becauſe this com- F'5+ _ 
maundement, was given by Chriſt unto the Church, For hee ſatth ex- TIL bo. 
preſlie: Tell the Charch. And of this judgement is Piſcator *, , 1 x.Cr.5 
Calvin 5, Parzus c, Keckerman d, Hermingiuse, Toſſanus/, Pola- f Comm,mn 
nus 8 , Hyperius*, Predirius ', Munſter #, Danzus !, Oecolampa- 1-Cor:F. . 


diusm, Beza ”, and others, | IP 


And now 2M. Pager what thinke you of theſe men? were they x. Gr. g, 


not /rarned and Godly Miners ; Reverend and judicious Divines? iIn 1.Cor,g 
Are they not anthenticke witneſſes? Tf you confeſle it;then marke &1» Mar. 
what followes; viz.your poſition that particular Congregations muſt a 5 | 
ſtand under other Eccleſiaſtical anthoritie ont of themſelves; is hence ,g © 
condemned, by a jwrie of more then 24 men, of your. owne m In Mar, 
chuſing ; for anerrourand untruth : The reaſon is ;. becauſe theſe x8. 
affirme (I fay all of them) that every particular Elderſhip , with # 419t.e 
the Churches conſent , may lawfully proceed among themlelyes to © 4 
5 | L 2 the © 


2.Theſſ.3. 7 
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the excommunicating of offenders , whenſoever there is neceſſary 
and juſt cauſe, Neither doe they ſay a word ; that it is 4a Divine 
inititutien, that the Miniſters of one Congregation,muſt firſt al ke 
the leave and conſent of other Miniſters , before they can lawfully 
adminiſter this ordinance of God. 2 
And therefore I make ſome queſtion , whither you haue not 
wronged ths multitude of learned and Godly «AM imiters; in repor- 
ting things, of them to the world, which they hold nor, 
And I haue the more reaſon thus to thinke , conſidering what 
«In Mat. Mr.Bucer ©, and P.Martyr write ; (two great lightes that {hined 
16.19 ſometime in England) to wit, that Eccleſiaſticall power and goyern- 
bIn1.CO. out is in the whole Church; bat the aubority onely of adminiſtration. 
IG, 3.25 « thereof , 15 the Preſbyterie and Biſhops : So 41 inold time at, Rome 
the power was in the people ; direthion in the Senate, But of this ſort 
of teſtimonies enought is ſpoken , wee come therefore now to the 


next. 


Touching the Engliſh Conformiſts , the ftormableſt of them , are 

« In bide« forus, inthis point. B. Whitgift « confeſſeth , that 5» the Apoſtles 

Fenc, ag. time, the ſtate of the Church was popular, And two pages after, 7 

T.C-p.180 call ir popular (faith hee) becauſe the Church bad intereSt almoFt in 

N "Ano every thing. VVith him D.Bilſon 6 agrees, and writeth thus: /n rhe 

Gonvernm. Primitive Church , the people aid propoſe name, elett, and decree, as 

c.15.f,361 well as the Clergie , and though the Preſbyterers had more | kall to 

Jnages Yet the people had as much right, to chuſe their Paitour: and 

if they moſt of rhim did agree , they did cary it away from the other, 

* chap, Againe *, Marks well (fayth bee) the ordamnng of the firit Deas 
7, 42.90, Cons, they were choſen by the people, 


71r,Paget in pag. 22, doth acknowledge, that (11ſt hath 
appointed bat one order , for the chooſe both of Paſtour and Deacon. 
As hee ſpeakes there, the truth : ſo by it,hee quite overthrowes his 
owne cauſe; forit Paſtors muſt be choſen the ſame way,that Dea- 
cons are; andthey (if the Apoſtles precegt be kept) choſen by the 
free conſent of the Congregation, wherein they are to adminiſter; | 
then how comes it to paſſe , that Claſſes and Synods, ſhould baue 
more authority then the people; and may (if they will) diſanull, 


whatſoever the others doe hercin, 
| I know 
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I know what the Papiſts and Hierarchy fay , to juſtify their ta- 
king away , from particular Congregations, their de power ; and 
ſeting up 4 /#periour ons in the roome thereof: The firſt gives this 
for a reaſon * : The wnrulines of the people deſerved afterwards to * Scubting. 
have their liberty taken away, The others ſay thus : Why doe ye call Hierar Y 
114 back to the primitive Church? As if wee are to be tyed ro the firit a __A 
beginnings of things , as if ye would bind little infants tu their blan- 8-134 
hets , with ſwalding bonaes > And as if it were not lawfull for 4," to 
ch1nge thoſe primitive rudiments, which were not then ſo profſitable in 
their firft originall , as they ſeeme to be pernitiom at, this day. 
Againe * , There was ſome thing ordained y the Apoſtles , thats 18 » Apolog. for 
no lee hurt fall for our Churches , then it was behoofull , for thoſe, to Church 
whotn it was appointed, Gonvernm. 
Which oftheſe two arguments hee will make uſe off, I yet know £489 5+ 
not: One of them I ſuppoſe hee will and muſt. For to ſay,that this 
ſaperiour power of Claſſes and Synods, is /#re Diyino, Ithinke hee 
will not any more doe it : There being inthe Scriptures,no proofe 
(yea I may boldly ſay) nor ſhew of any proofeforit, 
But becauſe I know not , what his anſwer ſhall be, I will there-' 
fore {ay no more for this time ; onely Ithinke it good, to put bim 
in mind of what Gerſo:. * writeth rhe amthorinie of the promitive #Dg Vie, 
(arch , ts above all Charches , and inerefore ut 15 not in the power of ſpirit. 
Pope , Conncill, or Church , to change the Dottrines and Traaitions, 
delivered by the Apoftl:;s, And ſo Iproceed. 


To theſe wee will adde 4 more conformable Doctors of Eng- *De Cone. 
land; viz. Whitaker, Bell, Willer, and Taylor, The firſt affurmeth, 9#-5-p. 178 
* that Eccleſiaſtical anthoritie, principallie, primarilie,and eſſencial- T De Rom. 
ly , belongeth to the wbole Church ; unto Biſhops onely accidentally, player, 
and ſecondarily, So againe t , The chiefe judgement. in all crimi- pap.56 2. 
nall caſes, ts the Churches, - | * Regimend 

Bell ſayth * , Excommunication preciſely and chiefely,pertaineth of the 
to the ſhurch ; and that. ſhe hath authority, to commit the execution yy Cl 
"ONET ſome ſpecial perſons , for that, purpoſe ; and choſen for that |, 5, of 
ena. cont, 4.,qu. 
Tothe fame effet Wilet ©, And Tiwlor b fayth,that excommuni- p-2. Me 
cation ts the common attion- of the (hurch , and not of any private ® Comm.on 
perſon, or perſons, | Tit.ch.z. V, 

, L 3 VVhat *** #772, 
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VVhat more obvious and cleare, by theſe mens teſtimonies, 
then that every particular Congregation hath power,fully in it (elf, 
to performe all Gods ordinances. But hath not /*, Pager in the 
meane time, juſt cauſe ro bluſh , who denies to the Churches of 
God , that dwe power , which the Learned of all profeſſions doe 

rant unto her. 

For the Non-conformiſts, I have already ſhewed, that they con- 
ſent fully with us. Notwithſtanding ſome thing more, I will bere 
ſpeake of them ; and the rather, becauſe time was, when e Afr, Pa- 
ger did eſteeme them, to be 4 multitude of Godly and learned 
Atiniſters ; and was (or at leaſt made a ſhew hee was) of their 
judgement. and pratieſe. | 

Hee that reades the controverſy betweene Downame and the 
Replyer, ſhall there ſee this very point , betwixt 4, Paget and us, 
largely handled, The DoQtor ſtoutly maintaineth Ar. Paget po- 
fition ; viz, that particular Churches are dependent, and ſtand under 
another EccleſiaFticall authoritie out of themſelves, The other fayth 
* L5.2.par. otherwiſe , and often affirmeth * , that the adminiftration of all 
2. 1-104. Church-watters , at fir#t was in everie congregation , the right i the 
| Church : the execution in the Preſbyterie thereof, Forthis purpoſe 
hee inſtanceth Cenchrea*; howſoever it was the port of Corinth, and 
not farre from it, as Radcliffe or lime Houſe to London, yet it was, 4 
: diſtintt Church , from that of Corinth , and alike induced with full 
+ Nor. power F of Eccleſiaſticall gouvernment, 

Mr, Parker ſpeakes downe right in this thing , and prooves by 

Text of Scriptures ; judgement of ancient Fathers , Confeſſion of 

@ Pe!.Eccl, Proteſtant Divines, and many unanſ{wereable reaſons: that « all Ec- 
L.3-c,6. cleſra5ticall power 1s alwayes in the whole congregation, from hence it 
b Par.in flowes, as from the fountaine, and to the ſame it returneth as tothe 


1.Cor,z.2 - ſea. 
Park Pol. 
_— ; And here by the way , I doe demaund of you 4", Paget , ſeeing 
Tilen.Specy, Every Miniſter (as the Learned rightly ſay) 55 rhe Churches ſervant, 
Antichri.p, and under her anthoritie, and admni{treth for her, VVhat warrant 


I +. then, you and others haue , to make any decree or ſentence, againſt 


Pap. 23. 


*[1.1.part, 
2.P.22.23 


_ D. Wiutak: the mind and liking of a whole Church; and to require them to 


de com.qu. 5, ſubmitthereto, Me thinkes ſuch doing,becomes not ſervants : And 


whither this be not, ro be Lords over Coas Heritage, (contrary to 
Peters 


A”. I... a. C5. 2a. ed nun 


Peters charge) I defire the hamble and Godly to conſider. 
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Vnto theſe wee will adde the Authour ofthe Enghſh Purita- In Title 


niſme; a Booke (asthe Publiſher reports) contaming the maine opi- 
nions of the rigideſt ſort of thoſe that are calied Puruaines * , inthe 
Kealme of England ; among other truths, 


age, 
LH meanes 
the foreward 


res 


1. They hold and maintaine that every company , Congye.. out againſt 


gation, or Aſicmbly of men , ordinarily joyning together in 
the true Wor ſhip of God, 1s a true viſible Church of Chriit, and 
that the ſame title ts smproperly attributed , unto an 
convocations , Synods, Societies, combinations, or Aſemblies 
Whatſoever, 

2, They hold that all ſuch Churches or Congregations, com- 
municating after that manner together , in Divine Worſhip, 
are in all Eccleſiaftical{ matters equall, and of the ſame power 
and authority , and that by the Word and Will of God, they 
oneht 10 have the ſame ſpiritual Priviledges , Prerogatives, 
Officers, Adminiſtrations , Orders, and formes of Divine 
Worſhip. 


the Ceree 
monies, 


other © 


* 


3. They bold that Chrifl Teſu hath not ſubleeted any wor thi. 


Church or Congregation of his, to any other ſuperiour Eccleſian 


ſlicall Iariſaittion, then unto that Which & Within it ſelf : ſo 


that if a Whole Charch, or Cong ee erre inany mat- 
ter of faith or Religion , no other Church or ſpiritaall Church. 
Officers, have (by any warrant fromthe Word of God) power 
z0 cenſure , puniſh or controule the ſame ; But are onely 10 ad. 
viſe them: and Yo leave their ſoules 10 the immediate indge- 
ment of Chriſt , and their bodies to the ſword of the civil 
Maziſtrate,@c. 

4. They hold that every eFabliſhed Charch , ought (44 4 


ſpeciall prerogive, Wherewith [hee is inaued by Chriſt \tohawve 
| power and libers 1,70 chuſe their oWne ſpirituall and Eculeſias. 
| /ficall Officers, &c. | 
S$. They bold that if 1nths choyſe any particular Churches 


ſhall 
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ſhall erre ,that none apon carth , but the Civill Magiſtrate, 
hath power to comtroule, or correct them for it, &c.. 
6. They hold that the Ecileſraiticall Officers and Mini. 


ſeers of one Church ,ought not to beare any Eccleſiaiticall office 


in another , but ought robe tyed unto that Congregation , of 


Which they are members, aud by which they are elefted into 


office , &c. 


« Caſiconſe, Thereis nothing here ſayd , but many others of our learned 
1.4.c.25. Country-men , have fayd the like , as D. Ames*, M*,Banes þ, 
b Dioceſ. MF, Bates ©, M',Fenner4, Mr, Vdall e, 8c. 


 Traall.con- 


cluſ-4+ 46 In theEogliſh Church at Franckford in Queene Maries dayes, 
4 +4 , it was agreed upon , that F the Miniſters and Semonrs , ſeve- 
Bridg pag. rally and zointly ſhall have no authority , to make any man- 
15-16: # er of Decrees , or Ordinances , to bind the Congregation , or 
Diſcipl.pag, any member thereof: But ſhall execure fuch ordinances , as 
24.25. ſhall be made by the Congregation , and to them delivercd, 
ofa wy Againe, None ſhall be excommunicated,untill the matter be 
Frank, Firſt heared by the Whole Church. That the Miniſters and Se. 
p42 I15- piours , and every of them ; be ſubiedt to Eccleſiaſtical diſti« 

pline, 4s other private members of the Charch be. 
» hn bo Neither ſhall af. Hookers * Teſtimony be unremem- 
enſwer to bred; whoathrmeth, that 4 particular Congregation, may 


Mc.Pagets lawfully and without ſinne, call a Miniſter, Without or againſt 


20.que- the approbation of the Claſs, And hee gives this reaſon 


An Wille 


for it : Theywhich had complete and perfeet MiniFers be- 

fore any Claſiis ; had power, fully to callthem : But a parti. 

cular Congregation, had perfect and complete Miniiters , per. 
 fedth od completely called, before any Claſs, Ergo, &c. 


Thus Reader thou mayſt perceive , that Mr. Paget hath left the 

way of Von-conformitie , yea and ſhewes bimſelf to it, a great ad+ 
ver{ary.Indeed fo fore a one,that in his own words I may truely ſay; 
P8:73* AsHerodto kill one infant , ſbared no140 kill a multztudeof 
| nb Þ other 
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other infants : fo hee,that bee might undermine us, and blow 

4 up , into the ayre , hee cared not, nor ſpared not with the 

gunpo Wder of his fiery contention and reproaches , to blow up 

with us, a multitude of Goaly and learned Miniſters, being of 
the ſame indgement. 


 Howſoever I haue mentioned already ſome teſtimonies ofthe 
moſt ancient times, after the Apoſtles downeward, even while any 
ſoundnes of the Goſpel did {hew it ſelf in the world. Notwithſtan- 
ding , that this right and due power of the (huh , for which wee 
ttand ; may not homer a Noveltie, (as Mr. Paget jeſtingly 
intimates) and ſo unbeſeeming Chriſtians toembrace it, I haue 
thought it convenient, to write ſome thing further herein; that is,to 
ſhew that the beſt approoved Authours, after the Apoſtles, are di= 
rely with us, in this thing allo: affirming,that every particular vi- | 
fible Church of Chriſt , hath power to exerciſe Eccletiaſticall gou- 
vernment, and all other Gods ſpirituall ordinances , in and for it 
| felfimmediately from Chriſt. And this (God willing Lwill doe): in 
* | order, according to the times in which they lived, 


- | To begiofirſt with /gnatius, (who was, as ſome # thinke, Pa- £2OW-3- 
- | ftour ofthe Churchat Antioch) in his writings wee find it mani- ge we A 
feſted , that it was then * the manner of viſible Churches |, to + 44 Lo 
come together in one place * , zo Worſhip God, having Biſhops, delp. ad 
Flders and Deacons unto their Officers , Whom the people free. Marneſcs 
ly chooſe by voyces , or lifting up of hands. Isitnot hence a -w 
chooſe by woyces , g up of p- 
parent,that Congregations in this age, were free,and could exerciſe 
among themſelves, all Gods ordinances,  ' + ood 

Terrullian relating the manner. of Chriſtian Aſſemblies in. bis - Ii FI 
time *, faych, * The 'y came rogether into one Congregation p for CEm_ 
70 pray unto God , for to reherſe the Divine Scriptures , and Apol. c. 29s 
Wh holy Words 10 noariſh faith , ſtirre up hope, and faften 
I . And they uſed exhortations , reproofes and divine 
| Cenſure, | | SIE; | 
_ Origen ®* writes muchto the lame purpoſe : Surh” 4s: Were *11 loſi. 


brought tn tbe third place, for finne uno the Congregation p -- ee 2 M 


THE CHURCHES PLEA 


9? | 
they food obitinate , by the indgement. of the. Whole Church 
Were excommunicated from the bedy, the Elders of the Church 
pronouncing the ſentence. Obſerve here, bee {ayth not, tharthe 
matter was caried to a Claſſis, and there firſt determined, &c. but 
names onely the Congregation, and Elders thereof ; notwithſtan» 
* Anno 225 ding had there bene any ſuch ſuperionr judicatorie Aſſembly,is it li- 
Cypr.le.3. kely hee would haue omitted it zand mentioned: a-ſubordinateand 
_ Epit.14.© jqferiour one. wan For 
*L3 r.Epg Cp" Biſhop of Carthage * [heweth how cauſes were not 
| @ Anno 305 handled, before the Elders, but the whole multitude, without whole 
b Euſ. 1.3. conſent alſo no thing was done. And ſpeaking of calling to the Mi- 
T1. niftery , hee layth *, he people have power priicipallie to chuſe wor- 
ce L.3.28, thy AMunifters , and refuſe unworthy ones. VVhat can be more tull 
£41, Andabſolutetoourpurpoſethenthis? Boe! 


N1ce,c.y9. | 

| Ecel, Hiſt. a6 
* Anno 280 or C01 
bEpiph cont, T 
Her.73. os \ 

M. Hillavie 'and Greg 
Hereſ.30, 
To.2. her. 


_ ud C. | 
Hill I there ought to be a Sengte or Aſſembly.of Elders k, The power 


Cont. Au IM. '»; | s 4 the eo PI ith * # 1 | 
Giri mn Iob, of chujing rhem, Tak P Pp! theſe W#z Wir no hIrd 


Cit 2 egwenn, 6 es; þ 
mAmb.Of. | ONT F | 
L.1c.1. V'Vhat more certaine , then that the thing, for which wee ſtand, 4 | 


Ora! fin, de norably ofthe Churches of God;ſovght to diſable __—_ pro" F (« 
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Aifing Chriſts ordinances; ſubjefted them to other Eccleſiaſticall 4L#. r.e. 15 
authority, our of themfelyes : But.contrary wiſe acktiowledped {as 4* 49-Chr. 
the truth is)thar every particular Congregatis;hath arrintyre puriſdi. - De Sacera, 
ion, within it ſelf,and ſopower 8 liberty tochuſe her owne Off. ; 4-6-4. 6 
cers, excommunicate offenders, and thelike: Tay withour rhe ap- Monach., : 
probation of Claſlis , yea againſt it ; if there bejuſt caaſe, |" | 1,424-&! 
Thereare others beſides, which beare witnesto this truth ; viz, 0:2 &'7« 
Auguſtine® , Chriſoſtome 5, Baſile, Socraresd, Ifidoruse, Betz 53%, 4. © 
nard f, 8&c- Moreover ſome Councells haue granted ſo much; and © "" 
Chriſtian Emperours F by their Lawes confirmed ir. Ofall which e Ad Engen. 
it may be, another time wee ſhall haue occaſion, to ſpeake more fComs.Care, 
fully. | . | | 1 3+ Can.'2.2, | 
| | F ak  Nieen.Conc, 
Touching Reformed Churches; If wee may take the Confeſſtori 200 Con 
of their faith, for teſtimony, then furely wee haue their conſent alſo ſtartinop; * 
with us. The Confeſſion of the Bohemian Churches * hath theſes Arm 682. 
words , Toe keyes (that is Eccleſta#Ficall Gouvernment) are given in | Diftintt, 
truiF., and graunted to the Paſtours, and to each ſeyerall Eccleſiaſti- 4, _ 
call Sociztie, (that is, ordinary Congregation). whither they be ſmall Cadax avi 
- pogh To this the Churches _ the Palſgrave tlikewiſe con- - 40g 38, 
ented. —" & 29. 
_ ForeleQtion of Miniſters, the Helvetian * Confeffion' fayth /7r * THOMe. 
« right when it 1s done by the Chutches voyor giving , and the ltying'; Publicke 
0n of hands of the Minifer. The Confeſſion of the French * Chiir"carechiſm, 
ches is the ſame ; ſo Auſpurge F.” Alfo the publicke order ſet forth i» the end of 
in theſe Low-(onntries *.,. accordeth rherewith, The Synod of P4*-2+ 
Middelburgh * haththeſe words, L-: :h- eltftion of Mmitters,be in * Art.16, 
the power of the {{hnrch, and l:t it be done % voyees' public kely in the Ro 29. 5 
Temple, The Synod of Tilleburgh'in Naſovia , determined the + 4re.14.. 
like , as Zepperm * writeth. CLF 1% i. 
There is extant a publicke order, publiſhed in Middelburgh * 81. 
Anno 1602. agreeing with all the former ; viz. Minifters muſt be 4 mag : 
choſen with the free conſent. of the Elders, and the whole Congre As Thy 
t10n, By the like anthoritie as they were eletbed, they may be dep fed: 
But nsthing herein muſt be attempted , without the determination of 
the whole Charch, Cn dt hag 
V'Vhat thoſe Synods were, of whom MM, Pager ſpeakethin pag. 
66, who decreed that particular Congregations Lhould ws > 
M 2 
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Riſe among themſelves, all Gods ordinances; I doe not yet know; 
but this I know , that no Reformed Church hatb|made this an Ar- 
| ticle of their faith. And therefore it is certaine, if ſuch a thing be,ir 
a D.Whus. gg. onely the invention of ſome particular men. 
de cont.qu.3 Pg Concluſion now of this Setion: Howſoever Thane alleidged 
D. Morton the opinions of many learned men: Notwirthſtanding it isthe word 
Apolo.Cath. of God,which I appeale unto,for to have the matter in controverſy 
p.2-1.1. hetwixt us, onely tryed by. And herein I doe no more,then others 
, 37 doe, which know, they haue the truth on their {ide ; namely,to call 
_ their oppoſitesunto the Scriptures, and to require of them,to ſtand 
#.2. <9, " unto the undeceiveable ſentence and judgement thereof. 
g.1 32. Thus the Proteſtants © doe with the Papiſts : And the Refor. 
Jew. Apo. mifts bagaive with them. And forthis purpoſe hath Zanchy # a 
worthy {peach in his writing unto D,Knols : 4/ things touching 
| worſhip and Diſciple , ought to be examined , not by the uncertain 
rule , of hnmane judgement , but by the tauch-ſtone of Diving Seripe 


£.24. tnres 
C #1 yen 
=<% ate SECTION IX. 


Hat thoſe,who haue read M". Pagers Booke,may not thinke 
& that I haue purpoſely omitted any wen. | (his jeſts, launders, 
and unchriftian termes excepted) which carieth with it,the ſhew of 
any matter , touching the maine points in queſtion. I haue thoughe 
ood in this Seton , to ſet downe ſome brief anſwers unto certain 
colourable (or rather carnall) pretences,which hee uſeth in the de« 
fence of himſelfand cauſe. 
His firſt reaſon is this : 1f particular ® Congregations ſhould nos 
nd under any other Eccleſiaſtical amthoritie out of themſelves, ma« 
mfold diſorders , confuſion and diſſipation of Churches wopld follow.” 
Anſw. 1. VVhen God hath eſtabliſhed an order for the admini- 
Aration of his owne houſe, what preſumption of man dareschange 
it > Thiokes hee, that hee is wiſer , then the Almighty ; and can by 
his fooliſh way , and deviſe, bring more peace and profit to Gods 
houſe,then the way of the allwiſe God ? But what will not duſt and 
aſhes preſume to doe , againſt his maker ? Andthat withſhew of 
conveniency, and to corre& and reforme that, which they conceive 
to be impertcR in his doings? Bur it ſcemes in the meane os 
caat 
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that theſe lite conſider , how ftreightly the Lord hath forbidden 
ſuch _ ; and what dreadfull plagues hee threatneth 
men forit, As Mr. Paget therefore wilheth others, #0 take heed 


Preface. 


what. new formes of Churches,and Church. government, they frame - 
unto themſelves, or command wnto others : So I defire that hee him 
ſelf will make a proffitable uſe of his owne counſell,  _ 


2, Beit well conſidered, that God alwayes abhorreth all good 
intentes of men , that are contrary to the good pleaſure of his will, 
revealed in his word, The Chwch (fayth Whitaker *) mu#t not be b De Rom: 
g'uyerned as the wit of man thinkgth fit ; but 4s (rift the Lord and Pont.cont + 
King thereof will have it, Þ #4. I-16. 
3. ThisobjeQion taken bere up by M*,Pager, is the very ſame 
whichthe Papiſts , and thoſe that way afteRted uſe, for to haue Ec- 
clefiafticall Gouvernment , by Preſbyters rejeed, and their owne © S#r4v. de 
Popiſh Hierarchy,everywhere received and practiſed ; viz. becauſe bly un Epiſ, 
the putting by of the later , tendeth © unto all miſchief , and the e fla by nd rd 
bl: & ng of the former d, canſeth uproares in the Church,diſſipateth it, fibl. Monax, 
and overthrowes all good order therein, L:$4.4., 
4. If particular Congregations muſt looſetheir right and power, rags ot 
becauſe of the offences , which ſome men hauecommitted in the , On To 


exerciſe thereof. Then ſurely by the ſame reaſon, ( if Mr, Pagers 7, , * I 
reaſoning be worth any thing) ought Claſſes and Synods , to lay x 27.096. 
downe that /wp#1i0u7 authority , which they haue taken over many d hiry. 
Churches; becauſe they in many things, many times baue offended, TY 3c: 4: 
in,and about the execution. And this Iam fure , no good Chriſtian 77h 
will deny , I could give divers inſtances for it ;; but it needs not: x69. "ge 
Onely it is not amifle to ſer downe N az5a»Jens + words;who was Lee compl, 
an Elder, or Biſhop : / am minded (layth hee) ro ſhunne all aſſem- Chu. p.164. 
blies of Biſhops , becauſe 1 never ſaw any good event, in any (omncell, * Cee 426 
that. did not rather increaſe,thew — our evills: Their contention al Fro 
and ambition paſſeth my ſpþrach, VVhither things are better ca- 
ryed now , then they. were in his time, I will not, noram able to 
judge, | 

: If the infirmities of the people,be a your reaſon to take away 
their liberty , in praQtiſing among themaſelyesall Gods ordinances: , 14,4 YR, 
then the contrary vertues , which oftentimes baue bene found in 26. 
them, (as inſtaying the rage of the Scribes and Pharilies« ; in pre- 48. 3.26, 
fcrriog , lincere Chriſtians before Arrians+ ; and being themſelves © Xcxo.1.7, 
"MI ſound ©'7* 
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© Theed 1.2, {ound in the faith c ; when their Miniſters have bene Heretickes: ) 
cap.7s 1s a good reaſon to maintaine their liberty (hill. | 


Pag. 72.  Anotherthing which bee talkes muchoff,is, that the power which 
the Claſſis exerciſeth, s ancient} ; and hence names it, the old beaten 

Pag.10F- path, &c, 
' Anſw. 1. Sundry errours are asancient asthe Apoſtles time,yea 
_ beforethe moſt famous Churches in the world were plan= 
| ted. Therefore as Cyprian fayth , Wee muſt not regard what any 
d Epiit. 63. others. did before us , or thought fu to be done, but what Chrift did, 

who was before all, 

2. Howloever M*, Paget, for the credit of his cauſe, names it, 


c-10-p-387 which doe affirme, that the Eccleſiaſticall Gouvernment, by Claſles 


f Sutch . and $ . 
OY ynods, is a weed that grew many yeares after the Apoſtles. 
"— - 6.8. Al late deviſet , and that im all antiquitte, there doth not appeare any 


F: Braxcroft one ſtept thereof f; Alſo that at Geneva , ſubjetting of Chnrches to 
ſurv.e:22. this order firſt begun 8. _ before Calyin came there, eyerie Conpre= 
; . F . 
P. 42 3. , £arion was free 6 ſelf 
"hea Touching theſe Aſſertions : I cannot ſee how Mr, Pager , or 
hHooke.Ece. any other is able to diſproove them. Iris acknowledged , on all 
Polir, Pref. (1des, that in the firſt hundred yeares after the Apofties,, Miniſters 
and Brethren of ſundry Congregations,mert ſomertimes;to conferre 
mutually together of common Church: affarres ; yer fo, as every 
5Cent.l,2, particular Congregation , had alwayes (as the Centuries i-write) 
6.4-p-391- power and authority in themſelyes , to ehuſe their Officers , reje&# 
kL.3-,22+ Heretickes, excommunicate offenders, and the like. 
a mw So againe, for a hundred yearesnext after ; wee readiin Euſa« 
aL.3.c. © beus*, Irzneus*, Nicephorus, and others, that neighbour Mini- 
5 ſers came often together , when there was any daungerous errour 
bL.4-23- broched , or weighty points to be determined , ſerving for generall 
good - bur this they did of liberty, riot of duety ; partly ro preſerve 
* L.3.c.7. mutmall ſocirty ; (as Zipperns * fayth) and-partly that they might 
+ Fcd.Pol. A be the more able , to reſiſt adverlaries, as «MF. Parker 
> th. 
Aa This ancient combination,wee hold to be lawfull and necellary, 
_ that 
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thatis; when there is juſt occaſion : that then-Eccleſiaſticall Officers 
and others,doe come together, to copferre of things; yon Le wank 
clude (it they can) what.they judge meet ny dgood: Nopm 
ding whatſoever they doe in ſuch caſes, thelame is.of no Yap ter 
all, f mean as'to be counted 4 pr or /entence;) unleſle the 
Church firſt know it,and give their free conſent unto.it ;the reaſon 
is , becaule the power and anthority:," to wake Churchoatts »is.in 
the body of the Congregation,as wee haue'before ſhewed,.'As for 
any other kind of combinations,of many Miniſters topether,other- p,,q,, 2 cod 
wilethen wee haue bere related ; as the word of Gol, hes ſheweth it 4.9. 30.3x 
not, neither doth antiquity ; It by antiquity the farſt and beſt ages b De Rom, 
of Chriſtian Churches be underſtood. /-, Pont.cont.q 

I will not here diſpute how-things went , about Conflantines 9 _ 
time, becaule.as the Learned lay ; viz. Calaubons, D.- Whitaker b, pag. 37.38. 2 
Morne *, Brogan F,and others ; 3that men beganthepto deviſe + 1n Apoc. 
4 new 01der and manner. of Gouverning Churches , according as they c 2 p.67. 
thonghe foe 10 agrer-with the vimes, Ana a ugh mee fog tes « De Lf 
tified by (yprianwt,' Enſebin f, and Ambroſes., For the change 7 Epiſe. 14. 
it ſelf, This new created Diſcipline, was nat iClaſſiba{l.  butracker # Tg. 
Epiſcopail , o that howloever theyare , both. chn/dren pk woapaor Cap. Is 
notwithſtanding this I doe a5 wh that of the two ,the Hierarchie 2 * IT. 
is the oldeſt. £ 

And howloever « Af *. Bea is very fireyt to the people ; hardly 
granting the liberty which chevery leſuits * doe ;- yer heeiis. cont 4 yy, 
ſtreynedto confeſle,that the fr/t Deacons were choſen 7 them, but upon Mat. 

(layth hee +) thus manner of elettion was neithgr eſſential, nor perpe- 18. 

twall, For after when experience taught that. confuſion ood ambition Fin reſponſe 

(13ſing by the occaſian- of the multuuge increaſing) was to he prer py eng 

vented : The Synod. of Laodicea pridantly taoke order by their” 13 juan 4, * 

Canotts that: the elottion of ſuch , 45 Were cheſon.to.the ſacred tHe ty prad 0,22. 
nifterie, ſho#ld not be permitted to the multitude or people. fol\r54- 
My purpoſe'is not to fay any thing now afthat Synod ;.how, of 155+ 

the 59 Canons, mentioned, by Gratian, * ;lome are falſe gothers « CP, 

toolith; and many very ſuperſtitious... This opely I deſite the-Rea- 

der to note, whereas it is here abjeted, that this Re 

the body of the Congregation from :ultg that liberty and power, | 

which they before alwayes had in E icall gouvernment ;and' *' * » 

gave # x bee fayth alutle after) #0 aſſembly, of Paitanrs + Bythis' 
teſtimony 
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teſtimony then , that which I ſayd, but now is further confirmed; 
namely , that the Claſſical! —_— is neither divine nor ancient; 
for this Synod of Laodicea was held after the death of Iovinian the 
Emperour: Anno 370. or thereabour, 


Thirdly hee pretendeth that the Diſcipline , which hee ſtandeth 
+ Pref. for, a (anttuarie againſt Tyrannie t,and if men had not libertie to 
appeale unto Claſſes , they ſhould haye cauſe to bewaile their ſlaveris 

* Pag.83, andbondage *, 

Anſw. 1. It is a ſtrange courſe, when there ariſeth a controver- 
ſy touching two contrary opinions, which of them is true, and to be 
embraced ; to draw the reſolution hereof, to the conſideration of 
the uſefullnes ofthe opinions,or praQtiſes queſtioned. As if,becauſe 
a thing is uſefull, therefore it is to be concluded it is true: And not 
rather in caſe,it be found to be true, yea the very truth of God, the 
rule whereof is Gods word, therefore wee ought to conclude , it 
is uſefull, and be carefull to make ſuch uſe of it, as wee are com- 
maunded : But what more common now adayes , then for men, to 
obtrude their owne deviſes upon yore , upon a bare pretence of 
the uſefullnes of them in mans judgement : But in the meane time 
doe not thoſe which take ſuch courſes , forthe maintenance of their 
way,manifeſt hereby,that their cauſe is deſperare,and that it ſeemes, 
they baue no grounds, for their _—_ out of the word of God 
I fay, when they runne out , unto ſuch divinations as thele, for the 
ſupporting of their labouring and wavering cauſe. 

As for example, if the Scriptures doe direRly teach : That ey 

' particular Congregation, hath power to exerciſe EccleſiaFticall Gout 
+7 wb vernment, , and all Gods other ſpirituall ordinances, in, and for it 
b D. Thite ſelf , immediately from ('brift ; ſhall wee not embrace this for a 
of che truth, unles it appeare in our phantalie more uſefull then the con« 

Churchl.;. trary. l 
P- A 7, ' ;he 2. Let it againe be obſerved,that the Papiſts and Hierarchie,for 
vifth, Mon, Their Diſcipline, give the very ſame reaſon ; viz, o preſerve the uni- 
L.5c.g. Fic andpeace of the Church , for the avoyding of ſehiſnes and fa* 
d Hieron, - ions ; b that there may be no Tyranny and oppreſſion among Bree 
ad Engr. thrent ©, &c. yeathe corrupting at firſt of Church-gouvernment, 
<a wa, was done to preyent evill<; but as one fayth © , rhe remedie was 
p. "4g 1 worſe then the deſeaſe, And truely, lo wee may lay of all deviles of 
7 men, 
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men , brought into the worſhip of Gad ; although the Anthours 
; doe it to prevent this , or that evill : notwithſtanding the invention 
; it ſelf, prooves (and wee haue ſeene it by experience) more hurt- 


full, then the thing pretended againſt, 
3. I doe deny that this Gouvernment by Claſſes and Synods, 
1 ſerves better for the Churches wellfaire, then that , which the 
Apoſtles inſtituted ; and the primitive Churches firſt praQiſed, 
" Wile Politicians in their inſtitutions of Gouvernment , doe hold 
for an infallible maxime, that to reformecorruptions and abuſes in 
ſtates , a better courſe cannot be taken, then to reduce things to - 
their primitive originall. Hereto agrees D.VVhites *, ſaying : The * k., => 
firs un any kind or ſort of things , 5 rrueſt and befF, | Church l.2, 
4. If it ſhould be granted, that particular Congregations,by this 13-49« 
kind of gouvernment , ſhall haue peace, profit, credit andother 
worldly reſpe&ts : yet this is no ſufficient reaſon to induce them to 
t # embrace it. For 1.wee muſt ſeecke peace by lawfull meanes, 2.Out- 
- & ward quietnes,is/not alwayes noel for the Church;the Truth is 
oO like unto Camomill , the more you preſſe it downe , the fafter it 
f | groweth, and ſpreadeth further, and ſmelleth ſweeter. 3.Religion 
e  canſabſiſt, without externall peace : I ſay, ſafely inthe midſt of 
ir ® contentions. 4. It is better to want this freedom , of which hee 
Ss BE fpeaketh, holding faſt the truth; then in ſinne to haue it,and periſh 
7 it, 5. Itis a rule among Lawers F, that publicke profit , muſt , p,,,,, 
© | not take place againſt Law ; this holds firme, in all caſes of Reli- p;ting. 
gion, To conclude then, in NaJ$anzens * words: Let no man be pag.2. 
7 wiſer then is meet ; not more juſt then the Law , more bright then the * De Modes 
6 ſun, ſtreaghter then the rule, nor pretend more obedience then God ſee bays 
? requireth , &c. This hee ſpeakes of Diſcipline, Cm. 
1 
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Anothenof his reaſons , is this : The power for which hee ſtandeth, ©48/72-1 
hath bene determined , limited and agreed upon , in many N ationall * ſz 
Ir Synods, And all Reformed Churches uſe it, on 
te Anſw. 1, It isa received opinion among the Learned ;that |. 
6 Councils may erre; yea, and often haue; as I could ſhew im many 
 F particulars. Beſides who-knowes not,that almoſt all the Fathers (as 
G | theyare called) were infefed with the errour of e Millenaries, 

# | Andalmoſtall the Greeke writers and Latine , with the doQtine of 
frce-will, merits, invocation on the Saints,and the like, And cp 
| | ow N = 


_- , 
ag” 
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of THE CHURCHES PLEA 


# Sibrand, fore as one well ayth # , Wee muſt not conclude a thing to be Apo» 


Lubbere, Ftolicall , becauſe the Church obſeryeth it, And to the ſameeffeR 


de prin. write ſome Papiſts *. 


Chriſt.l.>. 2. Theſe teſtimonies are all humaine ; and therefore it is enought 


#Thbo. Aqui, 
#2 quod Os 


5. C.10. 
Sarav, de 
mw Epiſc. 
w Prolog. 

Jo. Amſw. 


* wot. Now this anſwer will ſerve me as-well ; ſeeing 44*, Paget and 
_—y _ they,doe uſe one and the fame reaſoning, - 


459. 
D.Bilſonto Another obje&tion which hee bath.againſt us ; is : Beeanſe wee 
the Semina. |, ,,,o mat framed aur accuſanon aud proteſtation againſt buns , before 
Pinch. PE: this preſent ; ſeeing the prattiſe hath continued amoug # many 


ZOT, 299. Jeares, OF. 

D. Mort. Anſw. For my part , I never knew, thatour Congregation was 
Apol.p.2. in ſuch deepe bondage ; unrill 44*. Hookers traubles began ; but 
c. __ -; thought verely , that our owne Elderſhip, with the Brethren jointly 
— rogether, had full power amongthemtfelves, to praRtile.every ogdi- 
p.32,33- Dance of God, And the thiog {ſpecially , which.induced me ſo to 


thinke, was his owne words * , writen to M",efinſworth 7 xepor- 


i jrafys ting thow bee was-firft made our Miniſter , bee fayth : The Dutch 
S 7 , ſhip in this Cat Y being deſued , \both for their counſel and hap 


P4g-1.10s in his ordination ; deputed three of their Brethren , to aſſi/t us in the 
F Note, buſines, &c, this they aid not, as aſſuming authoritic F to thenſelvs 
over 28 : ' but in Our name,and oy our vegueit. Being now « ftabliſheg, 


when #s of late awther /ir:ſter was Called nnio our Congregations 
wee 


wed by our owne Ainifterie and Elder ſbip without ther, 
If the Claſhs aſſumed not then , any authority unto themſelves 


r over us , how comes it to paſſe, thatthey doe it now? Or how will 
Ir it hang together , that their power is ancient ; and yet 20 or 30 & 
n yeares paſt , they uſed it not. This to meſcemes profle contradi- © ' 
s tion ; and that hee eates his owne words , as Saturne did his chil- 
t dren. 
s But I geſſe what hath cauſed him,to tell ewo contrary tales ; na- 
s mely , the difference ofthe peopte againſt whom hee hathyricen, 
The firft were Separatit5;and therefore no marvaile ar ca 
% them hee pleaded for a free Congregation : for hee well knew 
d | that unlefle hee went this way to worke ; bee ſhauld fall with 
| dihonour in the controverlie between them. 'The other are the 
oy oppreſſed and burthened members of the Engliſh Church in Amiter- 
# | adam. Now wn theſe undertbeir burden and oppreſſion , hee 
y ſees that hee muſt let goe bis former hold; and onthe contrary ſay, 
's wee are »0t 4 free Congregation , but ſtand under another Eiclefe. 
wi ſiicall amthoritie ont of gn (elves. | 
d Thus a good wit will ſerve a diſputantin good ſtead : for byit. 
(if hee liſt) hee can as the Poets fable of their Proteus, turne him- 
{elf intoall ſhapes. Like him,who having made an excellent ſpeach 
8 | in the commendation ofjuſtice , afterwards ſpakeas wittily to the 
'e contrary : ſhewing that there was nouſtice atall in the world. Or 
J | like a Gentleman, of whom I haue heard, that in an Aſſembly of 
States , ſuch as wee call Parliaments , was abſolutely the beſt ſpea-' 
5 | Kker;yetnothi d ; andihat fora molt Jufficientzealon; 
n Y which wasthis: They knew full well,hee could ſpeake as well,and : 
y as moovingly to that which was quite contrary. A 
a AndI willingly profefle, that 4".Pager bath a rarefgculry this 
i | Way,to turne a hin ,which way hee will; and make nt lay,cither / 
 Y orn, or both haben leaſeth. Notwithſtanding this I muſt tell 
Þ | him, the very thing which bee ſpeakes off ,.tonching 44", Robinſons 
# } Booke, is now true, concerning:bis owne former writipg : /# & 
of | 4 of King lehorams incurable deſeaſe the guttes of it fall out day edt * 6 
O | by da ” ; Tea bee opentve pluckes out , ſome 0 /awell thereof , with his "85.9 3 - 


'» | owne hands. 


N 2 There 


FOR HER RIGHT. 9g 
wee uſed not their help berein as befare ; bus hus #1dination was perfor- 


roo THE CHURCHES PLEA FOR HER RIGHT. 
There are ſome other objeQions , of the like nature , which hee 


a Celſus 


P43- $02. yfeth apainſt us ; partly to diſgrace our perſons ; parrly ourcaule; 


Latlant. | 


Iſod.Peluſ, of the (urch : That the prathiſe which wee ſtand for 1s Brows- 
Efiſt.go. 'mſme, Oc. 
b Belliy,de Anſw. Such cavillations the © Heathens' haue uſed ſometimes 
=; wag againſt Chriſtian Rehgion; fo Papiſts? againſt Proreitants; and the 
Serm. pa like, they © againſt Reformifts. Now I will not ſtand to make any 
102, 4; particular an{wer hereto , becaule the folly and vatiity of it, is ſuffi- 
Caſend, Ciently {ſhewed by others 4 ; who haue bad occaſion hereto-fore to 
At 2p reply unto ſuch idle objections, 
bing . © Thisonely for concluſion, Idehire, may be noted; that whereas 
888 ** hee ſeekes to diſgrace (13s Gonvernment., and to bane his owne 
Loe comp. honoured and embraced ; in this hee doth , as one faid in Tully of 
cha tf Hortenſis , when hee immoderately prayſed eloquence , that hee 
D.Bridg l. ypould have lift her yp to heayen, that hee himſelf might have gone #up 
P:134. De . with her. So I perceive - v/v, would faine have, the Claſſicall 


d lew, &cj ha . | 
trelaca. Diſcipline advanced , that hee by it, might haue worldly credit 


W; ” FF allo, 
I hit ak . 


cont. 4..qu, Toh. 13. 17s: 


Mote de If ye know theſe things , bleſſed are ye if ye doe them, 


Eccl. p.109 


D. More. 
ies. vs 8 ne 2 


_- —_—_— 


ER; RAT As 


For were read where pag. 3.1.13. 
For faylng read faylings p. 4.1.22. 
For partialty read parttality p10. 1,33. 

For contended read contented p,12,l.15. , 

For take read malke p.ry.1.26. 

For word read world p.33.1.27. 

For conque#t read conquer p.fr.1.22, 

For notwithſtand read notwithſtanding p. 74l.15. 
For touching read touch-ſtone p.77.1,25, 
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Sir Thomas Rowe his Speech at the 4.0 


Councell Table, touching Brafſe-Mony, 


or againſt Braſſe-Money, with many 
notable obſervations thereupon, 
Juh, 1640, 


M- Lords, ſince ic bath pleaſed this Honorable eable, to 


command amungſt others my poore opinion concerns 

ing this waighcy propofirion 'of money, I maſt hum« 
bly crave pardon, if with chat treedome thar becometh;my duty 
ro my good and gracious Maſter, and my obedience re your 
great commands, I deliver ir {o, 

I cannot my Lords, bur aſſuredly conceive this intended pro- 
ject of infeobling the Coyn, will trench very tar borh into che 
honor of Juſtice, and profic of my Rayall Maſter, 

All cſtates do ſtand Magi fama quam vi as Tacitu ſaich of 
Rome ; And wealth in every Kingdome is one of the cfſcnciall 
marks of their greatnefle, and is. beſt expreſſed in the meaſures 
and purity of their moneys. Hence ic was that ſo long as the 


their glory, or greatneſſe, they ever maintained with little or no 
change the ſtandard of their Coyn, . bur afrer rhe looſe time of 


UJ 


ing the ftandard, the Majeſty of that Empire fell by degrees. G 
And as Vopiſcus faith, the ſteps by which that State deſcended, SR RN 
were vilible moſt by the generall alteration of their Coynes ; and 
there is no ſurer fimptomes of conſumprion in Srate, then rhe 
corrnption of the Money. 
What Renowne is lett to the Poſtericy of Edw.1. in amend» 
Aaa ing 


HRS 


Romane Empire, a pattern of the beft Government held up Mo ID 


Commodus had led in need by excefſe,and fo by that ſhift ofchang-« UNIVERSITY : 


A 
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